1038 Chestnut 3treet
Paso Robles; California

Major Robert T. Ojendyk, District Eagineer
Corps of Engineers,

U, 5, Army Engineering District

751 South Figueroa Street

Los Angeles, Culifornia $0CL7

REF: Collier Qarbon and Chemical Corporation
Application for Permit for construction
of shiplozding fagllity at the Nipome Dunes.
(Senta Maria Dunes)(Ocezno Dunes)

Dear isjor Cjendyk:

Plsase enter this letter as protest agsinst the developument
sought by Collier Carbon and Cnemical Corporation in their
application %o your office for a permit to gonstruct an cgean
pier, shiploading equipment and a conveyor An the beach area
of the Nipomo Dunes (also known as the Sanés Maris Dunes, the
Opeano Dunes, and the Os¢ Flaco Dunes).

I &m s full~time volunteer working in the censervntion field
for the Sierra Club. At present, with a group of volunteers
ealled the Nipomo Dunes Advisory Committee -~ and others in
different areas of the national Sierra Club ~ an effort is
being made, under advice from Sierra Club Preesident, Dr, Wil~
liam E. 8iri, to implement the Sierra Qludb resolution of June
9, 1983, %o preserve the Kipomo Dunes in their natural state,
with no further industrial development.

Although we c¢an understand that your condern in the above mat-
ter may appear to you to be with the proposed pier as & naviw
gational faeility, nevertheless; may we suggest that it may
not have come to your attention that there is at this location
the involvement of a much larger aspect than omly navigation,
shiploading and the conveyor across: the beach,

The ocean, the surf, the beach and the upland ga this whole stretoh
of coast, from Pismo to Point Sal, are ‘ T
npmmwwmb which requires consideration as &« whole, JIsolation of
one factor, such a8 navigation potentizl, imposes a limitation
on studying the ares toward fulfilling its highest rotential,

The navigation facility can not stand slome, Its impacs impinges
on & wide arc of other considerations.

%e would like particularly firet of all to urge that you postpons
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action on the appliocation of Colliex Carbon and Chemicsl CQorpor-
ation until smplementation of Senator Vernon L. Sturgeon's Senate
Resolution #33, paussed by the California State gSenate April 32nd,
1964, In drief, this reseolution atates that:

"WHEREAS, the Santa Maria Dunes area is unexcelled,
both in soenic quality and in extent, by any simi~
lar erea on the OCunlifornia coast; now, therefore,
pe it resolved,..that the Depurtment of Perks and
Recreation is directed to undertake a study to
determine the feasibility of establishing & state
park or recreation area at the Santa Maria Dunes®...
~ in compliance with she provisions of the bkond

Act of 1364,

%6 are informed informally by dr. Fred L. Jones, Dizestor of the
galifornia State Depertment of Porks and Recreation, that it is
nuv.awo%www»- feasibility study will be made sometinme this sum~
mer of 19685,

The highest use of ihils shoreline ares has been evaluated by
federal, state and looal bodies as!

2 An unusual recrsation resouree,

&

Mww A unigue scenio TeSOUroe,
3) A scientific research resource.

from the Department of the Interior's

Hationa e the Pacific Coast Recreation Aresa Sur-

vey, wwmm, which -arnl-“

on. te 1, the OCalifornia Park System's 7ive Year
Mesto® Plan, -8 ists and desgribes the proposed acquisi~
tion thusi

*A beasutiful portion of San luis Obispe ccastiline,
including Os¢ Flaco Lake, 2 fresh water lake.
fxcellent clamming; surf fishing; besach ideslly
suited $o shoreline use. Kinimum developmente
required. Is in the Master Flan of Ghoreline Le¥w
slopment for Saa Luls Obispo Gounty as Priority 1.

the Sam Luis Obispo CQounty Master Plan
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of Shoreline Uevelopment, as amended and adopted by the County
Board of Supervisors, July 19569, states, page 31:

"Thoss parcels which are adjscent to and become pars
of existing parks (in this case, Pismo Beach State
Perk) should be acguired first,"

Also on the county level, t
gupervisore' report to the

Plan Committes in 1988, atatest

"At present we need greatly expanded facilities in the
south portion of the county. The most important of
theee areas is that surrounding Oso Flaco Lake..

LR 2

These coastal areas consist of miles beau 1
EE. -~ the lést Temaining Ol MH'.‘HHMH . O
pathing beaches, clamming beaches, ug water
skin~diving weters, plenic sreas, and scenic ccasial

drives.”

The county supervisers' 1858 report points
San luis Obispo beach areas ar rime B8E
. Q. 4 fhe o o !«pﬂ m.l. _Sald J & .,..‘..Z:m L 2B G AW AL0E

situsted in the genter of the two large metropolitan areas of
gelifornia, end cen be reached over good nighways in a very few
hours by ever nine million pecople.” (And the nipe milliion of
1958 has become the twelve million of 1968).

8L 10 COounty 6%

-

The Cslifornia Publie Cutdoor hecrsation Plan, p. 18, furiher
remarks;

be 1n public ownership or permanently w«uwwncwr for

1t ‘uwoanwow»owen»orwwnﬂonou-mﬁvvuul-un-
T hivercity of California and from California Polytech-
nic College have conducted advanced studies of the astonlshing
ecologierl situation in the Nipome Dunes for some years.

A whole soientifieally signifiesnt ion is inv here.

4 shiploesding faeility portends damage to present shore and
surf values!

(1) even well-kept #hipse reputedly spill or lesk oil. Fetro-
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(2)

The combination of I

leum pollution has an adverse effect on gurf fish and
sea oreatures on which surf fish feed. This would
f-fiehing now done there.

Lgz gpllution gouid po88ilL :

o clam nets the county hundreds of
thousands of tourist dollars per year, =8 well a8 8
gre:t deal of regreation plessure.

ships are, I believe, required to pump bilge not closer
to soore than twelve miles, but bilge reputedly washes
in tc shore areas.

the charscter of coke is of especisl interest in review-
ing all the factors of this proposed shiploading faeili-
ty. Coke reputedly gives off = fine, extremely light-
weight dust that cam only be partially controlled by
wetting-down, The sligntest movement ol ooke cauaes
gmoke~-like dust. It is expected that coke-dust will sift
out from aven well-built covered conveyors. Uoke belng
2 petroleum product, emlts an oily, rather sticky ocom-
nopent in its coke duet, ®aich is observable on hnuses
and eucalyptus groves in the line of wind-drift, even as
far =28 half = mile away from the present Collicr Carbom
snd Ohemigal Corporatien plant. 4lso, workers in the
coking plant state that on ihe job their skin and cloth-
ing pick up dust of am olly stickiness, difiicult to
remove in bathing.

Such ¢ dust, sif
the proposed couveyor, shiploading 4 pler,
will undoubtedly cause a disagreeable and unsightly film
of black in the immediate arsa.

on_the surf fish, and other marine
biology nesrby?

For some uomﬁuy residents along the Scuthern Pagific
nailroad are repcrted to complain adbout trainloade of
ok Y tent dust.

Dunes is unusual:

(1)

geashore water~oriented recreaiion!
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elasmming, eurf-fishing, bathing, skin diving, beach
Pleasures.

{2) fresh water-oriented recreation:
~in the lakes and oreek systems: fishing, duck hunt-
ing, canceing, rowing.

(3) upland reoreation:
-~ wide variety, probably found all together in no
other single outdoor area! dune buggy sport, horse-
back riding, hiking and plonicking, exteneive nature
study of both seashore and inland ecologlee, archae-
ologleal exploration, and the aesthetic enjoyment of
4 rare type of scenery.

(4) recreation impuzct on the aree is at ﬁnnnoua uonwpw»vwo~

even though uge hees cliwbed to s million . The
terrain ¢2n carry heavy mpact :wwa careful nmaumm«poa
goning.

Such qualitiss and chbaracteristics in recreation areas
as z2bove puts them in great demand, because in Cslifornisa
recreation is growing by leaps and bounds.

The powerful surf along the Hipomo Dunes shore would incline
belief that even a substantial pler would probably need the
pretection of = breskwater in this =res, Rather then clutter

& uniQue and seenic shoreline with one more pier and breakwater
wwozm ﬂsw aomua. it uocwa geem more aaowospa-www feaszible to

: ! eeds hn Hwn al

bor plans, 7The reil haul from Uolller GCarbon's aown v»mbn to
Fort Sen Lule would cost leas then their present rail baul to
2tockton or the Los Angeles Harbor complex.

Hather than exploitation by further industrial development,

the unigue shore complex of the Hipomo Dunes area needs environ~
mantal protection. To this end, the national Sierra Club
pussed a2 resolution June 9, 1563, recomsending preservation of
this unususl ares (variously calied the Nipome Dunes, the Santa
¥aris Dunes, the Oceano Dunes, or the Usc Flace Dunes). The
3lerra Club resolution recommends preservation of the shoreline
#nd considerable upland ares, looated in generzl between Arrcye
Grande Oreek and Point BSal...for scenic recrestion purposes,
under the management of the Californis Divielon of Beaches znd
Parks.

Conetruction of & pler and/or conveyor, no metter how adapted
to recrestion uses now established in the area, or adapted to
present scientiflic investigation, would serve only to contri~
bute further to encourage industrial enecroachment in an ares
that hae a much higher rotential than industrial soning....as
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evalusted at federal, state and county levels.

LN GONOLUBION, the endeavor of this ietter of protest has been
40 draw to your attention the wide range of factors inter-related
with the proposed navigation facility at the Nipomo Dunes shors,
for ths construction of which facllity, arplication for s permit
has been msde to you by Jollier Carbon snd Chemic¢al Corperation.
The effort in writing to you at this length has not been %o
op-ose navigational expansion, nor to discount the integrity and
experience which your Oorps brings te oconsideration of a project,
nor to oppese industrial develepment. .

All that is sought is a betier, & morTe aporopriate loocation for
the development, or & more suitable solution $o Oslliexr Qarbon's
ooke shipring problem. _

Gollier Carbon is seeking eeonomio survival. it oan be found in
another leeation. The Sierrs Club 1e seosking survival of a
unigue and beautiful kind of matural land complex that is irre-
placeable, that cannot be found in another looation, and that,
in its own individual way may actually be contributing to the
purvivel of the epiris of man, .

The Sierra Club is not opposed to industry or to the army Coxps
of Engineers or to ecgonomio growth., It is oconcerned with the -
highest quality of land use, &nd is conocernsd with the quality
ef living. Te project these COnaerns specifically toward the
¥ipomo Dunes, the following guestions are pertinent.

First, e-neerning the scenig resourge aspect:
Who knows what human thirst for beauty msy be assuaged
by walking in the solitude and soft winds of white,
wind~soculptured sand dunes?
¥ho knows what longing for silence =nd spaoce, wha$ urgeney
for relief from home and Dusiness pressures, mey be sup~
plied by the serenity, elear air and scenic beauty in
these gand dunes?

Seeond, eoneerning : aspect:
#no knows what family free clam digging
togeth:r on these wide, clezn beaches; whet teenager
driving his dune buggy with fury and fun, getse the 1id off
nis frustratione; whot smateur srohasologlst finds here
his firet Unumesh Indian arrowhead!

Teird, eoncerning the scientific respurge aspechi
Wno knows whet miraele drug, what new industrisl process,
what ohemicsl aid to agriculture, will emerge from the
test tubes where the collected plants and dissected small
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oreatures from the sand dunes are exauined in laboratery
crucibles?

uopuuoN¢¢=o.-»uwuannnbuaoouuapabu»o:unaunavnqouawwnuo-o
and any other factors fringing the proposed navig:=tion fazollity.
And we urge your primary consideration for ih ic v

of the Nipomo Dunes.

Very sincerely,

Mrs., Duncan P. Juckson
Sierra Club Coordinater
Hipomo Dunes Freservetion

¢e Dy, William E. Siri
President, Sierra Clud



