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CU IR.C I SELE by Jan Sabota, Guild of Book Workers 16th Annual Seminar on Stan-
dards-ofEcellence, Pasadena, California, October 1,8/t9, 1996.

t'The techni-que of Cuir-cise16 was used to deeorate leather bindings from
about 1350-1500 in central Europe. It was used extensively around 1900 in
France where a new artistic style utilizing the technique was creat.ed dur-
ing the Art Nouveau period. The term rcuir-ciseI'er originaated at that
time. Jan will demonstrate many different variations on thls rechnique
and show slides of a seLection of historical bindings created in cuir-
cisel6 and discus technique, tools and leathers. Jan Sobota attended the
School of Applied Arts in Prague in 1957, received his Masters of Applied
Arts, I{ajoring in Bookbinding in i969. He was accepted into MDE in 1979
receiving the title lYejster deT Einbandkunst. In 1984 the family moved to
the US" Since 1990 he has been director of the Conservation Laboratory at
Bridwell Library of Southern Methodist University in Dallas.'r

Jan (see picture next page) started to bind when he was- quite young, and didn't
have any money to buy tools. He knew about cuir-cisel6 and that it was €dS.v f,s
get the few tools necessary for the technique; and he could do design bindings
in cuir-cisel6 sty1e. One of Jan's early books was shown in a slide and even
the title on its spine was done in cuir-cisel6 because he didn't have brass
I etters .

The demonstration started with a few slides showing some of its history. We

don't have the pictures, of course, but the text which accompanied them is in
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