
- ,l Qlt SPINE :BANDS

r,*#fil*'i*rft ;:#tfi*l;+$*$*::'
n'li ot a hand of other *"luti"f is placed between these

:,*i,q stitcnes- tiiti"d-"i*ii"trv-t" eirduand tie-downs)

:::J lhe "ov"ti'i;-;;tqliai 
or between cover and spine

j;.irjs of text]ilio"x (FigurJ-Zi'cttti )'. Such non adhesive

* r; i:re technl-ques were ttty" ";*";; 
particularly in archive

i,:,,,)ing t"a qii[""=o""""=?"i when irsed in binding a

*ir,;rder ,"*t-iiJtrt-al="ct1i-to a limp vellum cover and

r,:Li:out *'t oI!-Jr semi ot'iiIrt"ftrl maLerials at spine'

,:,, nilin oujecllo"-to it' 1s i- "ott""rvation 
rebinding

:"'",';irod' is tr'""il""i-aiirit"ity one has in obtaining a

::::r;oth flow.of the leaves ;;;; sPll? and the necessity of

.a trght ".*t"| 
i"a *f t"t *t'"f' franating' the separate

:;.trircring *ot'5*enL' eny lvay' studying- of these types

,,: irir:clings "il-;#erimlnti'"g 
*y"tir gradually led me

': * uJre idea oi ririing-up tii; wirole aiea bet'ween the

*,.:''t-Ic-stitch *"a ttt*-**ttJ*iti"" of the spine with a

u;-dr: vrhittaw"a-ili"a' (r"-tf'"-iStft and 16t'h centuries
li;* d"istance between kettll =tiltf' and' head or tail
; ,j,;r;s is usually quite ""it"*' l I 

- 
f irst called such l

r*::rls "spine^t*i'a='; uut ull;;;; this }ed to confusion r
j r.+i'i we the rather unsatisio"toty t*r*-ienJ of spine bands" '
i ::*cm to remember there ;;ilg tirree main reasons for
i rii ing t" "-p"riment 

with this idea!

1. on some weightier volumes a desire to add more

support,"rr,'6ilitusiverf,""[e-" t1i:! to obtain this
vithout "#;;;;;;i 

";;;';; s ot text-block spine rords '

3., In theory and often in practice !h-e silhouet-!:'"f the

spine area, seen from'tirE-=iat of book' curvesJ;
this is because the tf ictcness of the spine bands

cause the cover to'=i""a--i*"y from text-btock spine

rorcls. iirii,rl- zl-,"t A---B"t ti the ext'remities of the
spine the 6ncrband toto ilti"g=- (if correctly angled)

forc one has this gentlv curving silhoue!!:-1?*"
tlrc lensth of spine iil;";g- ?i,!) which occasionallv
creates a certai" **Jt';i-.;i aiitort'ion to thg spine
{sometimes audible uI-"-";iick" at spine fold 

-andjoint rvhen flexing the sid'es) bgt as the cover
reJ-axes around the ";;";-;i-uoortl 

t'his effect usually
disappears.
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. 'nha anqle of lacing through endband cores 'from
T$t:i;i;fo "as",id5es 

not seem to me to be ideal'
for often tfre""ction rather tends to curl the head

"ia 
Liir "f 

the cover at the spine in towards the
center and-not simply.closer t'o text-block' (See 2

ffi;;- ana !,Eii3ure- 2sc.l ' A more shalrow angle of
illing ,it'r nbt form such a good tacketting of cover

near to "pi,r" 
so important for non-adhesive end's (See

ciraPter on Covering) '

{. 
:f .:::}:9,,.8,'it*;"":3"":*t:tr35 }:it;:urli'lnj.e was

r;I-;;;;ible with the Medieval primarv tvpe sewing

sLanding so firmly on the edge.of the text-block'
without weakening cover by hiving lht splle lacing
holes t'oo close f'o head' 'i-ta t'il 

edges lnigure '23f t '
note Lhese holes are already,close to a fold'causing
an added danger of weak""="iis:e-Covering:' ') !'.a
fault orten--ifr"t"i"g in 16th'iind 17th century }i*p
vellums Uy'-tfr"-vefium being broken between spine hole
atrd edge

Sr.t experimenLs with dummies followed' firstly by dropping

":.::*band corestottio the spine of text-block; as the
:.irickness of these corresponded' to the spi'ne- bands ' 

the
;;:.line silhouette of cover from sides v'rouId be left'
;[;;r;;"'if i;;;; 

'5,b, 
. r courd not ratrrom a method or

:;{:lding these end of 
-spine 

bands without making extra 
i

i.":l*s in spine folds of text-block; except by filling
i:1,:r wirole area from Lhe kettl'e to the ends of the spine
;;;.;;i;-q;a; ; short dj-stance in Medieval bindinss) '
lire serving can be incorporated with the sewing of sections
{jn a frane in i single opera.uion (Plat'e 65 ) or as 1
;;;p;t;L; -uewiig-;ffiii"r'in technique to normal endband
;;.:',ring. Either v/ay there are a viriety of possible single
r;i,r+in[s incorporating decorative thread work without
:r.;crificing tire basic structural purpose (Plate 64' 66-S) and

";5 course the d.ecorative possibilities become wid'er
:i.;il1 if one incorporates a second sewing-, say with colored
rilJ".s; but r;;;;ia;; this to be out of the terms of
lltis report .tra po""ibly out of the range of book
*i;ni:ervation ;; ;;;;iarl beins mofe in the realm of
i:tstorical study or facsimile making'

'ls &n exarnple of spine endband const,ruction I -describe
l, t: F* & type sewn after the sp:-ne s evring , rounding and
ir

* ; ti rng of the booJ( , in f acL at the time end.bands would
i r,'rt1i,3 I Iy novJ be s et{n . The bcok is fini shed with a built*
,*'10 k*ttIe hitch 5 which creates a Platform s rt to theuppo
; sr:*. The whittawed. band is cuL out wiLh beve AS
r; j;i-,,'-.irl in section f i gurc ? 3k anC ptaced aga ins'b text-block
1;1,* i.r1t3 so that it tucks into built up kett Ie and protrudes

.'t
Itt; /" :' 

'1i-' , 'r', ," S l

I



. :,.r t-lc ntore than the dist'ance of the bevel past ends':.:;; 'it,is"ii-[s'l) ' Tli" ]-atter distance can be

..-:,i.,6"oniy- lntough experience of the qualities of
.*,::r.r;r.*ca *au"iiii" "u-"d- 3t the tj:ne' in sewing some

r*;t! l:ow our iFi;f;;" 2.3tL-) another will simplv ford over
- arr. pdoes L?- text-ttoct (Figure 23'n ) ' and yet a

,_'" U Uarv --z .

.-..,i:.rl r.,,ill "r*piy 
crumple up (if too soft) '

o*o X ?*1,*:r:f lr the
. f, ;5 csvcrecl
'::.,i ?o i:* l p i?. I
;t h$ possibl
* *., ii;tf iCtiOn ?
i.'i;{I*l"*nccs l-

;r..!;:'f bl ,

I,,ritp,r*ing is a description of a simple technique which

! i;:iYg USed:

I ;ilrf,t vrr:fh a length of thread' with blunted needles at
t ili:cf,.encl,r pi";;i;g under. the ketL1e in second to end

' i'. irr:rins, r ;;Il-tt{;t$. throush . 
t'iI}. r have equal

"':,J;;;"in uitr,"t side'i'hen r bring t'he same needle
r ;';;iI over .rri-"i""tit in Lhe centei of t'he end gat'hering
i,;:.:er Lh€ kettle) ; this creates a loop of thread into
r,.:,|rth I insert the "spine ena Utt'd" in it's placeit'henI.
,.-ii"tig;;-iFis;ii zi,tl' -As, 

on t'his example' r wish
r"; f*rm a tronl bead, I must now take the other needle
:;, i pierce tfriough the bana o"'bhe insicle of the Lhread'
:":i-.] !:ack through to front of band' on other sid'e-of this
ir,.,ri,i--il'ig,irc'23, 

-o 
G pa P1ate 66 ) .ready to form-a

; ".:ri; I then tie-dovrn at each gathering (always under
r :* [sg1[s) wiir, the first ir't"ia a deslred number of times
i..r:.r.:ally once oi twice) *t"tt form a bead' by brin9l*g the
{.:;ir}i1rj Li:read over and' into the center of the gathering
:: i'j'snd; this is then wound around the desired number of
,, ri.::':rings and a bead formed by- f irst-thread and so oo r

,i'.::'ririli the t"It-ui".r. irigure 23ro- & Plate 67 )' rf
;':;i,r*d,<lecorative hitch stitches can be formed in many way

:. " f: nhews my use of a qommon Medieval decorative
;'-li-i-irn. The sfraping of the spine endband' onto the ed'ge
';1 Lr:..t,-bloek adds a certain piotection to it' f rom the
;' lr:rlrJ thread as well as . **l=rre of protection to this
ri,-'r f rom gurr*iir buffeti"g ,h"" volumL is in service'
', ',r't.: arcr-of course, a gr6at variety of possibilities
"ii t.l:e siraping and. pro*i""""" oi-"".i' "eni of spine bands"'
i *':u1<! IiLe to see a series of carefully thought' out
:. 

" it|;rrf,isOn tests carried ouL.

former makes a fine thick shape to the end

spine (plate 6 B c ) and it's bowing section
etaining a convex shape to the text-block
e that tfrese points contr ibute to a

f the bock op;ning (although because of
n skj-n it seems i*possible to test this

:
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