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;ir:.irng width of folder used. This has in fact scored and
::tiscd veIlum too sharply, it will tend to keep yawning
,, :,.r1 unless it is heavily pressed vrhen it tends to form
,,rir*tlrer fold (to accommodaLe its own width) .

J, curve throughout length of a turn*in fold is a coillmon
laulL, usually because one has set fold from turn-in.side.

'i'terlI formecl turn-ins r.rhich val{n ten<l to distort paste-
;'"'ri ioint action becones noisy and strained. Instbad of
,*- *ci paste-dou,n the aim should be tor,rards achieving a s
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Af ter the head and tai I tt,er€ turned in, corners were[XI"'l"io]n"llorr' angle -ri"r-"iiri"'i"rliji rorcr or fore-
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' .{ less bulky ),app r.ras fol}gd by cutting ar{ay the:I'i:::3"1;:: i -[i;; ]i, ;' th i., "i, J"i.,";eti,"i,oi'ir," ins icre
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rI 6URE ?7

1"r"CI ex&mP1es
florence in

gf my modern corner designs first usecl in
1967.

tl{itrecl Yappr corner
is ncat and simnle.
f acing dor{n ( cioe s n ot
the )'app.

'r this has a'sauare appearance rFrom tl:e inside a parecl mitre
collect dust) slror,.'s tire lr'idth of
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tTabb Yappr corner - this forns a
A slight angle can bc achievecl atto soften the corner appearance.
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FICURE, 28

SIotting and Lacing

Forlv rvorkers used simply a knife-cut through vellum cover
*;;;'t;;i;;'ir.'ri"el'-;;A-t'"n ir stout .thongi were used it
ii-i"r" to see ve1lum cuts !runninSt' I

*. l'lanv modern skins tear ouite easily, so.all,ttlt: I now
' ternrinat" 

"ioiif't-p.rnched 
holes/ and. rvirere divided thongs

,r. "i"a, 
ifr" tito holes are 'pttnclted c lose tog'ether with

Ir-r"siud ;;a ,na" be trr'een tirem to allot" the shaned
thongs to l;t ;ithout f riction betrveen ve l lunr and leather '
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The enobanrl
thr ough tl: e
rencl of spi.
at this poi

cores t'.'hich give a Ira
cover liner ancl tttril-

ne bandst a tight lock
nt.

j or support , Pas s
in. hrith my fl€trtr

is closelY formed
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!: 3 {it,ltE

tr*f**cdge ties

iir- thc t6tlr century fore-cdge tics lrrere

\-firictl ancl an atte'trpt at iCentif i cation
*f the anchorages tlsed on 15th and 16th

sT.* stlgsested here '

nurfle rotls and
b)' nerne of a fetnl
century bindings

ie" 3 hole rnethod tAts

b

1rl 3 holfi method tBtr

fr* I hole l"fiethod tfannedti

{tn I holc and around turn-in.
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rsys-edge ties continued:

flnf ttoll'adhesive bindings w]rere the end leaves are not

*trrck dorvn, ti;"f;;;:"ai:'g i;; anchorag'es serve also the

.rrnor. o[ totlui' in 'iituining 
the- siiane of the covers '

i;" r;; deve,*ii:g .;i'^1.i1:il:*:;,*:i.'l::::il:iililn".,*iot' l:Tt - 
ol 1oo,r1o" solutiin- "t trt" *o*"ni'iu ti'e i ttuo

L;i:tll?i"3'p;"-i;;; ;;i;-iI"'ii'-in " firm tacket and

rxrorrs the .r"";i;;t-oi- tr-,I"b;;k whi lst being reacl''

tZ hole methodt locked on outside 9! cover' This

reduccs lump of i,o'"d mateiiat-inside book anC also

helps tie to it",rou' clear tor''*n-uio[-is being read and

can'be replacedt
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}{OTES-COVERING \ .

I. As with paper, f lexibi lity in ve ll.un has much to do
r*itlr the rnoisture content of atmosphere in rl'hich
we study it" It is absurd to run comparison tests
of strength, flexibility etc*, in variing atmospheres.

t"n The unexpectedness of finding that many early 16th
century lirp veIlum bindings -are covered, ffbsh sideout, needs to be investigated, Dr" R, R6ed has carried
out one or th'o experiments-, unconnected to binding vellum
rrhich indicates that the flesh-side is less absor6ent
than tI"-gr?il. -This I rr'orr1d imagine depencls on the
t),pe of f inish given to f lesh side. The'medieval
glamples r*'hich I have studied seem to have/or had ahigh velvet filir! (this does nor include IvtSS fragments
used for such hindings) one rr'ould imagine this to be
more absorbent, but cert-ainly much taitile pleasure
rnay be gained from such bindingsr

3, Irregular- shqpgs and constructional features after *L",- years of handling create en exterior surface to the
ve l lurn cover- which supplies an organic ( living) rrholeness
{Plate 2* ). Alrhgugh a dann si;iht fi.ner tfian muchI'r+i11ed" alt, such throrv-ar^ra:r' craftsmanship ech<lb ;;

- attitude of a particular past sg€, (strch ii^reguj.aritiesshould be pfgserved at ali costi and never "tIdea ur;i-
and has nothing much to do with modern conscrvdtion'. 'rebinding, so I leave my turn-ins perfectly straight in )tl" hope.that future .students of binding m'ay 
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mistake my work for anything but the ZOi:h c6riury. :
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ttl This is ofle of those points r*hich has been total.lvnissed in all the lrorir I have seen b), binders inifuencea
!I.*y y?Tk (prgbably.mainty from a 5'minute spot on the
:9I9,, flil produced by R,C.A. concerning ftootl restoration
.aI the, B . N. C, F) . One of the troub les i; that the modernDlnder's training is so poor that it alIorr,s thcm toinagine that att.bindings are -simply a string of clevertechni!tyus done in vari6us orders, i*uctr an attitude ofmlnd allorrs them to dabbte in atl tlzpes of binding--and
:f.lll periods--.they wili restore an oriental b;;f one day,
I l6th century l{estern the next, a l2th century theday af ter, a ii*p ve I lum af te, tr,ot. - 

-3";h"ii'ilr"""
tYperficial"ity r,'hich leads to the butcherv vrhich so
9i:lyrqds. me,.- It is a surprising attitucie ,' I;;' r-ioutdlm-agrne the difficult working oualities of 'vellum wouldmake anyone hurnble and respeitful"

ls B

J


