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Miscellaneous information f‘rox‘ various sources, 3
—— From Peggy Lecky | April 22, 1962
B S L . SN SR 3 e
—gane Bros. & Lane have a glair callted "Varsize", which =

I used on that horrid cellulose-finish Fnglish morocco,
which won't take egg glair & hand tooling. (But it
o —stamps 0. K. }“‘mﬁest on oasis and levant to compare
. with Fixor. S USSP S|

__On my return from S.F. found a wonderful letter from -
Carolyn Horton answerlna many quest1ons, as followss

For repairs "Paste th?* Vinyl in 1t“ Paste, wheat flour
——ete. vinyl "Sobo", etc. o o — 3
- Schweitzer's #436 is a PVA -in a selven —

non—warp, good for wvellum & water-proof cloth

“Adhesive 45-172 is made by National c‘“tarch.
 “4dmilar to Sobo.- S —_—

"All t}‘eqe new white adheﬁlve%, 1ncludlng
'F‘lmer's,‘ are Pilyvinal acetate basically."

“WThe British VYuseum recommends treating with potas sium
e laetate—one—day & thenoitine the mext: Tt dependson

humidity. We treat the whole croup of leather bindings =
o\

! first with not. lac., then oo over them all fd¥ corners
— ——whieh need-—rebuiltdinr—toose—tnhetes—chins—vwhichnoed—

colorinm, broken heads, ete, After that we oil. For _

larre collections we use B,M, leather dressine, T
—————advyise—reainst—Pawsonts “‘Fﬁmﬂ%’—‘i f—it—hrsntt—changed—
hecanse the last T te‘:’h‘(‘ thev used carhon tetrachlo- =

“ride, which is lethal. Walf lanolin & half neats foot
—————ait dseveellent—{& mnot-—a health - hazards*—

"This Tuly Farold Triholet and T are to pgive a week's =
" course at foop~ r"town, N.Y. on the wreqprvatzan, con—
~——————=ervation and-restoration of bhooks; manuscrivts, drav—"
ings, prints, ete. T think my part will be run of the mill
treatment of collections.™

"If we find =spines loose, let us say on the front joint
——onty, we nut in a half tube, just a Told of paper which
_comes outto the front joint. If the whole spine is off
we put it back with a whole hollow tube. A hollow tube
———mwust not just be glued to the spine in toto. We put
_loose hoards on ¥ith new hinges under the old end papers.

Tor this I have to write an article. Tor tho _vbresent ome

~<_ can tie them ilp with tape."

Mr%. F‘ahey was ‘in the Groller f’lub but I didn't meet her
“to my sorrow, Ruth Johnson from Palo Alto came, now in
- England, a specialist-in restoration; I mether—and you—

— /




e

would enjoy her if you hawv t*mgg4wﬁhgwill,beback“inw,
June or July."
NE¥ YORK PUBLIC LIRRARY le

r dressings

_Lanolin, anhydrous, U8, F, 17.5%
Yellow Bee's Wax 9.
'Neat foot o0il, 20 degree cold tgsté o5,
§0d1um stearate - ) N+ T 4
Water distilled : — - 46,

The above formula when properly compounded results in an
emulsion about the consistency of cold cream, and can be
made up by any chemist, or purchased, in guantity, from
a wholesale drug house. It may be applied to the leather
with a cloth pad, a small brush, or the tips of the fin-
gers, care being taken to apply it only to the leather and

-not to cloth or paper. After it is applied the books

should stand for a few hours, then all surplus removed
with a soft cloth.

This formula may be purchased from the Haas Pharmacy ’
812 Madison Ave., N,Y. 21, N.Y. , — -

FROM —Haroltd Tribolets

__Hard glue —— A Fxtra No. 375 from Cooper Co. Milwaukee, Wis,

"It is a hard-drying glue which we use preliminary to
rounding and backing. We generally mix it with cold water
~and then heat in double boiler, making certain it does not
become extremely th1ck." PS from reggy—- Tdidn't 11ke it.

Glair for difficult leathers ( i.e. nasty Pna11sh)
GOLDSTIK from Apex Chemical Co., Inc., 225 W. 34th St.NY 1

_"This solution will certainly help you to make the gold

adhere, but you will find the impressions to be sllghtly )
ragged in comparison to the regular albumen tooling on
—oasis." : — :

Binder in Philadelphia, Fritz Bberhardt, 7141 Cresheim Rd.,

is currently (1956) (9) selling a “wedlsh calfskin, "He

has described the price as moderate & indicates the leather
is fjuite fine for binding. I cannot recommend it as we have
not made any tests, but you might be intrested in it."

From letter of June, 195903 —

"As to the Gaugin sketches which were d1scovered in our
shop, you will be intrested to know that the paper on which
the drawings were made had been mounted on the ecuivalent of
chip board about 3/16" thibk anﬁuthat we had to remove the
board from the back by picking away with a small knife. The

—drawing was put face down on a perfectly flat surface so

>







there would be no bending involved and the picking of
___course place on the back. Af the board was removed we i o
found two or three major tear®™ which had been repaired with
~ pieces of paper roughly 3" wide and several inches long. '
——  — _The paper -was cuite toush so instead of peeling we elected —
to steam it off and this was done without trouble.

~"As a rule we have found the dry peeling process to be the
safest and surest way to separate materials. However, if

water and emﬂoy it as a ‘:olvpnt f‘or _the adhemve. ,,,‘,fhe, ,,,,,,, .
natent stamp and book plate remover described as "Oh-TI" is a
e wetting arent-we have mot used but we hnve used Tomething
similar in the past.... Incidentally where olue is involved -
we have found cold or tenid water to bep sunerior +o wvarm
——————waterand-hot water frerverntty eavsss staine to develon
from the olne, "

T ¥rom letter of Octoher, 10858

———— ks t£hin Filr of leather which comes from the arnendix of
o steer has nossible nse on vellum whken voun exnerience a
disinterrated area. Tn other words, it wonls he unsed some—
T ihine like cilk chiffon over the surface of weakened naper.
Tt -is-se -thin that it wenld have to he -annlied ornbeth sides
" of a vellum or narchment leaf. At some future date T will
" probably he able to cive a fall report on “this rather in-
— terestincexperiment— Vielin strins —ent—isFfineFfor cewing -
a tear in vellum, parti culerly when it éxists in a critical

area such as a fold at the joint but even better is s“tunng
——————scut—available to surgeons ina— little glass wial fil Ted with

a nre%ervat1ve. We like it this way because it is obtaln—
~able in vmr10u< thicknesses and is nice and pl1able

H.T. does not use vinegsar in water when putting leather on

" book. Uses v1n1rrer—xmter nr1or to toolnw if leather sur-
—————face seers—greasy.

B, T. on veltum bindinpgs == March 1959 o T

———————"Franklty T can*t getexcited about veltur bindings and would
__never encourage a person to do one, particularly if he has
had limited experience. The best way to flatten the creased
———vellum is to moisten it on both sides and then tack it down
to a piece of rigid plywood so it dries taut. If it doesn't

remove the creases nothing will, —- 1Is this vellum smooth
—~, on both sides or is it binding vellum with one side smooth
__and the other side coarsened? If it has 2 smooth surfaces,

I would recommend that he use a piece of sandpaper on one

~— side to develope a "tooth". Lininz his vellum with a piece

__of all-rag paper as a preliminary operatien is good and we

recommend it,"
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"Hecould sew on vellum slips and then lace them through the
cover in the typical fashion but I would recommend that he
sew the books on #" linen tapes and then insert the tapes
between split boards."

H. T,
I1lionis Adhesive Product Co. 3101 S. California, Chicago,
I11., #1049 uncolored spacing cement. "It is a warp-proof

adhesive especially useful in mounting paper objects to-
gether." P,L. Solvent is Isopropyl Alcohol. I found taht
it dries too Cuickly to use on large surfaces—-—but maybe my

-technique was faulty, Also Illinois Adhesive Products Co.

carries the flexible clue H,T. uses, #683-C38., Hot Animal
glue.

Leather (calf) for repair: Horween Leather €0., 2015

Elston Av., Chicafo 14, Skins run about 10' and are $1.00
per foot. (9/27/60) (Mr. J. Holton = refer to F.T. Rakeside
Press

White alum tanned pig skin: from Nelson-Whitehead, who get
it from G.W, Russell & Soms,; Ltd. prepared by the Gryfe
Tannery Ltd. at Bridge of Weir, Scotland.

Notes from my trip to Chicago-N.Y,-Washington in 1960,

R.R. Donnelly:

Bleach paper: Use potassium crystals, then water, then 6%
sulphuruos. Thin with water; ume minimun. Test with
litwous paper. Size Gelatin & water———test by feel, Use
gelatin sheets in warm water to dissolve, keep warm, add dye
(rRit). Get gelative at ordinary drug store. Or Fisher
Scientific Co. Pgh., Chicao., N.Y.: made in Belgium, fine
gelative, silver label.

Bibliographys
"Manuseripts & Documents: Their deterioration & restoration'

by W.J. Borrow, Charlottsville, Va. ,University of Virginia
Press; 1955/1950,

Repair: Cut to tool line. Lift leather 4 or % inch. (lean.
Add strip of good heavy paper from tooling (or leather edge’
to board for build-up. Used "Booksaver" to prevent swelling
by moisture of paste.

Leather stains: Ciba Co. "Cibacete". It's a powder; dis—
solve in alcohol (metholethyl Alcohol). Also uses pastel
crayons to tint paper repair.

R.R.D, uses paste from “amuel Schweitzer Co,, 660 W. Lake St
Chicago. Dry paste #6. Comes in 51b. bag, Use 6 parts wat

~to 1 part glycerin (to prevent cockle); add paste last; add

5,6 drops formaldehyde to made-up paste. (P,L., I find it

J
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keeps about 4 weeks. It's a little gray, but doesn't seem
to.stain)

Colors: Dr. Martin's Synchromatic Transparent Colors (from
art Supply stores),

Bibliography:
"The Conservation of Books & Documents" by W.G.Langwell,
FoReT.0., BuxgessxRubxx€sxx4x London: Pitman, 1957. Also,

"Mending Books is Fun" by Brooks Byrne, Burg
ding ] ] s Burgess Pub., Co.
426 S.6th St., Minneapolis 15.

Newberry Librarys Uses gum resin paste from National Adhesi-
ves, 11-0571. Water soluble; uses for box making,

Fe Fo I W I H 3 3 I JH K I I I H W KT K I HH HH I K HH I F W W E I W R N A KR
C.Horton, NYf :#436 Adhesive (for vellum, etc.) Samuel
Schweitzer Co., 660 W. Lake St. Chicago 6, I11., (Peggy like:
it a lot —— like Wildhold, etc. A Polyvinyl.

e T e T e e T

‘ €. Horton:

Sew old old books on natural cord —-- ship's chandler,
Headbands on cords, weave with linen cords {carpt warp).
Put leather down with paste & vinyl (2/8 paste,l/S vinyl).

Dyes: Aniline dissolved in alcohel, Prineciple: alcohol
removes o0il from leather, so use just enough to dissolve
aniline, then dilute further with water.

N.B. At Donnelley's the leather repairer had his dyes
diluted in aleohol in little open porcelain dishes, which
dried out, but then he'd add more alcohol when he wanted to
use them. '

G. Gerlach hates powdered aniline dyes because they fly
around so, but they could be prepared out of the bindery
area in alcohol & then would be safe.

Recommends surgical knife, #4. handle, #23 blade; doesn't
see how any one can work without one,

Bibliography: U.S. Dept. of Commerce, National Bureau of
Standards: "Inks", Cirecular £4°6,

To test paper for wood pulp. Use Phloroglucin solution to
testy comes in crystals (alcohol soluble). Amend Prug &
Chemical Co., Ine, N.Y,C.

Bibliography: "the repair & preservation of Records",
Adelaide T.. Minogue. Bulletin of the National Archives,
No. 5, Publication No. 25(Sept. 1943).

Uses graph tissue paper for titles.




