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TT6 The Book cluh of cahfornia

Back in San Francisco, her growing reputation for well-researched,

meticulous work established her as the expert in book restoration. In
rgTL she became one of the foundirg members ofThe Hand gookbinders

of california (still a dynamic organi zatton after near\y thirty years) and a

contributing presence at meetings until her health no longer permitted
her to attend.

In 1988, the Women of achievem ent, Vision and Excellence (wevr)
award, given to exceptional women over the age of seventy (noru pre-

sented by Lifeprir|, was presented to Stella for her Leadership and pio-
neering spirit in her contributions to the community. She was awarded

the title of uonorary Member of the Guild of Book Workers in rg93.

Stella was feted by the Hand Bookbinders of california in 1996, and r
November 1996 was designated"stella Nicole PatrtD^y" by Mayor Willie
Brown.

In ryg; Stella Patri became one of the earliest recipients of the Oscar

Lewis Award, of the Book Club of california for her outstanding contri-
bution to the book arts.

one of the treasures of the Book Club of california library is the col-

lection of transcribed oral histories of those concerned with fine printing
and books , and, it is here that you can meet Stella at age eighty-three.

Within "The Hand Bookbinding Tradition in the San Francisco Bay

Area," Berkeley: Regional Oral History Office , t982, is SteLIa Patri's fasci-

nating history told as she might tell it to you. Her voice, her authority,
her reservations, and her uniqu e charm come through the wntten page as

she still continues to inspire and delight.

Sercwdipity

MUSINGS FRoM THE CoMMITTEE CuAIRMAN
In mid-1une, the American Library Association came to town. For this

occasion, Peter I(och, printer of the renowned @wterly News-Iztter,

turned his talents elsewhere. Off his press came twelve hundred crisply

designed copies of Ftqre Boolcs d Manrna,tpt Colle,ctiows tn the Ltbvavtes of. *t

Qrrtsr

San Fyanc-Lsco Bry Area. How did rh
press printerl We would normC
wind," but then the title page Sv
fornia zoor." Look to l(och a cop\

As Marion the Ltbrarian of '

zt,ooo strong, so was the "wells I
with "The Book Guys" at the Co:

ephemeralist instincts demanded

book appraisal fair and live tapir

radio program" to be broadcast on

After all, We1ls, Fargo s( Co':

quarlan Epes Ellery back in the :

"Tell them you mean the r85cs. N
ilrry! " Only time saved a nationz

entire collected works o{ a minor
inspired by Wells Fargo. We refer

who trumpeted his yeal occupation

Po8."

Mike Cuthbert has a resonanr.

good wit. At the other end of the r

of Second Story Books in the Ca

knowledge, humor, and practicalr

sandwich was none other than Ni
with "the Gentle Madness" of Br

duced his second volume on the I
from the names of the stone lioru r

We think "Patience S( Fordru

award for those BCC members u'h

say "Hurraht " for Basbanes. whe
six thousand copies, his second is

third is already in the works, md
only assume that "a gentle madnes

One point Basbanes made abor

,


