June 3, 2024

Dear Anita

Thank you for your acknowledgment, deed of gift, and receipt for my Book(s) of the
Chicago worlds fair.

I think they were bound by my Grandfather, Ottomar H. de Castongrene. He was a
bookbinder by trade. And his family Crest is on the front cover of both volumes.

He was originally from the Alsatian region of France. He come over the the US in late
1800s, and worked in Ohio for awhile. Was listed in the Typographical Journal, Vol.
X1V, January 2, 1899.

He then moved to Toronto, Ontario where he met my Grandmother, May Smith, and
they were married in the 1800s. ( newspaper notice)

He was listed in Men of Canada 1902. After that they moved to Chicago, Ill. Where he
was in the Book publishing business.

My Father was born in 1903 in Chicago. Later they moved to St. Louis, Mo. Where
they owned a house in Kirkwood Mo. Just outside of St. Louis. Sometime later, during
the depression; they moved back to Chicago, where he died in 1940 at the age of 67. He
is buried in Toronto, along with My Grandmother and Aunt Lillymay.

The books have been in storage boxes since they left St. Louis, as far as I know.
Book was stored in boxes until about 2021.

I believe the book was published and distributed as individual chapters, which he then
bound together

I'm enclosing a Table of Contents which I've prepared, since the books do not have one!
Maybe you can put it with the books.

I'm looking forward to visiting your museum sometime. But, I unfortunately, have no
idea when

Yours sincerely

Russ deCastongrene



PS: The Fair was depicted in the recent movie: The Current Wars, in 2017. About
Edison, Tesla and Westinghouse as the first to use electric lighting. The Colombian
Exposition. 1893.

My grandfather had an extensive collection of books in various stages of binding and
various cardboard pages for binding. We just recently unpacked all of the stored items.

Book binders museumletter
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