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il1 p rn tl
cle Suat\,ItIY, tire skinner stretches it on a kintl oIl-rirnre,
and parescfftheflesh lvith an iron instlumeut, tliis tlorte,
it is nioisteneil with a rag i anrl por*:ciei'ed clrall' being
spread over it, tlre skinuer take s a large plirnice stone,
fltrt at bottorn, and rul:s over the skin, antt thus scotlr's

off tlre flesh; he then goes over it again rvitlr arr irori in*
strumcnt, ruoistens it as before, and rr.ibs it again u,it[r
tlre punrice stone r',,ithout any chaik ttnclerneatll: tlris
srnooths antl so{iens tlre fiesh side very consirlerab}rv, FIe
tlren drains it again, by passing over it the ii'on itrstru-
ment as before. Tire tricsh siCe being thus tiraineil, i,.1.

scraping off tlre moisture, he in the sanie nlanuer Fas$es
the iron ove tr the rvool ol hair side : then stretches it olr
a franre, and scrapes the lleslr side again : tlris finishes
its rlraining I and the nrore it is clrainertr the rvhiter it
beconres. The skinner notv throrvs on ntore chalk,
srveeping it over with a piece ol'lamb skin that hns tlre
rvool on ; and this sr:rooths it still falthr:r. It is llorT,'

lefi to drlr and rvhen dried, taken o{l'the fraine by cr:t-
ting it ail.round. Tlre sliin thus fnr Frel]arad try thr'
skinner, is taken out of liis hands by tlre parchnreut nra*

ker, rvlro first, rvhile it is dty, prres ii on a sunttnel',
(rvhich is a cal1 skin stretclrecl in a I!'arne), rvith a sharp-
er instrument than that used by tlre skinner I alrtl rvork-
ing rvith the arln from the top to the bottol:r of the
skin, takes arvay about one half oi its thickness. The
skin thus equally parecl on the flesh side, is again ret der-
ed sruootlr, by being rubbecl rvith the punrice stone, on
a bench cover.ed with a sack stuft'ed with flocks ; which

manner at'tr-
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SHAMOIS, CseuoIS, or Sneunnr, a kind of lea-
'ther, either dressed in oil or tanned, much esteemed for
its softlless, pliancy, &". trt is Preparecl fronr the skin
of the chamois, or slranrois, a kind o{ rupicaprar or wild

Soat, callecl also isard, inhabiting the rnountains of Dau-
,[bioy, Savoy, Pietlmont, -*!,1 ihe -Pyrenees. , 

Besides

ihu roftness and warnrttr of the leather, it has the facul-
:ty of bearing soap rvithout damage ; rvhich renclers it
very useful on meny accottnts.

I'n Fratlce, &c. to** wear the skin rarv, without any-
:Ilneparation. Slr**rny leather is usetl {or the purifying ,{
mercurlr which is dohe by passins.:-t- tbrough the pores of
tbis skin, which are veryclose. 

-The 
true chamois lea-

:tber is counterfeited wiih common goat, kid, and even

with sheep skins, the practice of which-make-s a particu-
'lar profesiion, cailed by the French c/tamoiszlre. The
Iast though the leaet esieemed, i's ye! so popular, and

such orsi'quantities of it are prepared, especially about
Oileans, Marseilles, and Tholouse, that it may be pro-

,:pGr to give the method of prep&ration.

ry kid sktniin ail, tn tmitatirtn of shammy.-lhe skins,
beirrg washed, dt'ained, and smeared over with quick-

"lirne on the fleshy side, are foldecl in two lengthwise,
the wool outwardi, ancl laicl in heaps, and so left to fer-
,ment eiglrt days, or, if they had been left to clry after
flaying, then frfteen days.

Then they at'e rvashed out, drained, an-cl ha]f dried ;
laid on a rvobden legr or horse, the wool stripped off with
e round staff for that purpose, and laid in a rveak pit,
the linne whereof lrad been used be.fore, and has lost the

groatest part of its force.
After a4 hours they are taken out, and left to drain

24 more I they are then Put in another- stronger pi'
'?his done, tlrey are taken out, drainetl, at-'d pt :-

"again, by turnsi u'hiclr begins to dispose then; '- .ake
oii ; and-this practice they continue for six rveeks in
summerr or three months in rvinter : at the end where-
of they el'e washed out, laid on the rvootlen l*8, aud the
surface of the skin on the wool side peeled off, to render
thern tho solter ; then made into parcels, steeped a. night
in the river, irr winter more, stretclred six or seYen over
,o{le ar:other on the wootlen legr and the knife passed

strongly on the fleshy side, to take off any thirrg super-
'fluous, - 

and reuder tlre skin smootlr. Tlren they are
,steeped as before, in tLe river, and the s:r.me operation
,is repeated on 'the wool side ; they are then throrvn into
a tub of water, with hran in it, which is brewed among
tlre skins till the greatest part sticks to tlrem, and then
:separated into dislinct tuhs, till tlrey srvell, and rise of
ttremselves above the mter. By this metrns the re-
,rnains of the lime are clearetl out; they are tlren wrung
ffit, hur:g up to tlry on ropes, entl sent to the nrill, with
the quantity of oil necessary to scour tlrem : the best oil
,is that of stock-fish. Ilere tlrey are first throrvn in
:bunclles into the river for 12 hours, then laid in the
.rnill.troush, snd futlecl without oil till tbey be well solt-

enerl ;- ttren oiiecl w'ith the hand, coet by one, and thus
I'ormed into parcels of four skins each ;-rvhicli are mill-
etl and drieci on clrords a secrrnd tin:e I ttrren a thirtl ; and 1;

then.-oiIecl again, anti rlried. T. his process is repeaterl 
L

as often as necessity requires I lr*en clone, if there be
any muistnre remaining, tlrey are driecl in a storr€r and
rnade up into parcels wlapped up in gvool I after som€
tim.e !.lrey a:.g opelecl to tlre air, but rvretr)pectr up again
as befbre, till such tinre as t.he oil seerns to have lost all
its fbrce, wirich it ordinarily does in 24 lrours. 'Ilrc
skins are tlren returned &om the nrill to rhe chanroiser
to be scoured; which is done by putring them in a lixi*
vium of wood ashes, rvorking and beating them in it rvittrl
poles, and leaving them to steep till tlie ley hath had
its e$ect I then t.hey are \vrunu out, steeped- in another
lixiviurn, rvrlrng asaiir I and thus is repeated till all tlre
grease 3Td. 

oil b,._J,*:'ged otrt. When this is cnone, they
are half dried, antl passecl over a slrarp-edged iron instru-
nrent, lilaced perpendicular in a block, wlrich opense
softens, and makes them gentle. Lastly, ttiey nrd tho-
roughly dried, and passed over the sanro instrumont
again I which finishes tlre prepareriion, and leaves thenr
in the fornr of sharmffi1r,

Kid and goat skins are sharnoisetl in tlre sarne manner
as tlrose of sheep, excepting that the hair is taken off
rvithout the 

-use_ 
of any- Iinie I and that when brought

frorn tlre rnill they uudergo & particrilar preilaradon
callecl ramallingo the rnost cleiicate and difiictilr o1 ell tlie
others, It consists in this, tllat, as sooll as brought fiu*r
the nrill tbey are steeped in a fit lixiviunr, tsfen out,
stretchetl on a round lvooden l"g, and the l:air is scrapecl
ofl rvith the knife ; this makis thern $moorh, an.i in
working. to cast, a kind of fine knap. The di{liculty i*
in :ffprng thern^evenly._
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