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fi 00K REVIEl^l - This issue we're going to take a break from the GBt^l Seminar
and turn to an extensive book review. l,ie'l I return and conclude GBI'J ma-
teriaI in the next newsletter.
THE CRAPT cF.:CKBINDTNG (A Practical Handbook) by Eric Burdett, David
Charles Ltci., London 1975 - Third Impression 1983. Beige cloth spine,

half bound with dark brown cloth boards; "fake" brown labels with gold embossing
(very attractive); signature sewn;400 pages including a Glossary, Index, Sup-
plier's 1ist, BiblicEraphy, and Materials discussion"

You may remember the history of this book. l,Je were discussing pamphlet binding
and Marilyn Skinner sent four pages from the Burdett book covering the "Harrison
method" (see BGN-XVl-7-1/3). I had never heard of the text and could not find
one (a situation probably exacerbated by the book being published in London, by
arr Engl ish author). i,ieanwhile Bob Lyon gratiously ient me his copy anci here is
its review. (The good ner,rs is that 0ak Knoll Books has had copies available
once or twice recently.)
In generai, I liked :his book a lot; enough to think the tjtle for overall
"desk reference" is -rp for grabs. As you can te11 from our ratings chart (BGN-

XVI-B-15) i sl ightly favor Johnson's THAMES e HLTDSON I4ANUAL oN BooKBrNDrllG over
Laura Young's BooKB.::DrNG AtiD :zNSERVATTzN By HAND. Now the former has a chal-
lenger! Both texts cover just about everything although each has its strong and
weak points. As exantples: Johnson is clearly better on headbands and endpapers,
while Burdett shines in adhesive binding, a subiect getting more attention these
days because so much information is on single sheets. You may recall one re-
viewer whose injtial rating of a text is based on its clarity of endband winding
jnstructions. Burdelt loses points here, pictures are used, and to not very
good effect. It's not terrible, i could tie one following the directions; but I
know how.

Drawjngs and pictures are used. The pictures are "middling"; mostly clean but
"g"ay" wjth not exceptional contrast. Drawings are mostly quite good; sti11,
endsheets and sewing figures are too small to show needed detajl.
A beginner would find this text pretty heavy going but that's bound to be true
of a book complete enough for a more experienced binder to use as a handbook.
Still, it could be a lot worse. This is probably an excellent textforBurdett's
students who also see the procedures demonstrated.

In summary; if you only had one bookbinding reference, this might be a good
choice. So if there are some negative comments made in this review, remember,
nothjng can be perfectl
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