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The subjeot of this sketch was born in Tyler County, Texas, hovember
16, 1860, the son of a farmer.

He attended the neighborhood schools, the high school at Woodville
and the Southwestern Uniﬁbrsity at Ceorgetown, Texas.

Was .admitted to the-Bar at Woodville, in Tyler County, in 1885 aend
retired from the praﬁtiee of the law in 1900.

In 1886 entered the lumber business, first dealing in timber and tim-
bered lands, in which activity he was supported by capital from Boston,
Mess. This business expanded rapldly into the construotion of sawmills,
the building of railroeds and the opening of towns and villages in East
Texas and culminating in 1901 in the ofganization of the Kirbi'Lumher Com=
pany with a capital of §$10,000,000.00, of whiech he became and still is
President and principal owner. ' : |

Mr. Kirby is likewise President of the Southern Tariff Aésociation,
organized in 1820 to seoure an equal opportunity for Soutﬁﬁrn producers,
and especially the farmers, under the tariff laws from'tiﬁe to time enacted
by the Congress. _ T

He is President of the National Couneil of Stdﬁh iégislatures, organ-
ized in Washington, u..e. in 1927 to uphold the Constitutiun of the United
States and to protect tha sovereign States of the Union in their reserved
n&ghts against Congressional or other usurpations,

Mr. Kirby is a member of the Episcopal Church, is a Soottish Rite
Mason 32’,'3 Shriner, Knight Templar, and a member of other orders.

He is a member of all the prominent llouston clubs and of the Southern

Socletly and Manhattan Club in New York.



Mr. Kirby is a Democrat and at the present time is State Director
of Finance for the National Democratic Committee.



TXCKRPTS from & letter written ebout 1901 Dby

John Henry Xirby.

T am fearful that the vast ma jority of the rich in Americea
todey ere destined to burn in hell, if there 1s & hell. My
jdee sbout weslth is thet those who possess it should use it
es & private trust for the benefit of humanlty. Thiése who
pile it up end hoard it in selfishness are enemies to them-
selves and to the people. If we ever get rich we shsll use
our weslth not elone for selfish pleesure but in promoting
the heppiness of others, in building up schools, colleges
end churches, in relelving the distress of the poor end in
bettering the people and the communities among whom and in
which we live."

mwill read my S&H - & thing I hav'nt done todesy because of

the length of this epistle and my participation in severel
interesting discussions here in the smoking room. There &re
severel very interesting characters aboard- men of lerge in-
formation end very clever conversationalists. Wwhat a source
of pleasure a well atored mind 1is. It is a kaliedscope of
pleesing topics, thoughts and subjects. Some men seem to

heve read everything eand to heve remembered all that they

heave read. Such men, if their exertions are for the Right

are a greet blessing to the world. According to my notlon

it ought to be every men's ambition to have it sald that the
world is better for his having lived. - I wonder 1f the remain-
der of my life will be cest upon lines that will enable people
to say end feel thet way about me when I have passed out?

With your help, yes. "T am putting a rather fearful responsi-
bitity on you today, em 1 not? This is the second time this
thought has been presented to you in this letter. ‘T feel the
need of your aid and I don't mind asking for it. T know 1t
will be extended with all the esrnestness you can command. i
feel assisted from the mere sct of asking, and before my messSage
resches you- unless it reaches you by the electricity of thought,
that mysterious meens of distent communicetion about whiech I
know so littls." o :

npeel en invineible strength end irresisteble power, end em
anxious to exert them. Tt is not conceit, but the sense of
power whiech & consciousness of duty faithfully preformed brings
to 211 men, argumented by the blessings of God in the form of
perfect health end physical strength. There is nothing in
present results from my Western trip to meke me conceited, in
fact it is more of a failure than a triumph, but I cen see
behind it the breasking mfl dawn and I shell keep up the effort
with the deep conviction that ere the sun's reys gild the hill
tops end the valleys I shall see victory. The right will
triumph, the meritorious will win, the deserving will preveil,
My enterprise will help the poor, will give employment to
labor, will add to the prosperity of my Stete, and will enlerge
ete.”
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The épirit of Democracy.

- When your invitatlcn came to deliver an address at this meeting
of your association it was coupled with the suggestion that I was free
to select my own subject, but for the purpose of yourprogram you would
1ike to be advised in advance as tc what that subject was. I answered
at once that I would submit a few ohservations on the Spiriti of Demo-
cracy. This happens tc be & husy period with me but like all Americans
T can talk on this subject without previous preparation.

The Spirit of Democracy is that spirit which has dominated the
American people for two hundred years and which hsdesids had its appro-
priate expression in that marvelous document given to the world at
Philadelphia on the Fourth of July, 1776, when we said "all governments
derive their just powers from the consent of the governed.”

This was a new angd astounding doctriﬁfﬁfor most of the people of
the earth at that hour adhered to the doctrine of the Divine Right of
Kings in which the ruler's soverelgnty was xnhznixnﬁ;;;ﬁ centered and
that marvelous attribute could be acquired only by inheritence.

Our forefathers took another view. They held that each individual
was a unit in that great aggregate of that sovereign entity which we
call a nation.

Thirteen sovereign states,”deriving their just powers from the
consent of the governedf%&he sovereigns 1n,§§§%*stateaj met and for-
mulated the present Constlitution which created the government of the
United States of America. The thirteen stripes in that flag are typi-

cal of the cpiginal th;rteen‘szereigntzes and the stars on that blue
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the governed."
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There are units ir our civilizatlion and progress which anﬁifun—
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