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57 ABSTRACT 
A baby bottle particularly designed and constructed for 
supporting thereof by the baby or infant itself during a 
feeding operation. The bottle contains a container hav 
ing at least one integral element of a circumferential 
dimension sufficiently small for encircling thereof or 
grasping thereof the baby's small hands whereby the 
baby may independently support the bottle during a 
feeding operation without the assistance of an attendant, 
or the like. 

2 Claims, 5 Drawing Figures 

  



4,570.808 Sheet 1 of 2 U.S. Patent Feb. 18, 1986 

Afg. 2 Afg. f. 

  



U.S. Patent Feb. 18, 1986 Sheet 2 of 2 4,570,808 
  



4,570,808 
1. 

BABY BOTTLE WITH INTEGRAL HANDLE 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 
This invention relates to improvements in baby bot 

tles and more particularly, but not by way of limitation, 
to a baby bottle configured for ease of holding thereof 
by an infant during feeding. 

2. Description of the Prior Art 
The feeding of babies or infants by use of a bottle 

containing a liquid retrievable through a nipple means 
provided at the open end of the bottle is widespread 
today. The bottles are usually of a generally cylindrical 
configuration, and are designed or constructed for con 
taining a preselected known quantity of the liquid, with 
segments of the quantity usually being indicated or 
inscribed on the walls of the bottle for facilitating the 
determination of the amount of food being ingested by 
the infant. The usual baby bottle in use today is of an 20 
outer circumference larger than that easily surrounded 
by the small hands of the baby or infant, and as a result 
it is difficult for the child or infant to support the bottle 
itself during feeding. This is a disadvantage in that it 
normally requires the services of an adult or larger 25 
person to feed the baby using the baby bottle. Attempts 
to solve the problem have been made, as shown in the 
Briner U.S. Pat. No. Des. 92,518; Hunt U.S. Pat. No. 
Des. 239,697; Garvey U.S. Pat. No. Des. 192,978; 
Tompkins U.S. Pat. No. Des. 214,871; Poore U.S. Pat. 30 
No. 1,037,309, Roach U.S. Pat. No. 595,414; Maxwell 
U.S. Pat. No. 2,793,778; Paugh U.S. Pat. No. 1,617,213; 
and Nicholas U.S. Pat. No. 2,789,002. The Briner patent 
discloses a bottle having a generally centrally disposed 
recess in the bottle and the Garvey patent shows a 35 
bottle having an opening in the body thereof, the open 
ing merely defining an offset handle member. The 
Roach patent relates to a nursing bottle having an open 
ing extending entirely through the body of the bottle, 
but the opening is in the upper portion of the bottle, and 40 
is particularly provided for facilitating the permanent 
fastening of the nipple to the bottle to preclude loss or 
swallowing of the nipple by the baby, and is not di 
rected to the problem of holding of the bottle by the 
infant or the baby itself. 45 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention contemplates a novel baby 
bottle or nursing bottle which is particularly designed 
and constructed for overcoming the foregoing disad- 50 
vantages. In one embodiment of the invention, the bot 
tle is provided with an elongated centrally disposed 
opening extending through the body of the bottle and 
providing spaced oppositely disposed hollow portions 
having a circumferential dimension small enough for 55 
ready encircling thereof by the small hands of the baby. 
Thus, the baby may easily support the bottle without 
assistance or with a minimum of assistance during feed 
ing from the contents of the bottle. In another embodi 
ment of the invention, the bottle is provided with three 60 
angularly spaced generally tubular longitudinally ex 
tending sections integrally secured together by a re 
cessed central portion of the bottle in such a manner 
that each longitudinal section is of a circumferential 
dimension readly engagable by the hands of the infant. 65 
The baby or infant may readily hold the bottle during 
feeding, thus facilitating the feeding operation and feed 
ing the parent, nurse, or other attendant during the 

10 

2 
feeding operation. The novel improved baby bottle is 
simple and efficient in operation and economical and 
durable in construction. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a front elevational view of a baby bottle 
embodying the invention, with a portion thereof shown 
in section for purposes of illustration. 

FIG. 2 is a view taken on line 2-2 of FIG. 1. 
FIG. 3 is a side elevational view of a modified baby 

bottle embodying the invention. 
FIG. 4 is a front elevational view of the baby bottle 

shown in FIG. 3. 
FIG. 5 is a view taken on line 5-5 of FIG. 4. 

DETALED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

Referring to the drawings in detail, and particularly 
FIGS. 1 and 2, reference character 10 generally indi 
cates a baby bottle comprising a generally elongated 
container 12 preferably constructed from a suitable 
plastic material but not limited thereto, and having a 
central opening 14 extending therethrough. The open 
ing 14 is preferably somewhat elongated, providing a 
pair of separate elongated tubular portions or elements 
16 and 18 having the opposite ends thereof in open 
communication with each other at the opposite or 
upper and lower ends of the opening 14. The bottom of 
the container 12 is closed by a plate or wall member 20, 
as is well known, and the upper end thereof is open for 
removably receiving the usual nipple means 22 thereon 
in the normal manner of baby bottles. 
The longitudinal central portion of each element 16 

and 18 is preferably of a somewhat smaller diameter 
than the end portions of each as shown at 24 and 26, 
respectively, thus providing a concave configuration 
for the outer periphery of each element 16 and 18. The 
reduced diameter portions 24 and 26 are preferably 
disposed substantially at the longitudinal center of the 
opening 14, and the concave-type configuration in co 
operation with the opening 14 provides a bottle portion 
which may be easily engaged by the hand of a baby or 
infant for supporting of the bottle during a feeding oper 
ation. 
The peripheral portion of the opening 14 which is 

disposed within the interior of the container 12 prefera 
bly terminates at the lower end thereof in a relatively 
sharp or pointed member 28 which is readily accessible 
from the interior of each element 16 and 18. The upper 
end of the opening 14 may be of substantially any inter 
nal configuration, but it is preferably substantially arcu 
ate. The termination of the interior of the opening 14 at 
the pointed member 28 facilitates the clearing of the 
interior of the container 12 when the usual bottle brush 
or the like (not shown) is inserted into and through the 
tubular portions 16 and 18. Thus, the bottle 10 may be 
efficiently and easily cleaned in the well known manner 
presently in widespread use in connection with baby 
bottles. 

In use, the elongated or tubular member 16 and 18 
may be readily grasped by the small hands of a baby or 
infant whereby the baby may hold or support its own 
bottle during a feeding operation. The baby may grasp 
either a single tubular element, or may grasp a tubular 
element in each of its hands, as desired, thus greatly 
facilitating the feeding of the baby by releasing an atten 
dant from constant tending of the infant during the 
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feeding operation. This is not only of assistance to the 
attendant, but also may give the infant or baby a sense of 
well being. 

Referring now to FIG.S. 3 through 5, reference nu 
meral 30 generally indicates a modified baby bottle 
comprising a container 32 having a substantially triang 
ular cross sectional configuration, as particularly shown 
in FIG. 5. The triangular cross sectional results in the 
formation of three circumferentially spaced longitudi 
nally extending hollow rib portions 34, 36 and 38 having 
walls 40, 42 and 44 interposed between adjacent pairs 
thereof. The walls 40, 42 and 44 are preferably of a 
concave configuration which provides a "relief' area 
along each longitudinal edge of the rib portion 34, 36 
and 38. The bottom of the container 32 is closed by a 
suitable wall of plate member 46 and may be of an exter 
nal dimension greater than the external dimension of the 
walls 40, 42 and 44, if desired, to provide stability for 
the container 32 when stored or not in use. The upper 
end of the container is open for receiving the usual 
nipple means 48, as is well known in baby bottles. 

In use, the rib members 34, 36 and 38 may be easily 
grasped by the small hands of a baby or infant, whereby 
the baby may manipulate or support the bottle without 
outside assistance. This facilitates the feeding of the 
infant and relieves the time of an attendant which might 
otherwise be substantially fully consumed by holding 
the bottle during the feeding of the infant. Of course, 
the baby may hold the bottle 30 by grasping either a 
single rib member, or may grasp an individual rib mem 
ber in each of its hands, as desired. 
From the foregoing it will be apparent that the pres 

ent invention provides a novel baby bottle particularly 
configured to provide a bottle portion dimensioned for 
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4 
the small hand of the baby or infant using the bottle 
during a feeding operation. The baby may grasp the 
bottle by either one or two hands and can be fully inde 
pendent of outside assistance during the use of the bot 
tle. 
Whereas the present invention has been described in 

particular relation to the drawings attached hereto, it 
should be understood that other and further modifica 
tions, apart from those shown or suggested herein may 
be made within the spirit and scope of this invention. 
We claim: 
1. A baby bottle, comprising: a unitary fluid container 

having a bottle portion provided with a closed end, a 
top portion provided with an open end for removably 
receiving a nipple, said closed and open ends lying 
along the longitudinal axis of the container, and an 
elongated opening formed substantially centrally of 
both the longitudinal and lateral axes of the container 
between said bottom and top portions in the area of the 
center of gravity of the container when filled with fluid, 
said opening forming two elongated tubular segments 
connecting said bottom and top portions of the con 
tainer, each of said elongated tubular segments having a 
surface thst is concave defining a circumferential di 
mension in the vicinity of the lateral axis of the opening 
which is smaller than the circumferential dimensions of 
the remaining portions thereof enabling the elongated 
tubular element to be grasped by a baby during feeding 
for independent support of the container by the baby. 

2. A baby bottle as set forth in claim 1, wherein the 
opening terminates at the lower end thereof in a pointed 
element for facilitating the cleaning of the interior of the 
container. 

k k k k k 
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