
rand i f -bit« t r e e s , a r e ^ t e i n g grown f o r saw^a. l o g s o r o t l i e r 

M g h g r a d e m a t e r i a l i t i s v e r y n e c e s s a r y t l i a t the t r e e s 

s h o t a d l o s e t h e i r l o w e r l i m h s r a p i d l y ^ x s x y s O T t J s t s , i n 

o r d e r t h a t t h e l a y e r o f wood w h i c h i s l a i d on h y g rowth 

o y e r t h e k n o t s w i l l he a s - t h i c k .as^pooialbX^*. 

The H o l l y p l o t s were two q u a r t e r - a c r e ^ageaen 

i n a dense e l e y e n - y e a r - o l d s t a n d o f s h o r t l e a f p i n e . The 

gro tmd had once heen c u l t i y a t e d . One o f the q u a r t e r - a c r e s 

was l e f t "ontouched, and p e r m i t t e d to grow w1.thout a n y 

human i n t e r f e r e n c e * , i ^ o m t h e o t h e r q u a r t e r - a c r e f o u r - . 

f i f t h s o f t h e s t a n d i n g t r e e s were c u t / a s a t h i n n i n g . T h a t 

t h e . - t r e e s w h i c h were t a k e n o u t were the s m a l l e r i n d i v i d u a l s , 

w i t h o u t t h e v i g o r o f t h e i r n e i g h h o r s , i s w e l l shown by the 

f a c t " tha t a l t h o u g h t h e i r numbers was-- f o u r - f i f t h s o f the 

t o t a l number on the q u a r t e r - a c r e , t h e i r c u b i c volume was 

o n l y 54,, p e r c e n t o f the t o t a l v o l u m e . The, t r e e s w h i c h 

r w n a i n e d we re t h o s e whose c rowns had n o t o n l y p l e n t y o f 

o v e r h e a d l i g h t ( w h i c h i s a n o t h e r way o f s a y i n g t h a t t h e y 

were , t h e t a l l e s t t r e e s ) " b u t a l s o a f a i r amount o f s i d e 

l i g h t . O t h e r t h i n g s b e i n g e q u a l , the r a t e^ o f g r o w t h o f a 

t r e e , a t l e a s t i n d i a m e t e r , i s i n j f f toport lJ iar to t h e 

s i z e o f i t s c r o w n . The l e a f y b r a n c h e s w h i c h fo rm t h e 

c rown a r e the l a b o r a t o r i e s i n w h i c h the t r e e , w i t h t h e 

a i d o f s u n l i g h t , compounds i t s food f r o m the , m i n e r a l - b e a r -

i n g m o i s t u r e o f the s o i l , and the oxygen -itfz t h e a i r . 

The more l e a v e s w h i c h a r e a t work mak ing f o o d , the more 
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