
q u i r i n g p i n e seed t r e e s to be l e f t f o r n a t u r a l r e s t o c k i n g ? Can l a n d 

ov;ners expect the S t a t e to r e l i e v e them of the burden of cutover lan d 

h o l d i n g s i f they r e f u s e to p r o v i d e f o r t h i s r e s t o c k i n g by l e a v i n g 

pine s e e d i t r e e s ? 

Cutover pine l a n d s on which seed t r e e s are l e f t are worth tf/ice v;hat 

they would be w i t h o u t these t r e e s , f o r they v / i l l be e a r n i n g an income: 

from the jgrowth of the seed t r e e s , and from new crop of young t imber , 

\7ithout d i m i n i s h i n g t h e i r p r o s p e c t i v e value f o r a g r i c u l t u r e , or i n -

t e r f e r i n g ! w i t h grazing* P r o s p e c t i v e farms w i t h some timber and a v;ood 

l o t are more v a l u a b l e than skinned cutover l a n d s : f o r p a s t u r e , because 

of d e s i r a b l e shade t r e e s ; f o r revenue, because of income and home use 

of wood; f o r homes, because of g r e a t e r a t t r a c t i v e n e s s . 

But the t imber operator cannot see these f a c t s and r e g a r d s the l e a v -

- i n g ~ o f t r ^ e s "from which 'he c o u l d esi t rac t an a d d i t i o n a l one or two 

p e r c e n t of stumpage v a l u e , a s a dead l o s s i n s t e a d of an investment 

w h i c h pays anywhere from ten to f i f t y percent annual i n t e r e s t , 

(There i s more merchantable t imber l e f t i n the v/oods i n h i g h stump, 

b i g tops and wasted i n u n s k i l l f u l l o g c u t t i n g than \7ould equal the 

•volume contained i n the seed t r e e s r e q u i r e d to s tock every acre of 

cutover l a n d . B e t t e r methods i n the woods would enable the operator 

to secure a l a r g e r c u t than a t p r e s e n t aad s t i l l l e a v e seed t r e e s * 

The resuliJ: of a continuance of f o r e s t denudat ion , e s p e c i a l l y i n 

Longleaf pine l a n d s , w i l l be an a p p a l l i n g p u b l i c c a l a m i t y . The S t a t e 

_should a c t a t once to r e q u i r e the l e a v i n g of seed t r e e s on cutover 

pine l a n d s . The S t a t e C o n s e r v a t i o n Commission should be g iven the 

pov/er to enforce the p r o v i s i o n s of such a law to p r o t e c t the f u t u r e 

w e l f a r e of the people of L o u i s i a n a . 
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