
more than he coxLLd use h i m s e l f o r dispose of t o o t h e r s . 

I n t h i s case he might f i n d t h a t he could oover more ground 

w i t h l e s s e f f o r t i f he were not to w a i t u n t i l h i s t r e e s had 

reached c o n s i d e r a h l e s i z e , but were to t h i n them out a t an 

age whan a s i n g l e hlow of the ax or heavy i o i i f e would cut 

the s a p l i n g s down. I n t h i s case, of course, n q t h i n g o f _ _ ^ 

v a l u e would he obtained from the thi n n i n g , and t h e farmer's 

s o l e o b j e c t would he to b e n e f i t the t r e e s which remained. 

The Maxwell p l o t s i l l u s t r a t e some such condition 

as t h i s . These p l o t s a r e one-eighth of an ac r e i n s i z e , and 

t h r e e of them were l a i d out i n a t h i c k e t of mixed s h o r t l e a f 

a n d , l o b l o l l y pines on an o l d f i e l d . The s a p l i n g s had come 

i n i r r e g u l a r l y , and v a r i e d i n age from four to t e n y e a r s , 

and i n h e i g h t from two to f i f t e e n f e e t . I n some p l a c e s 

s e e d l i n g s were s t i l l coming up i n sm a l l openings among the 

older t r e e s , and i t was only here and t h e r e t h a t the t r e e s 

had been growing s i d e by s i d e long enough to be s e r i o u s l y 
• • » •• -r • • 

crowded. Un f o r t u n a t e l y , these three p l o t s were not pre-

c i s e l y a l l i B - ^ o hegin w i t h , so t h a t the . r e s u l t a from.the 

tiio degrees of t h i n n i n g which were t r i e d out cannot be 

p r o p e r l y judged f o r another f i v e y e a r s . Trees, l i k e 

people, v a r y w i d e l y both as i n d i v i d u a l s and i n t h e number 

which l i v e i n a given space, and one of the d i f f i c u l t i e s 

encountered i n experimenting w i t h them i s t h i s n a t u r a l 

v a r i a t i o n , i f two stands do not resemble each other .#ery 

L c l o s - e l j - a t the beginning of "tot experiment i t i s d i f f i c u l t 
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