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t ion of s w a m i ) l and by dra inage, i n the c o n s e r v i n g 
of our n a t u r a l resources , and as an a g r i c u l t u r a l 
S ta te , i L o u i s i a n a i s l ead ing the Sou th . Ot t h i s 
twenty-e ight m i l l i o n ac res of l and , about one-
qua r t e r i s in c u l l i v a t i o n , in cotton, sugar cane, r i ce , 
corn , hay and forage croj js , I r i s h and swee t j)o(a-
toes, peanuts , vegetables of eve ry lu iown v;..riety, 
and over the F l o r i d a P a r i s h e s t h e y a r e g rowin g 
r i c h in the product ion of s t r a w b e r r i e s and e a r l y 
vegc l ab l e s for the K o i l h e r n m a r k e t s . T o b a c c o 
g rows here in ab\indance, and cons iderabhi atten-
t ion i s g iven to eggs, poul t ry , honey, wool and 
d a i r y products. S i i i c e the adven t o f the boll wee-
v i l , w h i c h has made our farmer; ' d ives i fy and get 
out of the l u t of " O l d K i n g Cot ton ," wo have s tolen 
the honors f rom the W e s t i n the product ion of 
corn , and th i s y e a r w e have ra i sed over th i r ty-one 
m i l l i o n bushels , and w e a r c ac tua l ly sh i j i p ing corn 
into T e x a s , and i-.nother th ing that I a m glad to 
see i s t he la rge number of f a r m e r s who a re r a i s i n g 
hogs and s tock . 

Y o u w a n t to know someth ing of the i i a t u r a l 
r e sources of w h i c h we a r c the 1< ading S ta te . Our 
S t a t e has in ])ine lands as nea r as we have .l>eon 
able to figure, four m i l l i o n two hundred and s ix ty -
n i n e thousand " n ine hundred and twenty-eight 
a c r e s ; i n ha rd woods, s u c h as oak, gum, w i l l o w , 
pe r s immon, h i c k o r y , ma.gnolia, beech, e l m , syca -
more and poplar, three m i l l i o n t l i r c e hundred and 
fh i r ty -e igh i thousand, four hunc'red and eight.v-six 
acre.s, and about as nea r as I can figure nine bun 
dred thousand a c r e s of cypress . W e are s h o w i n g 
the great S t a t e of Was l i i ng ton t lose for f i r s t p lace 
i n the procUution of lumber . W e h a v e her<> from 
s t a t i s t i c s and the Census B u r e a u , as nea r a s 1 
can figure, l i ve hundred and s ix t e n s a w m i l l s , 
w h i c h in 1008 cut a lmos t three b i l l ion feet of 
l u m b e r ; we h.ave the l a rges t s aw m i l l plant in the 
wor ld in th i s S t a t e , bui l t on ly four y e a r s ago, and 
i s now runn ing a t i ts fu l l c a p . u i t y . I m c .m the 
b ig steel m i l l of the Great Sou the rn L u m b e r Cxim-
pany, of B o g a U i s a ; t l i i s p lant .is bu i l t I n the v e r y 
hea r t of the pine be l l in W a s h i n g t o n P a r i s h , by 
the Goo;ly<-ar L u : i i b e r Company, ot v,iii-^h m y 
f r iend , Mr . W . H . S u l l i v a n , i s the genera l manager . 
T h e y employ f rom s ix teen to seventeen hundred 
men, and cut on an average of s i x hundred and f fty 
thousand feet of lumber per day ; they used th i r ty-
two c a r s of d y n a m i t e to 'blow up the s tumps where 
the m i l l now s tands . T h e i r m i l l ponds c o v e r a 
space of tv .en ty-s ix acres of g round; Hie belt tha t 
d r i v e s the ^jlg" w h e e l took the hides of five hun-
dred la rge s tee ' is to m a k e i t . T h e i r motto i s 
"Uti l i7 , a t ion as w e l l as conse rva t ion . " T h e y now 
make cbarconl of a l l the I 'mbs, refuse ^i-ood and 
tops of t rees, and a re orect i r ig a l a rge paper m i l l 
v ;hich w i l l use up a l l the s l abs and refuse stuff 
that now l inds i t s w a y into the furnace, and w h e n 
th i s jij^acr m i l l i s completed it w i l l g ive emidoy-
ment to one handred and l i f ty more men , and w i l l 
n-ake a fine u a l i t y of paper. I n a fihort whole 
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t i i ey w i l l .begin to w o r k up the s t u m p s ; the re i s 
more tur j jcn t iue in a j i ine s tump than, any other 
part o f the t ree, and they w i l l soon erec t a i i l an t 
I . ) ex t rac t th is va luab le product of turi>cntine, so 
yuu see the la rge plant w i l l . u t i l i z e e v e r y t h i n g i n 
a tree. T h e y are c l ea r ing uji t he i r high lands for 
se*i le rs , and w i l l r e s e rve l l i e i r low lands for for-
es t ry , and in t he i r cut t l i ey neve r touch a n y t h i n g 
v n d e r eight inches in d iameter . I t i s a p i ty that 
a l l of our idants do not do th i s . T h e t o w n of 
iJogalusa has a fine future , w i t h a poj iulat iou of 
s i x to e ight thousand , a magnif icent hotel ,a tine 
.Masonic temple, j u s t completed, a l a rge Y . M . C . A . 
bu i ld ing i n the course of e rec t ion , a w e l l equipped 
hospi ta l w h i c h i s the j i r ide of the t own , and any 
number of beaut iful r<'sidences, w i t h chu rches of 
a l l demenina t ions , and a fine higl i school w i t h a 
la rge a t tendance. T h i s m i l l town i s w e l l d iv ided , 
the w h i t e s are on one s ide of the m i l l and the 
colored people on the other , each c l a s s being kept 
apar t . T h e i r homes a re a l l suppl ied w i t l i v,-,':ter 
and e lec t r i c l ights , and e v e r y advan tage g iven the 
l abor ing m a n . 

Our bayous are l ine , ! w i t h m i l l s o f a l l descr ip-
t ions, and the r a i l roads r u n n i n g through the h i l l 
pa r i shes a re dotted w i t h l a rge m i l l s , wh io ' i are 
fast cu t t i ng uji our fine fores t of pine, c y p r e s s and 
hardwood. I a m g lad to say , howeve r , tha t some 
of our largo m i l l people a re e x p e r i m e n t i n g i n the 
r a i s i n g of orange and fig tre<>s and the p lan t ing of 
potatoes on the denuded pine l ands . Our forests 
are teeming w i t h t imber of a l l ki.nds, and we h^ve 
mored I f : ' e re ; t, k i : rl.- o i . .0 '~ 1.-; three -iny other .State. 
O u r pine t rees a re the finest i n the w o r l d , they 
obta in a pre-eminence f rom a combian t ion of quai-
i t i e s ; they possess s u c h qua l i t i e s of s t r eag th and 
e la s t i c i ty , convbined w i t h c o m p a r a t i v e l y l ight 
we igh t and ease of w o r k i n g , w h i c h m a k e them 
adaptable to a l l k i n d s of work . O u r cyp re s s w h i c h 
grov.s p r i n c i j i a l l y in the lower par t of ou'- S ta te 
and some of the low s w a m p s of the no r the rn par-
ishes , i s of e x t r e m e l y f^low growth , but i s the most 
l a s t i n g of a l l wood, and under w a t e r i s pr-.f t i ca l ly 
indes t ruc t ib le . W e shi j ) more cross- t ies of oak, 
inne and c y i i r e s s , and s t aves of oak and cyp re s s 
than any other S t a l e . A n o t h e r t rees w h i c h i s re-
c e i v i n g a grea t dea l of a t tent ion i n t l i i s S ta te is 
the paper s h e l l pecan. F a s t B a t o n Koug e has one 
f a r m of seven hundred ac res . I b e r v i l l e P a r i s h 
has s eve ra l laVge pecan f a rms , and in some of the 
T e c h e P a r i s h e s they a r e going into the p c an cul -
tu re on a v e r y l a rge s c a l e . W e a l so h a / e s e v e r a l 
creosote p lan t s for t r e a t i ng of t i m b e r s to prolong 
thei r l i fe . F r o m a lum:.ier point of -'lev,-, after th is 
census is coni]i leted, 1 a m su re th i i t L o u i s i a n a w i l l 
head the l i s t . W e a r c now d ra f t i ng som ; l a w s to 
protect our forest f rom fire, and we ; . le t r y i n g to 
educate our people to adopt methods of conserva-
tion, in the use of our fores t . O v e r i n t l 'O mother 
I i a r i sh of C a l c a s i e u , we h a v e the U n i o n S u l p h u r 
Mines , now tu rn in g out over one thousand tons of 


