
acreage i n L o u i s i a n a i n the yea r 1909 was r e t u r n e d as 9,386,855 

acres, of an average va lue of $6.76, tota l ing $63,475,696. I t is 

to be f r a n k l y stated that assessments i n L o u i s i a n a are made on 

a 50 per cent basis. I t is f u r t h e r to be stated tha t there ara 

tens of thoi ;sands of acres of more or less t imbered f a r m lands , 

w h i c h are r e t u r n e d as f a r m l a n d s ; so t rue i s th i s fac t that i t 

m a y be f u l l y estimated that 20 per cent of the more or less t i m -

bered lands of the State are not inc luded i n the above figures. 

B u t on the basis ca lcu lated above a n d g iv in g the t r u e wea l th of 

the resources above i n i t s f u l l v a l u a t i o n , i t is equal to $125,000.-

000. I t w o u l d be per fec t ly j u s t to add $25,000,000 f u r t h e r as 

the va lue of the f a r m t imber , m a k i n g a tota l va lue of $150,000.-

000 for t imber a n d t imbered lands . 

^ T h e tota l amount of denuded t imber lands r e t u r n e d i n 1909 

w : a s . 4 J l i ^ 7 4 6 acres^at an average~value of $1.58 per acre, at a 

to ta l assessed va lue of $7,610,424. These figures show that there 

i s h a l f as m uch denuded lands i n L o u i s i a n a as there is s t a u ' l -

i n g t imber l a n d , but that the denuded l a n d is assessed at about 

one-ninth of the amount that the s tanding t imber l a n d is as-

sessed at . 

I s not th i s a proof of the fact that the lumberman is the 

greatest destroyer among a l l the i n d u s t r i a l operators? H e is 

f r o m the necessities of h i s business, d a i l y destroj- ing taxable 

va lues , a n d i t cannot be c l e a r l y shown that these taxable values 

are being replaced by either f a r m s of other taxable property . 

I n t r u t h the taxat ion of the lumbermen should be di i ferent f rom 

that of a l l other enterprises . . . . ; 

E S T I M A T E O F B O A R D F E E T O F S T A N D I N G T D I B E R I N 

L O U I S I A N A . 

M r . F o s t e r , the f ores try expert , sent into L o u i s i a n a as above 

stated, by the government, a f ter e x a m i n i n g a l l avai lable sources 

of in formath ion , i n c l u d i n g the r e t u r n s made by the lumber 

companies to the assessors for taxat ion , reports that there is 

for ty - three b i l l ion feet of pine s tanding , a n d ten a n d one-half 

b i l l i on feet of cypress a n d tupelo, and twenty- two a n d one-half 

b i l l ion feet of hardwood, of var i ous c lasses ; gum, oak and ash 

p r e v a i l i n g . 

I n 1906 the lumber cut i n L o u i s i a n a was 2,790,000,000 board 

feet, a n d i n 1907 i t was 2,970,000,000. T h e decrease f rom 1907 

to 1908 was 8.4 per cent, due to the. fact of h a r d times upon t i n 
lumber i n d u s t r y . 

L o u i s i a n a has been outranked only by "Washington in the 

total cut of lumber since 1905. S ince 1904 L o u i s i a n a h a s oc-

cupied the first place i n the ye l low pine indus t ry . 

A statement showing the lumber cut i n 294 p r i n c i p a l mi l l s of 

L o u i s i a n a d u r i n g 1909 has recent ly been compared by the A m e r i -

can L u m b e r m a n . T h e total output f rom the 294 mi l l s , 2 ,911,-

000,000, p r a c t i c a l l y ecpialcd the tota l output of a l l the m i l l s in 

L o u i s i a n a i n 1907, w h i c h wou ld indicate that there was prob-

ably cut i n L o u i s i a n a n e a r l y three a n d a quarter b i l l ion board 

feet measure of t imber i n 1909. 

I t might be stated inc identa l ly , i n passing that before the 

passage of the nat i ona l homestead laws , when the public lands 

were disposed of i n d i s c r i m i n a t e l y at $1.25 per acre, thousands 

of acres of the best cless of the t imbered lands were purchased by 

fars ighted persons. T h i s pract ice of gather ing up innnense areas 

of t imber l a n d received i ts i n i t i a l s t imulus f rom Nor thern l u m -

bermen, who saw the end of the great pine forests of the L a k e 

States a n d invested i n Southern timber. F o l l o w i n g the general 

exhaustion of Nor ther n pine, companies were organized i n tho 

South , and the ye l low pine i n d u s t r y became a most important 

one. Immense holdings changed to the possession of lumber 

companies. Grea t fortunes i n the lumber business have been 

made, l arge ly f rom the speculation in stumpage, ac company ins 

the r a p i d increase i n i ts va lue . "Within the last few years l a n d 

syndicates a n d investment companies have worked d i l igent lv to 

gather together such great bodies of t imber l a n d as are not i n 

the hands of operat ing companies. Some of the speculative hold-

ings today aggregate hundreds of thousand of acres in L o u i s -

iana. "While such lands are now being purchased at much higher 

prices than were p a i d by the saw m i l l companies, nevertheless 

the increase i n f u t u r e va lue of stumpage w i l l make these i n v e s t - ' 

ments extremely profitable. T h e tendency to secure t imber lands 

in inmiense holdings is constantly increasing , and this applies :n 

a l l classes of t imber. T h e upiands of Nor th L o u i s i a n a have been 

exploited for m a n y years a n d the ownership of the t imber lands 

i n that section, and also i n Southeast L o u i s i a n a , is p r a c t i c a l l y 

confined to large l a n d syndicates . . : , 
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