
Conservalioa in Louisiana 
Address Delivered by the Hon. Henry E, Ilardl-

n t r , be fo re l ! i c Y r ; ) l n \  P i n e f l p . n u f a c t u r e r s ' 

Associrfion in Convention Assembled, New 
Orler.ns, January 10, J9Ji : 

L o u i s i a n a was the l i r .s l s i a l e to c roa tc a c o r s e r v a -
t ion coramiss ioi i by l eg i s l a t i ve enactment , and en-
j o y s {'lie prond d is t inc t ion of be ing the f irst to enac t 
sane and conipi-e!icii.-:ive l a w s , ' t e n d i n g to conserve , 
protect and perj ietuate tlie n a t u r a l resources of tlio 
s ta te . T h i s commiss ion w a s crea ted in 1008, and 
has been ac t ive ly at work on the problems c f <-on-
se rva t lon eve r s ince . D u r i n g t l ic mfrntlis Feb-
r u a r y and . \ l : irch the foresL serv ice of the I 'n i t ed 
Stale ; . . sent . 1 . J . l . l- 'osler. a s s i s tnn i rlWi f nf (•(• o|ip. 
n u l l , lo v.tn I : v . iMi t.'ii^ l . ,ouisiana <on'.inis.si,iii m 

- in : ' .k inu a i ) rv l ! i . i ' ; ' ; ! rv c in!n.-'linn of the fore.^T 
t O i , ( l i ! i o n : - 01 i l i i s gt-)li . ' I II • lu'lcl work consi.-!i. .! of 
i . n exHi r . i . ' i a l i d i i of the fo.cs t regions of the f:tatc 
w i t h reference to the fo l lowing po in t s : T h e char-
ac t e r and aniount of t imber on v i r g i n and cut over 
l a n d s ; the effect of fire, g r az ing and tu rpen t in ing ; 
the danger of exhaus t ion of the t imber sn j ip ly ; 
the a t t i tude of l umbermen and other forest owners 
toward consr rv i i t io i i of the state 's rcsourcer.; the 
re la t ion between fores t ry and a g i i c n l t u r e ; tlio i l l a -
t i ve va lue of land for t imber and for a g r i c u l t u r a l 
purposes ; the t axa t ion of forest lands , and the 
need of addi t iona l l ug i s l a i ion in order to m a i n t a i n 
a permanent t imber supply i n the s tate . 

T h i s inves t iga t ion .showed c o n c l u s i v e ly that not-
u i t h s l a n d i n . r the fact that the n a t i i ' a l forest re-
sources were i i robably i-.realer than, those of any . 
o ther s tate (^asl o f tiie PaCTlic co:u-i. un less the \ / -

t n iar .a^enie iU. p a r t i c u l a r l y oT tl ie cui -ovei land.^, ~ / \ 
v\e improved , there wou ld be v e r y i d l l c nniin lo r ^ 

a va iua lne y ie ld ot t imber after the nresent mei-_ 
c l ia r . Iable tort: '.-, were r : . i K ' . i i s : e J . W i t h a t o t a l ' 

T,i7r 2.00(1.000.000 feet and an 
a n n u a l ciiL of o \ c i î OOu.OOO.OO'J feet, the present 
j . ; . n d i n r p i r r w i l l l;o cxl i , .ns ted in on l y a l i t t l e 
more tha i , twen ty yea r s . T h e comnier<:ial snppl.i 
of cyprtTss v.'ill exliau.'^tcd in a comi ia ra t ive iy few 
yea r s . T h e ava i l ab le l iardwood forests a re more 
i x t e n s i v e l h a n in any oDiev s tate , but the cy j i ress 
am', much of the best oak and ash have been cul led 
from the p a r i s h e s of Nor the rn L o u i s i a n a , and the 
most va luab le r e m a i n i n g t rac ts a re in the hands of 
a fiv. ' i nd iv idua l s or companies . jNfuch of the ' '.real 
a l l u v i a l region w i l l Ix! c leared for cuii ivat i< 'n as 
soon as dra inage s y s t e m s a re more fu l ly pc r l ec ted . 
T i l J S C condi t ions emjihas ized the urgent ne^id for 
the l eg i s l a tu re to t ake up the cons idera t ion of tlio 
p roblms invo lved in ordei tha t the foies t g rowth 
on lands cbie.'iy vaUi.ible for t i m b - r pui i ioses might 
be i- ' i-pctuated. T i i e legi.-;lalure of 1910 touk up 

i n earne.=:t the qnes l ion of conse rva t io n and enacted 
twenty-nine l a w s per t inent to the subject, w h i c h we 
be l i eve w i l l a s s i s t n i a t e i i a l l y in s o l v i n g I k o v e x e d 
quest ion. I s h a l l conl ine m y s e l f p r i nc i j i a l i y to the 
fo i c r . t i y l a w s enacted and nov.- i n operat ion. T h e 
fo l lowing la lde shows the amount of s l a n i l i n g t im-
ber in the s ta te and iu i iu ia l cut, accord ing to t l ie 
best in format ion we could ga ther : 

T a l i l e A . 

S t a n d i n g t imber i n L a . . \ n n u a l cut. 

I ' i n e 
C y p r e s s 
T u p e l o 
O a k 
Other Spec ie s 

'12„''.r).'.,.''.00,000 
6,214,000,000 

M.4fiS,000,flOO 
S,070,000,000 
C,l!)7,0tl0,000 

2,]48,0;!."),000 
010,400,000 

45,8.SO,000 
34,40:1,000 
6C,C;.2,000 

T o t a l 78,112,000,000 2,914,430,000 

Thi.= t imb( r conver ted into lumber should m e a n 
a revenue of over $1,000,000,000, e ighty per cent, 
of w h i c h would go to the people for labor and sup-
p l ies—the ie fore e v e r y iiersson i n th i s s ta te i s in-
te res ted in see ing that th is grea tes t of a l l n a t u r a l 
resources i s not was ted . So much depends upon 
our forests that ) cannot go in to the det;;i ls at t l i i s 
t ime , but w i l l touch upon some of the p r o b h m s 
that we must a l l face. T h e fo l lowing figures show 
w h a t the r e s u l ' s wni i 'd ' i . r-f b j . ' n " . ;f:i a i ' » of pine 
con t a in ing 14,000 Xeet a t $4 j>er thousand, i t s lowes t 
present va lue , and hold ing it fo r five, ten, fifteen 
and twent.v-five yea r s , w i t h a t w o per cen t or t w e n t y 
m i U tax ra te , and money wor th s i x per cent com-
pound in te res t . T h e r e a re v e r y few lumbermen 
whoso t imber shows a l ess cost than $4 and *b 
would be nea re r cor rec t . 

T a b i c B . 

l i o l d i n g for l i \  y e a i s . 
I n t e r e s t on 

T a x e s to 
E n d o f 

T a x Pe r iod . 
P r o n a b l " ass'^ssed va lue for five 

y e a r s a t $2.j ?2..'>0 $0,487 
P r e s e n t va lue and compound in te res t 

for five y e a r s $74.92 
T a x for five yeiir.= 2.50 
I n t e r e s t on t.ixf:s for five yea r s 48 

T o t a l $77.90 

T h e s tumi iage va lue of pine five y e a r s f rom now 
mus t be about $:j.20 in order to pay cost of ho ld ing 
the l a i ' d . 


