
There i s one p o s a i h l e e x p l a n a t i o n f o r the 

g r e a t e r diameter and height growth, on the -onthinned a r e a . 

T h i s l i e s i n the f a c t t h a t the o r i g i n a l stands on a l l 

t h r e e p l o t s were a mixture of l o b l o l l y and s h o r t l e a f p i n e s . 

On every p l 9 t theloiklflOlies were on the average l a r g e r , 

both i n h e i g h t and diameter, than the average shortleaf•.. 

As a n a t u r a l r e s u l t of t h i s s u p e r i o r i t y i n s i z e the lob­

l o l l y was favored i n the t h i n n i n g , and f a r g r e a t e r pro­

p o r t i o n s of l o b l o l l y pine were l e f t than of s h o r t l e a f . 

Bow i t i s a w e l l known f a c t t h a t l o b l o l l y pine makes 

v e r y f a s t growth on o l d f i e l d s during the f i r s t few years 

of i t s l i f e , w h i l e l a t e r on t h i s growth may s l a c k e n off 

a b r u p t l y when the r o o t s of the growing t r e e s have gone 

deeper than the c u l t i v a t e d s o i l and r e a c h the f a r l e s s 

moist s u b - s o i l . S h o r t l e a f pine, on .the other hand, i s 

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c of r a t h e r dry s o i l s , and maintains i t s 

growth v e r y w e l l up to t h i r t y or more years. I t i s 

p o s s i b l e , t h e r e f o r e , t h a t the l o b l o l l y pine i n the mixed 

stands, onj-.the Mayes p l o t s had about "shot i t s bow", and 

t h a t the s h o r t l e a f would have come i n t o i t s own w i t h the 

p a s s i n g y e a r s . I f t h i s i s so, then the heavy t h i n n i n g of 

the s h o r t l e a f a t the expense of the l o b l o l l y had j u s t . t h e 

opposite e f f e f i t from t h a t which was d e s i r e d , and the t r e e 

which was most l i k e l y to make good growth from t h a t time 

on was d i s c r i m i n a t e d a g a i n s t i n the thinnings A comparison 

of the growth of the two k i n d s of t r e e s i n the l a s t f i v e 
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