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L E A V E S FROM A D I A R Y O F HON. E . J . M R D T N E R OF P I N E V I L L E , L A . 

I was born June 7th, 1 s 11, at^ 
.auffen on the Neckar r i v e ^ 
lingdom of Wurtemberg, Ger-
lany, the youngest o f ' eleven 
hildren. My fathetJs ntup« Avas 
imon Herinrich HSWirier , who 
•as born on the 8th of, December, 
803, and died on the 24th of 
lecember, 1894. A t 25 years of 
ge he nyirri^d mother, whose 
anie was K l a r a Hartma;i of the 
elebrated Hartman family of 
laintz. . The wedding took olace 
n the 8th day of August, 1828, in 
he well known Dom (Cathedral ) , 
ne of the oldest Catholic churches 

a Germany, and was one of the 
reat events of that early day.-j 

l y father was early apprenticed, 
s a shoemaker and soon became 

journeyman, following his trade 
t Maintz, one of the oldest fort i -
ied cities on the River Rhine, and 
fter his marriage moving to L a u f -
en in 1887, where he reared his 
amily and continued his business, 
l y grandfather's name was Mel-
hior Hardtner, and my gn'and-
iiother, Rosa Itebeckah Rai th -
•uber ( farmers ) , l iving near the 
Ichwartswald (Black Fores t ) . My 
iiother died in 1850, when I was 
ix years old, and well do I re -
nember when I went with the 
thers to the funeral and return-
ng Home miaaed mcrther so- much,' 
3 I did ever afterward. The 
Idest of the-eight children was 
ixteen and the youngest two y e w s 
Id, so father married again after 
etting a dispensation from the 
Consistory on account of the chi l -
!ren needing the care of a mother, 
"rom that time also dates the hard 
truggle Germany had to pass 
hrough—first on account of the 
evolution and second because of 
even years ' failure of crops, when 
nly bread and potatoes was to 
ic had and that in limited quan-
ities. A t this time was.bui lt the 
irst railroad from Heilbrun to 
kuttgart, passing through L a u f -
cn, completely upsetting the old 

trip reached the city of New Or-
leans, in the flower state of the 
Union. H e r e v i s where one can 
live free and. easy, ^nd I joined in 
with tlie gay ones to get a l l there 
was out of life until I tired even 
Qf that and decided to go farther 
inland and f inal ly located at . B a s -
trop in Morehouse parish, where I 
found pj^ofitable work, good 
friends, a clean and hospitable 
people and a chance to make my 
way in- the world. Here 1 com-
menced to learn to talk Engl ish , as 
there w e r e ' f e w Germans to con-
verse with , and after I had maae 
a good start so that I could make 
myself understood, I applied my-
self TOotjj^dnigently and soon felt 
myself to be quite a n ' E n g l i s h 
scholar, and as years rolled on and 
being associated only with E n g -
lish-speaking people, I lost com-
n^and of the German language so 
that - I carried on a conversation 
with diff iculty. I n J u l y , 1867, I 
left Bastrop and went to New 
Orleans, I presume to spCn.d the 
money I had saved up and have a 
gay tinoe, rtever, realizing the 
danger I was running into. . Not 
only was the city in bad shape f i -
nancially, but a terrible epidemic 
of yellow fever was raging, so I 
took a boat for the Lafourche 
landing at Thibodeaux,, where I 
was .looked- npon.vwith'^Buspicion 
and went through much hardships 
on account, of coming from an i n -
fected district, and finding poor 
welcome i n several towns on the 
Mississippi, I f inal ly got passage 
on,a Red river boat which brought 
me to Alexandria on a Sunday 
morning in the beginning of Octo-
ber, where the yellow fever had 
preceded me or came with me, for 
a Mr. Swan died of fever a few 
days later. Alexandria did not 
present an inviting appearance, so 
J wont over tp Pinevflle on the 
steam fe'rrybot^t A r i a i l and found 
employment' with a man by the 
name of F r a n k Etheridge, who had 
left the state of Arkansas on ac-
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broke or in fea: 
when I f inal ly gi 
boat I felt like I 
when I landed in ' 'Ale^i 
welcomed like an o l r f f 
the ferryboat Capt. John Graham 
and Wil l iam Morrison rushed up 
to me with a w€lcome as i f I was 
their own brother, and Etheridge 
and his wife were everjoy^d at 
having me wi th them once more; 

was the lion of the town for a 
few days unti l I had met a l l old 
friends and recounted my adven-
tures. Schwartzenburg got out a 
bpttle of his choicest wine covered 
all over w i th cobwebs, and with 
the girls we made merry, for the" 
wanderer had returned. 

A t this time • I had' just $5.00 
left to my name, and I went t<y 
work with good w i l l and inten-
tions, and in ten weeks I had 
saved $100.00, I soon became en-
gaged to Miss lEmma Schrader, 
whose parenta had settled in Pine -
ville about 1844, and. on June 8th, 
1869, we were noarried, jus t as I 
reached my tw.enty-fifth year. I 
was now a married man and as-
sumed greater responsibilities with 
visions ahead for a career which 
I hoped would be honorable and 
successful. My work soon became 
more than I xould take care of, so 
I sent for my brother. August, 
'wRrTifler " several'mo!itTa^!*lRiy' 
went to Palestine, Texas , where 
he operated his own shop. L a t e r 
on I took in my brother, Rudolph, 
as a partner in my business, which 
at this time, 1872, had grown to 
large proportions. I n 1873 I sold 
out my interest and commenced a 
retai l grocery in 1874. My f irst 
bill of goods was purchased from 
John I . Adams & Company of New 
Orleans for $500.00, all .the cash I 
had at that time, but I had a house 
and store building of my own and 
paid for, so I considered that this 
time I had a good beginning, but 
realized that it j^a8»squite a; jump 
from tradesnutn^bxiifrchapt. New 
responsibilities accumul 

work was not. burdensome and I 
rather enjoyed i t . I was associ-
ated in 1892 uith J . M . Nugent i n 
the lumber business, which lasted 
until 1896, the captial stock being 
$5,000.00. I n 1898 the Urania 
Lumber Company was chartered 
with a capital stock of $20,000.00, 
most of which was paid for timber. 
This business has so far paid 100 
per cent in stock and 85 per cent 
cash dividends and at this time' is 
worth $300,000. The Nugent, 
Hardtner & Company, L t d . , had 
paid 200 per cent dividends. The 
year 1904 was peculiar, having 
commenced with fires and other 
calamities, but ended with one o f 
the best crops in history. Cotton, 
corn, sugar, rice, potatoes and 
grain brought good prices, espei' 
da i l y , grain. Lumber alone wa? 
depressed, but took a turn forthtf i 
better after the election and was. 
in f a i r shape at the beginning of: 
1905. 

This is January 18, 1908, and I 
am just able to sit up and write-
a, few lines to pass off the time. 
I went to the bank Wednesday, 
but had to leave about 11 a. m.; 
and went right to bed unti l today, 
Saturday. The doctor says i t is 
the .grippe, ^a new name for i n -
fluenza, but I know I am sick a l l 
avecr-o.^h«.4'>,dii^uaae^ii> goneraUy. 
prevalent' an'd causing mticTt dis-
comfort and fatalities in some i n -
stances. I just heard that Henry^ 
is sick a t Jena , I presume having 
exposed himself too much cam-
paigning for division of Catahoula 
parish. I made a balance sheet 
for the year ending 1907 and find 
my business investments in good 
shape. A l l of my af fairs are in 
good shape and there would be no 
confusion in case of my death; 
A s i t is, I do not know that I have 
ever wronged any one, but have 
worked for my family and society 
ih general as best I could. Last 
year I attended the encampment 
of Knights Templars ,at Saratoga, 
N. Y . ; and then visited manv 

I a n t ^ n t e n t e d and can take things 
eacier.\t June f ' w i l l be 66 
years 'otd,,and must be more care-
ful about Sitting and drinking. 
One after the other of my old 
friends are passing away to the 
land beyond, i\nd I don't know bow 
soon my time w i l l be at, hand, bi^t 
I am prepared whenever I am 
called. * 

The year 19^0 witnessed my^ 
greatest^sorrow,' for on September 
12th my dear wife , Emma, was 
called to her maker. Her death 
w a s ' not unexpected, for- she had 
been under treatment of specialists 
at various sanitariums for some 
time, but only temporary relief 
was the result, which prolonged 
the l i fe of one so dear to me. A t 
times it seems as i f I must, s j f -
render and also pass away, for 
without a companion and helpmate 
life is indeed a dark and dreary 

le, .• } , 

The children she raised are the 
best judges of the mother they 
l o s t , . a s , they had profited, and 
learned from her a just sense of 
duty to God and man, and to be 
honest, tTnthful and obedient to 
their parents—true children of the 
Lord . , Mother died having al l the 
loved ones kneeling at her bedside, 
partaking of the holy sacrament, 
and praying for the departing soul. 
We cherish her memory here and 
look forward to the time when we 
shall meetoin the world beyond. 
Amen. 

January , 1911. A s representa-
tive of Oliver Lodge 84, F . & A.' 
M., the chapter, council and com-
mandery, I attended the Grand 
Lodge in New Orleans and had 
quite a.pleasant time with the^ of-
ficers aind brethren; thence to sev-
eral towns in south Louisiana 'OX^ 


