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imon Herinrich Hardtner, who
‘as born on the 8th of December,

803, and died on the 24th of
Jecember, 1894, At 25 years of
he married mother, whose
ame was Klara Hartman of the
elebrated Hartman  family ::of
laintz. « The wedding took place
n the 8th day of August, 1828, in
he well known Dom (Cathedral),
ne of the ¢ldest Catholic churches
n Germany, and was one of the
reat events of that early days
Iy father was earfy apprenticed.
s a shoemaker and:'soon became
journeyman, following his trade
t Maintz, one of the oldest forti-
ied cities on the River Rhine, and
fter his marriage moving to Laui-
en in 1887, where he reared his
amily and continued his business.
Iy grandfathers name: was Mel-
hior Hardtner, ‘and my grand-
nother,. Rosa ; Rebeckah ' Raith-
uber (farmers), living. near the
ichwartswald (Black Forest). My

other died in 1850, when I was
ix years old, and. well do I re-
iember when I went with the
thers to the funeral and return-
ng Home missed  motherssg=muchy;
s I did ever . afterward. - The
ldest of the-eight children was
ixteen and the youngest.two years
1d, so father married again after
etting a dispensation from  the+
Jonsistory on account of the chil-
ren needing the care of a mother,
‘rom that time also dates the hard
truggle Germany had to pass
hrough—first on account of the
evolution and second because of
even years’ failure of crops, when
mly bread and potatoes was to
e had and that in limited quan-
ities. At this time was.built the
irst railroad “from -Heilbrun /to
jtuttgart, passing through Lauf-
en, completely upsetting the: old
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trip reached the city of New' Or-
flower state of the
is where .one can
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Jlive free and: easy, and I JOlned in

with 'the-gdy: ones to get all there
was out of ‘life until. I tired even
of .that and-deeided to go farther
inland'and finally -located at.Bas-
trop in Moreho{lse parish, where I
found “profitable . work, ‘good
friends, a clean and hosp)table
people and a2 chance to make my
way in- the ‘world;  Here I com-
meneed to ]earn to talk English; as
there were ‘few Germans to con-
verse with, and after I had made

a good ‘start:so that I could make |a

myself unde‘réto d,"T applied ‘my-
self momdxhgent]
myself 'to ‘be  quite’ an’ English
scholar, and as years rolled on and

being associated only with Eng-
lish-speaking people, T lost com-|¢

mand of the German language’so
that .I .carried .on-a:conyersation
with difficulty. = In: July, 1867, 1
left Bastrop and. went' to ‘New.
Orleans, I presume: to spénd  the
money 1 had. saved-up and have a
gay time,  never. realizing the
danger I was running into, . Not
only was the city in bad shape fi-
nancially, but a terrible epidemic
of yellow fever was raging, so I
took a boat for the "Lafourche
landing at Thibodeaux,, where I
was < lookeduponuswithawsusp
and went through much 'hardsgm nw
on account: of ‘coming from an in-
fected district, and- finding "poor
weleome in several towns on the
Mississippi, T finally’ got passage
on_a Red river-boat which brought
me to Alexandria on a Sunday
morning in the beginning of Octo-
ber, where the: yellow fever had
preceded me or came with me, for
a ‘Mr. Swan 'died of fever a few.
days later, = Alexandria did not
present an inviting appearance, so
I went over to Pineville on the
steam’ ferryboat Ariail and found
employment ‘with a man by the
name of Frank Etheridge, who had

left the state of Arkansas on ac-
-8 4ha YU W wha wara aftar

navint

and soon” felt | v

broke or in (ea s
when [ finallyl 0

when I landed
welcomed ‘like a
the ferryboat Capt.
and leha i

1869, 'WQ ivere.

I hoped would be honor:
successful, My work
more than T .could tak

fat this time, 1

retail grocery:.in 1874..

realized that iit,

reached ‘my ‘twenty-fift
was now a married man’ and»
sumed greater résponsibilities thb
visions ahead for a career wh'

on T took in imy br%th?r
as a partner in my busin
1872, had '
large proportions.  In 1873 1 s0
out my -interest and commencéd ale
My first my
bill of goods was purchased from
John 1. Adams & Company of New
Orleans for $500.00, all the cash I
had at that time, but I had a-house
and store building of my own and
paid ‘for, so I considered that this
time ‘T had a“good beginning, but|;
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I:fust heard that Henry
t-Jena, I presume having
‘himself too much cam-
-division of Catahoulb
made a balance gheet;
it ending: 1907 ‘and ind
ess investments in
shape.” All of my affairs"
good shape and there would be!
confusion:'in case of my deathf‘
As it is, T do not know that I have

ever ‘wronged any one, but have |L

worked for'my family and society
ifi_general as best I could. Last
vear I attended the encampmeng
of Knights Templars, at Saratoza,
N. “Y.:» and then" visited" manv

shall meet.,;m the world bey
Amen.

fter  the other of miy olﬂ
8 are passing away to . ‘the
nd, and I don’t know bow
ime will be 'at, hand, bgt
prepared whenever I am

f

|
&compamon and. helpmate |
Y eed a dark ‘and’ dreaﬁ

pnrtakmg of the holy sacramen ;
and praying for the departing soul:
.We cherish her memory here and
Iook forward to the time when we

5

quite a pleasant time with the
ficers and brethren; thence to sev-
eral" townmm south Loulsfana\ou
a busmesi’ mission for others. "In
March T spent some time in Hot




