
l ^ ' ^ W ^ ' f l ' i ' s n t r e a - a grea 
•al to my education and. future 
»lfare. Tliese fi fteen months 
5re as happy days as a^y young 
an ever experienced, besides 
i cn I left I had not only a big 
jnk of clothing, but also a wel l 
led purse. I returned home only 
i g enough to pass the muster 
II call for military- service, and 
ving drawn a high number which 
leased me from military duty, I 
:eived a free pass to travel as a 
ister workman al l over Germany 
d in foreign lands without 
)lostation, and to receive the 
ister's wages which my experi-
;, ski l l and training entitled me. 
tor some time spent in wander-
' from place to place, I went 
'.Stuttgart, the capital, of W u r -
nburg, where I reniained until 
ivs of the assassination of the 
!sident of the United States 
incoln) was flashed, around the 
rid, when I made immediate 
•parations to go to. New Y o r k 
i cast my lot with.the American 
>ple. On the 5th day of >Iay, 
)5, I went to Bremen and took 
isage on a large three-mast 
ling vessel and after 42 days 
nt on the ocean, arrived at New 
rk as  t r e i  arid happy as any 
ing man could be. Having a 
id trade and being a fast work-
n, I knew I could make-a good 
ng anywhere and especially in 
United States of America. As 
andered through Central Park , 
Bowery and busy business sec. 

i s of New Y o r k arid met people 
m a l l sections o f the :cbuntry,. I 
•an to realize the immensity 
i greatness of America, and a 
ire came to see those parts of 
md America that were far 
ly from Broadway. T i r i n g of 
• l i fe , having seen enough and 
red enough of the gaieties, the 
ter and tisel that was al l 
und, I left New Y o r k in Octo-
, 1865, and went over to South 
boy, N. J . , where I remained 
inj ; a very severe winter. I n 
iruary, 1866, I took the i l l -
ed-steamer Even ing Star at 
V York and after eight days' 

d ^ r e l y cpflifront 
wi l l I forget the misery I was'Tri 
when I arrived a t Memphis. No 
appetite and so weak I could 
hardly walk. Nor can I forget 
the night between Memphis and 
Cairo I was attaicked by two roust-
abouts who were in the act of 
robbing me and perhaps pitching 
my hody into the r iver , but.; in 
my w5ak condition I discovered 
their intentions and gave the 
alfirm, when my assailants quic)cly 
withdrew. 

A f te r an eight-day trip wa 
reached S t . Louis , where I fo^ind 
relatives and friends and stayed 
with them for a month or so unti l 
r got stronger, and f inal ly after 
several months ful ly regained !my 
health and was myself again. 

Politics was getting very excit -
ing, and be;ng against Grarit and 
Colfax and espousing the cause of 
Seymour and B l a i r , I found myself 
at odds with my German associ-
ates. So I left St . Louis and w^ent 
over to Il l inois, finalljr' stopping at 
Peoria, where I worked during the 
winter of 1868, and in the spring 
of 1869, having become homesick 
for Louisiana, and Mr. Etheridge 
continuing to correspond with 'me 
and urging niy rfetArn, I left 
Peoria for S t . , Logis and again 
took a steamer for the mouth of 
Red-r iver , but in a 'happier spirit 
and frame of mind than ever be-
fore, for i t seemed as i f -f was 
going home. A t the mouth of Red 
r iver was ' the old-time wharfooat, 
where .si person could f ind a 
night's Igdging unti l the bqat 
would pass. Of course, i t was ex-
pensive in such a place, but there 
was always plenty of Icompaijy, 
especially gamblers, who after 
they placed you, made off - to 
hunt |for other victims, always 
good-natured and liberal and 
would do you no harm. A t that 
time the steamboats were fu l l of 
gamblers and the games that were 
played were very exciting, and I 
have seen the time that i t got so 
hot that the <!fiptain would land 
the boat and several of the gam-
blers would get off either dead 

sv «iuu,uuu, a i l well investea 

erent enterprises. ' • 
1| have held ' dif ferent offices 

during this time which were hon-
orary,- but carried great responsi-
bilities, such as councilman, police 
juror , mayor, member of school 
board, etc., and held commissions 
under Governors Wil tz , M c E n r y , 
Nicholls, Foster, Heard, Blanchard, 
Sanders, Pleasant, H a l l , Parker , 
Fuqua and Simpson. As Pineville 
lost much business when the H . C." 
A . & N. R. R . was built through 
the h i l l sections north of pineville, 
I went in with other citizens of 
Pineville and assisted in the up-
building of Alexandria , and at the 
present wri t ing I am a director in 
the following companies: Rapides 
Bank, Rapides Hotel , Alexandria 
Land & Improvement Company, 
Alexandria & Pineville Building & 
Loan Association, Alexandr ia & 
Pineville Bridge Company, and the 
Urania Lumber Company. 

A s for travel and recreation, I 
had my share of i t , for I have 
been over a great part of Germany 
and France and most every state 
in this Union. I spent much time 
at the great Paris Exposition i n 
1900 and was present at the dedi-
cation of the Louisiana Expo8it!dn 
a t S t . Louis irt '1903, also the E x -
position in 1904. .On Mwph 1 , 
1904, I dosed up my store, haying 
sold out my entire stock of . ipods, 
as after 65 years ' continuous 
business and having, reached my 
sixtieth year, I felt as i f a needed 
rest was at hand, but nbt:.so. A 
f ire having destroyed the L e v i n 
frame building in Alexandria , cor-
ner of Murray i n d T h i r d streets, 
I proceeded to prepare plans and 
erect a two-story brick building of 
modern design, which was com-
pleted in August, as also was the 
Waters & O'Shee and S«-Dick 
buildings, enough for one year. ' 

F r o m March, 1904, to March, 
1905, I was without a regular oc-
cupation, but i n 1905 I was of-
fered and accepted the presidency 
of the Commercial Bank , and for 
the f irst time in my life I received 
a salary of $1,000.00 a year. The 

fouri4. Good hotels, ; plenty . of 
amusements and a - cosmopolitan 
crowd of people, so that time 
passed away rapidly and pleas-
antly. I did not care for Ph i la -
delphia, for outsid^ the navy yard, 
park and historic buildings the city 
seemed uninviting. Some of the 
Hatdtnfers.; settled in Chester 
county during the colonial days 
and were enumerated in the f i rst 
census taken in the year 1790. 
We next went to Buffalo , Albany, 
Niagara Fa l l s , and through Canada 
to Detroit and Cincinnati, and re-
turned horiie about the 20th of 
September. The election for pres-
ident passed off :quietly, T a f t be-
ing elected and business in gen-
eral iriiptoved. I have been try ing 
to make up my mind to sell my 
home. and move over to A lexan-
dria , but have about decided that 
Pineville has sheltered me al l 
these.years and w i l l be sufficient 
for iriy declining days. 

March 10th, 1910. This is a 
rainy day, the trees are just bud-
ding, and i t ia supposed winter is 
over, for Easter fal ls on March 
the 27th. I t • is hoped that the 
cotton crop w i l l be better this y^ar 
than the fast two, when the crop 
was not over one-tenth of normal. 
I t is tirue the farmer is learning 
to l i v e ' a t home, but not the case 
with the planter, who knows only 
cotton; Sugar is a costly crop un-
less there is a refinery near. I n 
consequence of the 'short cotton 
crop, land that should })e selling 
for $50.00 per acre is sold at pub-
lic auction for $5.00 per acre, 
which is again one-tenth the value. 
Town properly values are kept up 
by a few moneyed men who spec-
ulate in that kind of realty. The 
lumber industry is prosperous, but 
the forests are being destroyed at 
a rapid rate, so that i t is a ques-
tion of only a few years when they 
wi l l have passed. Last summer I 
spent two months in Michigan and 
enjoyed the season very much. On 
New Year ' s Day I gave up the 
presidency of t h f bank and feel 
relieved of the responsibility, so 

the burning pit during the day, biit 
* t -n ight i t was awe-inspiringr^ic 
r i fy ing and frightful to b e h o l d - ^ 
scene never to be forgotten. Af ter 
spending several days in the 
farming districts, where cane is 
the chief crop and the laborers, 
Chinese, we returned to Honoluluj 
where w e ' s aw the Pearl Harbor J 
Punch. Bowl , a hi l l rising 500 feet 
above the sea; Diamond Head, k 
crater 760 feet high; Nuuamer 
P a l i , a picturesque precipice; Forts 
iShaffter, and Derussie; a burial 
cave up on the side of a moun 
tain, and wound up by taking a 
surf boat and shooting the -waves. 
The museum, is filled with Hawai -
ian and Polynesian cutios. 

Returning to San Francisco, W«. 
found ,̂ Carrie 's father, Professo" 
Eickho"ff, very i l l a nd S month^ 
later he died. He was a f ine 
scholar, a" great educator, and 
possessed a l i b r a r y of rare volumes 
which he had accumulated during 
his lifetime. 

Returning to Pineville on the 
15th day of September, after i 
week's stay I felt so lonesome and 
restless that I immediately made 
preparations that would carry me 
around the globe. Through^ 
German-Lloyd Bremen I secured 
transportation which carried me 
from Pineville to 'Vancouver, B . 
C . ; thence to Yokohoma, ^lapan^ 
on the Canadian Pacif ic l iner 
Mont E a g l e ; thence to Shanghai 
and Hong-Kong, Ch ina ; thence tb 
Manilla and other places in the 
Philippines; thence to Singaporei 
India , Batavia , J a v a a ; thence to 
Burma, Calcutta, Rangone; thence 
up the Ganges r iver to Benares, 
Lucknow, A g r a , Ja ipur , Delhi and 
the noted marble quarries .o^ 
InHian; , thence down to the sea-
coast of the Indian Ocean to 
Bombay, and across -the bay to 
Elephentine Cave ; thence to Co-
lombo, Island of Ceylon, to Port; 
Said, and Cairo, Egypt ; through' 
the Suez Canal , Palestine, the 
Mediterranean, Gibraltar , I ta ly , 
Germany, France , England arid 
other- European countries. 

Mr. Hardtner's tr ip around the 
world w i l l be published soon. 


