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n the early-twentieth-century southern lumber industry, tiniberland was acquired at 

relatively low prices, large mills were constructed, and the operations were based 

on getting a rapid cut to pay interest, dividends, and taxes and to depreciate the 

plant on the theory that everything—plant, railroad rolling stock, equipment. 

town, and so on — would be !i()uidated w h e n the lasr tioe was 

(111. I he prevailing attitude was siiniined up in 1919 by die gen­

eral sales agent of the- [)owei I'ul Kir by Lumber (.ornpany. which 
operated in Texas and Louisiana. As a luinberiiiari, said he. "uiy 

inleicst in loresliy is nil. . . . W h e n rbc lurnhciman ol today saws 

the trees he owns and ,s( raps his plant, his capital will enable him 

to b e c o m e the banker", the ranchman, (jr the manular tui er of 

s o m e odiei' (oinmodilv. ' 

Most lumbermen were not (cinvinced that forest manage­

ment made sense economically. J . B. White, one of the most influ­
ential leadeis of lite soirthern pine industry, dellNcred an a d d r e s s 

to llu- American Forestry Association in 1912 at l^iltmorc, the 

cradle of American forestry. Bui after paying h o m a g e to 

Vandeibilt, Pinchol, Sclienck, and others associated with the 

Billrnore effcjils. While c o n c l u d e d , Conser \'ali(5n of natural 

rx^stnines comes only w h e n it is disciAciixl W I K M C a n d h o w il w ill 
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