
pay to c o n s f T v e . U n t i l t l ipi i I h o i e is n o inclucomcnt to savo a n d 
develop, l o r the e f l o i i w o u l d l e s u l t i n loss . " I he l u i n b e m i a i i s 
s tandard ei y w a s I hat I b i e s t i ^ ' w a s not praetieal, w l i i l e , as a n txl i -
lorialist in American Forestiy m a g a z i n e pcjinted oui. "tlu.- r l a i t i i is 
eontinual ly m a d e by individual l u m b e r m e n and lunibe i J o u r n a l s 
that i h e i i business is c o m l u e t e d at a loss, that the o n l y m o n e y 
m a d e i n it is by specula t ion in t i m b e r l a n d s . I f thai is t ru e l u n i -
b e i m e n as a w h o l e are a most u n p i a i tic al c lass. T h e edi tor ia l 
po in te d out that th<' days of logging a n d l u m b e r i n g t h e v i i g i n 
I 'oiests w e i o H e a r i n g t h e i r e n d . T h e l u m b e r m e n <.>[ t h e f u t u r e 
w i l l be f o r e s t e i s , ' i( sa id, " T h e di f f i cu l ty n o w is that l u m b e r i n g 
is st i l l i n the hands of m e n of t h e o l d idea . . . s e e k i n g large a n d 
((uic k l e l u r n s . . . . But the g i e a t and q u i c k piofit.s of the old days 
o f l u m b e i ing accessible v i r g i n forests a te gone . . . . I t is neces­
s a r y foi | l u m b e m i e n | to reacljust the i r v i e w anti to l e c o g n i / e 
forests as a r e s o u r c e in the p e r p e t u a t i o n a n d pei i n a n e n i pro-
d i K l iveness of w h i c h th<' w h o l e peoijle have an inie ics l thai must 
d o m i n a t e a n y p i i v a l e interest. ^ 

Peo|)le hi ixxi in the 1930s and 1940s w e i e a m o n g the pioneers 
i n the development of s o u t h e r n foresdy. A s lat<' as t l ie 1930s the 
n u m b e r of j ieople trained and emi j loyed as piofessional Ibivsters 
by private industry in the South w a s minusc ule. |Inman F. C a p | 
Eldredge nMiieinlxM^ that o n graduation f r o m the B i l t m o i e F(ircst 
School in 1905, " the ie w e r e v e r y f e w openings In forestry I f yt ju 
c o u l d n ' t get i n t o the Potest S e i v i c e , y o u w e i e s t y m i e d . T h e 
chances i n i n d u s t i y weix^ v e r y few a( that l i m e . R i c h a i d A l l e n , 
a n a t i v e M i s s i s s i p p i a n t i a i n e d in f o r e s t i y at the U n i v e r s i t y o f 
G e o i g i a , sa id that w h e n h e w e n t l o w o r k for the D e W e e s e 
L u m b e r C o i n j K i n y o f Phi lade lphia , Mississ ippi , " I w a s probably 
the first forester thai they ever had in that part of Mississippi, and 
Ihere just w a s n t any ffirestry going o n . Jus t about that j ier iod of 
l i m e is w h e n I b r e s l r y gol b o r n , ' 

A l l e n also reca l led thai w h e n A n N e l s o n w e n t l o w o r k for 
f ' l in lkole in Mer idian , I w a s si ill Ihe only |lbiesler| thai w a s oper-
a l i n in lha l par I o f Ihe w o r l d . . . . A n d I ihoughl it w a s great thai 
this land w a s sold to a c o m p a n y that had a forester. N e l s o n went 
l o w o r k Ibi I ' l i i i tkote in 1940. h a n d l i n g Ihe forestry a n d l i m b e r 
procurement for a n e w w o o d fiber insuladon boartl m i l l . N e l s o n 
latc^i i cca l led that he w a s i m m e d i a t e l y impressed by the " i n c i e d -
ibly fast l i m b e r grov\h a n d the lac I l h a i if n a t u i e w a s g i v e n 
just ha l f a c h a n c e - a l i t t le fiie pic5t<'Ction- - s a v i n g s o m e seed 
tn-es—the loiest w o i i k ) start o n its w a y back. Internal ional P a j i e r 
C o m p a n y fores ter Buf l Reaves w a s Ihe fiist p r o f e s s i o n a l l o i f s t e r 
in L e a k e C o u n t y , Mississ ippi , I th ink Mr . B u l l w a s Mr . ForestiM 
o f L e a k e (^ounly, really, said A l l e n , because there w e i e n t a n y 
technica l foresteis there u n t i l I P m o v e d i n . " ' 

A n o t h e r e a r l y p i o f e s s i o n a l l o i e s l e i a n d a n a t i v e 
M i s s i s s i p p i a n — w a s J. R . W e s t o n , w h o e a r n e d a forestry degree 
f r o m I h e U n i v e i s i t y of W a s h i n g t o n in 1921 a n d bee a m e as far 
as I k n o w , t h e f i rst n a t i v e M i s s i s s i p p i a n l o a c t i i i i r e a F o r e s t r y 
degree . ' Sa id W e s t o n . " W h e n I first g r a d u a l e i l I r o m l o i e s l r y 
I h e r e w a s o n l y o n e o t h e r F o r e s t r y g r a d u a t e i n M i s s i s s i p p i . 
W e s t o n n ' l u r n e d to Mississippi to w o r k for I h e fa ini ly-ow ned F I . 
Weston L u m b e r Company. Als(5 a m o n g the pioncx'ii i ig Mississij jpi 
fo ies ters w a s J a m e s W C r a i g , a n a l i v e o f P a n o l a C o u n t y , w l u j 

e a r n e d a bachelo i s o f sc ience degree^ in f o r e s l r y f r o m P u i d u e 
Uiii\'eis i ly in 1936 and a master s degree f r o m ihe N e w York Stale 
Col l i ' ge of F o r e s l r y at S y r a c u s e in 1938. C r a i g served as chief o f 
fire ( o i i l r o l for Ihe Mlssissipii i F o r e s l r y C o m m i s s i o n after W o r l d 

Richard C. Allen, forester for DeWccse Lumber Company, shown by 
the company's 40.000-acre Tree Farm. Allen was one of the early 
foresten hired by industry in the southern U.S. 

W a r I I . be( a m e a c o n s u l t i n g forester, a n d establ ished a m a j o r 
fo ies l ry supply house in 1948. F i e also c la imed l o be, a long w i t h 
t w o othei m e n , one af the first consul t ing foresters in the state. 
In 1952 C r a i g l i ecame the Mississippi stale forester, s e r v i n g unt i l 
1955, w h e n he r e t u r n e d to his c o n s u l t i n g business a n d f(3restry 
supply operat ion. ' ' 

O n e of the legendary early Mississippi I b i e s l e i s w a s not for­
mal ly trained. P. N . Posey H o w e l l was a native of A l a b a m a and 
l i\(d in Hov\'ison, Mississippi. For m a n y years he w a s an employ­
ee of I h e L . N . [ J a n l / l e r L u m b e r C o m p a n y . B y the early 1930s 
Flowc' l l had Ix-en employed by Ihe D a n l y l e r s for m o r e than forty 
years a n d w a s s e r v i n g as the ir land manager . U s i n g w i l d sloe k. 
H o w e l l planted one ot the eailiest pine plantations in Mississippi, 
and he w a s also famous for convinc ing c o m p a n y olflcials l<j leave 
secxl trees. F ie called these tux ' s Mother I n'cs and marked them 
w i t h two-l)y-thr<'e-in< h lags lha l read " I h i s is a M o i h e r l i e e . D O 
N O T C U F or a s i m i l a i message . R a y C o i i a r r o o f ihe F o i e s I 
Service later r e i n e m h e i e d . Usua l ly these trees w e r e spike top ( j r 
so c rooked lha l v e r y little l u m b e r c o u k i be cut f r o m them." ' ' 

T h e stories about H o w e l l a r e I h e stuff of legend. I n t h e e a i l y 
y ea i s h e t r a v e l e d five ( ounl ies o n h o r s e b a c k sell ing t h e gospt^l o f 
fores t ry a n d fire p r e v e n t i o n . H e f o l l o w e d a r a z o r b a c k ln)g for 
c i g h l hours l o learn thai it uprooted m o r e than five hundred lon-
g lea f sap l ings a n d p r e p a r e d a p l a c a r d sh( iv\ing l h a l the h o g 
destroyed m o r e seedlings in a day than a m a n c o u l d plani in a 
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