
wopk. J . E . B i y a i i , w l i o bogan w o r k i n g for' Dar i tz lor i n 1945, w a s 
assigned to w o i k w i t h Howc^l l I x ' r a i i so ho bad a l l this i n f o r n i a -
l i o n in bis bead . A n d be w a s o n e o f i h o w o r s t d r i v e i s in sontb 
Mississi])|)i. H e drove o n the w i o n g side o f tbe l o a d a n d every­
th ing else, and Mr . D a i i t y l e r w a s eonvineed that Mr . H o w e l l w a s 
g o i n g to r u n i n t o a tree or s o n i e h o i l y o n e o l these d a y s a n d all 
this knowledge w o i i k l be gone. So he w a n t e d nie to devise s o m e 
m e t h o d o l getting this in lbi n i a t k m I r o n i Mr . H o w e l l and putt ing 
it d o w n o n p a p e r . " H o w e l l a lso t o u r e d the S o u t h w i t h a U .S . 
Senate re fores ta t ion c o n i n i i t l e e a n d a r g u e d that the best s o l u -
ti(5n to tbe ( i i t o v e r land p r o b l e m w a s reforestat ion, not conver­
sion to agi icul t i i ra l use. H e serxed o n the first Mississippi Forestry 
C o m m i s s i o n . ' 

These m e n and o t i i e i s l ike t h e m shared a sense o f m i s s i o n 
about their w o r k , f b e y bel ieved deeply i n tbe need to m a n a g e 
the na t ion s forests, publ ic a n d pr ivate , responsib ly to p e r p e t u ­
ate tbe c o u n t r y s t i m b e r supply. A r t h u r W . N e l s o n Jr. r e m e m ­
bered that as be w a s finisbiiig f o r e s t i y S( h o o l at the U n i v e r s i t y 
o f Idaho i n the 1930s. I w a s . . . told by a n u m b e r of j ieople that 
if y o u real ly w a n t e d to accompl i sh s o m e t h i n g in y o u r l i fet ime i n 
lorest i y, the place to head for w a s the S o u t h . At that l i m e Yale 
Fores t ry S i i i o o l had an o u l s t a n d i n g s o u t h e r n p r o g r a m in whic I t 
l l i e y o p e i a t e d o n the lands o f tbe C i o s s e t l L u m b e i C o m p a n y . 
. . and the U r a n i a L u m b e i C o n i i i a n y . . . . M y interest i n ( o i i i i i i g 
S o u t h p r o m p t e d m e t h e n to a p p l y to Y a l e . ' A s [ E h v o o d L . | 
D e n i n i o n put it, Most of us went into foresti y because^ v\'e l iked 
the w o r k a n d w o l iked to be cki ing s o m e t h i n g that w o u l d bene­
fit the country . ^ 

A l l o f these pro lessk i i ia l s d i d not share a s ingle a p p r o a c h to 
i m p l e m e n t i n g respoiisibk' policies o n the t iniberlands they m a n ­
aged . I n fact . R . D . F o r b e s , d i r e c t o r o f the U.S . Forest S e r v i c e 
t ' x p e i i n i e n i S t a t ion at N e w O r l e a n s , e m p h a s i z e d this fact in a 
speei 11 before the S o u t h e r n P i n e A s s o c i a t k i n a n n u a l m e e t i n g i n 
1921: " O n e point cannot be o v e r e m p h a s i / c d at the outset. If y o u 
insist that w e put d o w n in black a n d w h i t e r e q u i r e m e n t s w b k b 
w i l l a p p l y to a l l o p e r a t i o n s o f the S o u t h e r n P i n e belt . . . \ o u 
must expe( I that the best land for t i m b e r g r o w i n g w i l l be (lenal-
i / e d o n account o f the poorest land. I ' o r e s l i y is not. a n d iie\ei 
w ill be, something w h i c h can be intelligently applied f r o m a swiv­
e l cha i r i n an olf ice . 1 he o n l y p l a i e to pract ice f o i c s t i y is in the 
w o t x i s . C o n d i t i o n s o n one type of soi l m a y be most unfa\oiable 
to lefou^statioii, w h i k ' conditions ( jn another soil m a y h e ex t i cme-
ly favo iab le . I f y o u ask us to n a m e m e a s u r e s w h i c h w i l l secure 
the natura l refoivstatki i i o f tlie entire |)irie region, w h i c h includes 
bad condi t ions as w e l l as good, y o u must not c o m p l a i n if those 
measures are mor e than is really necessary to secure natural relbr-
I ' s l a t i o n under the best condit ions , ' 

Forbes went o n to s u m m a r i / e tbe ie (|ui iemei i t s I'oi keeping 
s o u t h e r n pinelands reasonahlv pioduct i\  as fo l lows! 

1. I bat l o u r s e e d t rees of longleaf pine, or I w o seed l i e e s of 
a n y other k i n d of p i n e , be left s l a n d i n g a i i d u n i n j u r e d o n 
eat l i acre o f land cut over . 

2. I bat al l tops a n d slash left in logging be i c m o v e d to a dis-
taiK I ' of 20 feet f r o m the seed t r t v s , unless t w i c e the p r i -
sc i ibed n u m b e r o f seed trees is left per acre, in w h i c h case 
tbe s l a s h m a y h e left untouched; Ihe s l a s h to be burned ibe 
lirst v\'inter, or ( a r e l u l l v protec led by patrol a n d f l i e l ines 
for five years . 

3. T h a t the cutover lands, w h i ' i i once reset>ded, Ix- r igidly |)ro-
lected f r o m fires at all seasons of the year foi' 3 Nt-ais i n the 
case of longleaf pine, a n d for 10 years i n the ( ase of o ther 
pines, after w b k b k'ss c a i e f u l protect ion w i l l be su l f i c ie i i l . 

4. 1 bat w h e r e v e r l a / o r bai k hogs are sufficiently n u m e r o u s 
to keep longleaf pine seedlings f r o m reforest ing the land 
the bogs be exc luded, unless the land w ill reforest to o ther 
k i n d s o f pine. 

Part of Forbes s prescription had long been accepti 'd. A s early as 
1880 i l l h is " R e p o r t on the Fores t s of N o r t h A m e r i c a " for the 
tenth census . Professor C h a r l e s S. Sargent o f H a r v a r d C o l l e g e 
bad n o t e d that fire a n d b r o w s i n g a n i m a l s inf l i i t g i e a t e r p e i -
nianent i n j u r y u p o n tb<' foicsts of the ( o u n t i y than the ax. ret k-
lessly and w a s t e f u l l y as it is genera l ly used against t h e m . " 

T h e act iv i tk 'S o f the Y a l e F o r e s t r y S c h o o l a n d o f a few pio­
neer ing l u m b e i ( on ipa i i i e s ins i i i red foiT-sters a n d other lu i i iber -
n i e n at ross the Sout l i to believe that there might be a |)iofitable 
future i l l r ege i i e ia l io i i a n d selective cutt ing o f their t iniberlands. 
T h e later arr ival of |)ulp and j iaper companies o n the stene n w d e 
the potent ia l e v e n m o r e att iat l ive . T h e s e people w e r e conser­
vationists by some di'finitions. but they w e r e definitely not pix^siM-
vatioiiists oi environmental ists in tbe m o d e m sense. T h e y sought 
s i m p l y to w o i k t o w a r d a c o n t i n u i n g supj i ly of t imber as an et o-
n o m i c l e s o u n c , not I b r rec iea t ional Lise or for scenic or hiolog-

The Yale Forestry School comlucted field programs in Ihe south. 
Here a student peifornis surveying exercises on Urania Iwnher 
Company lands. 
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