
Regarded as a foolish visionaij. Henry E. Hardlner of Urania 
l.nnilk'r Company purchased aitover lands in the south as early as 
I'M I'M. 

ical presorval ion . 1 hoir e d b i l s ovc i i l i i a l lv ( o t i l i i b i i l c d to a rccp-
t a n r c o l the mulliplo-iis<> concopt , b i l l o the r uses w e r e a l w a y s 
s u b o r d i n a t e lo s u s t a i n i n g the fo i e s i s as su | ) p l i e r s o f t i n i b e i . 
C o r n p a n i e s that pra( t ioed e o n s e r v a t i o n d id so because they 
believed it w o u l d pay.'" 

Several s o u i l i e r n l u n i h e r n i e n and fir n is s land out as pioneers 
in the rea l i / a l ion thai their l iniberlands n i ighl be held and regen-
e r a l e d p i d l i l a b l y . I M I S I w a s H e n r y M a r d l n e r o f the U r a n i a 
L u m b e r C o m p a n y in noi I h - c e n t r a l L o u i s i a n a . H a r d l n e r s w a s 
not a l)ig opera t ion by the standards ol the indus t ry giants, but 
his hands-on approach, close lo the lands and I h e mi l l , produccxi 
significant l ong- t e rm d iv idends for the S o u t h . L L i r d l n e r react­
e d s t rong ly against t h e e d b i I s o f m a n y l u m b e r ( o m p a n i e s to 
u n l o a d the i i l and Uii agi it i i l t u i a l usage o n c e it had been c u l 
over. H a r d l n e r deri<ted the S o u l h < r n P i n e A s s o c i a t i o n s 1917 
cu love i l a iu l ( ( in fe rence as ' a big scheme l o try lo s e l l land thai 
w a s not v v o i 111 w h i l e for a g r i c u l l u i c at al l , and he later charged 
that I h e ent i re plan w a s jus t a s k i n g a m e to fool people in t h e 
n o i l h and w c M , l o t h i n k tha i they c o u l d m a k e a w h o l e l<5l o f 
m o n e y out < i f poor lands. L L m l l n e r w a s ab so lu l e ly correct in 
his negftlive assess ineni o f i h e su i t ab i l i ty o f c u l o v e r lands for 
a g i i c i i l l u i a l us( \ 1920 descr i | j t ion of f a n n i n g on ( utover lands 
is t y p i c a l : An\<>ne w h o has e v e r s e e n i h e c u t ovei pine l and , 
w l i e r e t h e p e o p l e a r e t r y i n g l o f a i n i ought lo r e a l i / e I h e sad­
n e s s o f this s i l ua l i on . I i\on I k n o w w h i c h is the sadder, I h e dev­
as ta t ion of pine l;in<ls, oi I h e peo|) le w h o are t i y i n g l o l ive o n 
t h e m . Year after year these people go o n . . . and t r y lo l a r m o n 
this land. It is s f ) poor that ii w i l l s< arcelv g r o w peanuts, bul si i l l 
they go o n I h e r e . ' ' 

At the t ime Ha td tne i first became interested in the regenera-
l ion of his lands, v i r tua l ly no scientific i i i l b r m a l i o n w a s a\e 
regarding l l ie reprodut live abilities of S O U I I I C E i i pine, so as h e later 
icca l led . At first I had lo pion<'er every step in m y i i nes i iga l ion 
of I h e reproducl ion o f longleaf pine. I thought it w o u l d lake 60 
lo lOOyeais logrov \ merchantable ci op. N o one could tell m e 
what w a s p<jssil)le, no y i e ld tables . . . w e i e then available, I had 

1 0 w o r k out the p r o b l e m for myself . T h e fact w a s that the vi i -
g in foix'st that had Ix 'en hat vesti-d by ihe l u n i l x M m e n of the C u t 
out and get o u l e ra w a s not a tyj i ical fo ies l . F h o m a s C . C l a r k 
obseixed. T h e fact lha l r ing counts made o n s lumps in this area 
revealed excessiw'ly long life spans did not necess^ii ily indicat<' that 
11 look so mu( h l ime to produce a marketable l ive . O i . as Nelson 
laiei noted, the trees hat vested by the cu l -out -and-gtM-oul l u m ­
b e r m e n "< ons is ted o f 200-300 hundred-year-old s u r v i v o r s in a 
w ild and u i K ared-for foiiest. T h i s gave rise lo the idea that ntj one 
cou ld wai t that long for a iu j lher crop of tiees to ma tu ie . '"̂  

Ha rd lne r imple inenled Ihice | X ) l i c i e s to lestoie his lands. F i i s l , 
h(- tr ied to C ( 5 n l i o l fires and hogs', second, h<' enforced a d iame­
ter l imit o n the trees lo be harvested; and third, he insisted that 
seed l i ees be left o n each acre loggi'd. I-Lirdi tier w a s regarded as 
a foolish vis ionary Ijy i nany of Ills n i o i v piactical contemporaries. 
H e later ixxal led ironically that "you ditln I heat any of them tiilk-
ing about putting l imber back o n the land did you?" Nonetheless 
H a r d l n e r bad faith in what he w a s (k) ing, w i t h the best evidence 

Austin Gary shown here in a l-lorida piiw luri'si in id'Sl had a great 
skill in making technical forestry procedures understandable lo 
landownei\ 

14 l O R I ' . S r I I I S I O R Y r O D A Y I Sl'RI \ t ; / i-AI I. 2001 


