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' " P ' H E conservation of natura l resour-
I ces is a question of great impor-

tance and is engaging the atten-
tion of many of the foremost citizens 
of our country who arc now endeavor-
ing to formulate such plans as w i l l be 
calculated to prevent the destruction of 
these resources. 

T h e national forest reserves are be-
ing handled carefully and systemat-
ically according to the most up-to-date 
methods, and can be depended on to 
produce crop after crop for al l ages. 
Not so wi th the forests of the South, 
which are chiefly in the hands of p r i -
vate owners , for they are handled care-
lessly, c r imina l ly , and w i t h the idea of 
getting every possible penny out o f 
them regardless of their future useful-
ness to mankind . U n d e r ex i s t ing con-
ditions wi th no efforts heretofore made 
by the states to cooperate, we cannot 
say that the lumberman is any more 
to blame than are state and Nat ional 
governments. T h e lumberman does 
not w i s h to convert lands, now r ich in 
natural resources which yield handsome 
returns to himself and the state, into 
barren wastes, w h i c h w i l l noX. even 
serve as pasturage. H e knows much 
better than any one else what they are 
chiefly valuable f(jr, antl only awaits the 
opportunity to be of ser\e to the state 
and Nat ion in conserv ing these re-
sources. 

There fore , the i)reservation of our 
forests is the most iir.portant c|nestion 
that we have to deal with at this t ime, 
and we cannot wait years before we at-
tempt to solve the problem. N o doubt 

the National Government w i l l ere long 
offer substantial assistance to the states 
in the ditiicult and costly w o r k of re-
forestation, but the .states cannct afiford 
to wait for ass istance; they must go 
to w o r k at once and handle the ques-
tion honestly, intelligentl}-, conserva-
t ively ,andsuccessful ly . Lou i s ian a should 
take the lead in this great movement, 
and whi le protecting her o w n resources, 
point out to others the correct course to 
pursue in c a r r y i n g out these plans for 
the general good. 

L o u i s i a n a has a great extent and 
wealth o f forest, but it is rapidly and 
surely being depleted. L 'nder present 
conditions she may continue for years 
to hold her present position as the sec-
ond lumber producing state in the 
U n i o n , but fire and the a x are reducing 
her producing capacity steadily, and 
when the present stand of mature timber 
is gone, L o u i s i a n a cannot remain in t i v 
front rank , unless effective >ici)> are 
taken to protect and reproduce her 
forests. 

T h e South, w i t h twenty-seven per cent 
of the total area of the Uni ted States, 
contains about forty-two per cent of the 
total forest area of the country, and pro-
duces forty-eight per cent of al l the 
lumber manufactured in the Uni ted 
States. I t might be interesting to state 
that the lumber industry alone brings 
back into the South over $10,000,000 
for every wf i rk ing day in the year. 

T h e f i . rest area \ ) \s is as foll(jws : 
A labama. 20.ooo.O(X> a c r e s ; A r k a n s a s . 
24.200,000: J-'lorida. 20.000,000; Geor-
gia , 22.300.000: K e n t u c k y , io,ooo.-
0 0 0 : L o u i s i a n a . 16.500.000; ^vfaryland. 
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