
u>. It ir- c . - i M i u i t c d that the timber sup-
ply of our country at the present rate 
of cutt ing cannot last longer than 
twenty years , and yet little has been 
done to avert the calamities which must 
follow, and which we already have to 
contend wi th . Ex])er ience is usual ly the 
best teacher, and we may in a measure 
avoid the disasters and perils through 
which other countries have passed b\
ad.opting s imi lar measures for our pro-
tection. T h e r e is no reason w h y wc 
should suffer as other nations h a v e : 
from their experience we should derive 
wisdom and act accordii'.gly. 

W h i l e our forests have already been 
badly damage 1, we sti l l possess suffi-
cient forest land to grow timber enough 
to meet al l our needs. O u r forests are 
one of our renewable resources, and, 
when r ight ly handlefl, go on producing 
crop after crop indefinitely, y ie ld ing 
safe returns on the investment. T h e 
countries o f E u r o p e and Japan knov.' 
this, and their forests are dailv growi i i " -
more and more productive. 

T h e countries w h i c h to-day manage 
their forests on sound princi[)les have 
passed through four stages' of forest 
experience. A t first the forests were so 
abundant as to be in the way , and were 
neglected or destroyed. N e x t , as set-
tlements sprang u\) and the forests re-
ceded farther and farther from the 
places where wood was needed.the ques-
tion of local wood supplies had to be met, 
and the fore.-ts were protected. T h i r d , 
the increasing need for wood led to the 
recognition of the forest as a crop like 
agr icul tura l crops, wh ic h had to be 
planted, cared for and harvested. F i -
nally, in order to benefit the general 
wel fare , forests were safe-guarded and 
controlled so as to yield a crop year 
after year, and from one generation to 
another. 

So, our country , hav ing had the ex-
perience o f other nations upon which to 

u e i i i a \M I t n c e o s a r y to inaugurate 
some new methods. H o w e v e r , the gen-
eral principles of forestry are the same 
the wor ld over.' 

I n this country the forests are already 
on the ground. A l l that is necessary is 
to br ing them to a full state of pro-
ductiveness. I t does not take a wise 
man, a senator, a presiflent. or a mem-
ber of Par l iament to tell you that a 
cr is is is at hand. G o to the forests of 
the South, and the employees of the 
lumber companies w i l l tell you that t im-
ber supplies wi l l not last over twenty 
years . T h e surveyors , mi l l owners , t i m -
hermen. and speculators w i l l tell you 
the same stories. A l r e a d y the em-
ployees of sawmil l s are sav ing their 
earnings and buy ing a few acres of 
land, looking forward to the time when 
.sawmilling w i l l be a th in g of the past, 
and they must provide for a home. G o 
to these people who are nearest nature, 
and they w i l l tell you how rapidly our 
forests are bL^ng exhaused, and how 
they dread to think of the calamities of 
the future. 

L O L ' I S I A N A O U T P U T ^ C R E . \ T E S T 

L o u i s i a n a is to-day producing more 
lumber than any state of the L^i ion, ex -
cept Washington , and w i l l continue to 
do so for many years to come, and why 
not for centuries? O u r forests of pine, 
g u m , cypress, oak, h ickory , and other 
hardwoods are the most magnificent 
of any in the wor ld , and it seems as i f 
nature designeil these to be protective 
forests o w i n g to the fact chat mighty 
r ivers flow through our state to the 
G u l f , w h i c h is our southern boundary 
line. Fores t s were intended to protect 
us from soil erosion, cyclones, cl imatic 
changes, and hurr icanes. Sha l l we 
destroy the protection that nature has 
given u s ? W e are doing it , and so rap-
idly that inside of twenty years L o u i s i -
ana w i l l be the poorest state in the 
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