
Pine Forests Attract Early Settlers 
Central Louisiana's pine trees 

have been one of the major assets 
of the stale for a very long time. 
They provided wood for the first 
rude cabins and, later, timber for 
the mansions. They provided 
shelter for the abundant game, 
and it was to these cool pine hilLs 
that many early Louisiana fami­
lies fled to seek relief from the 
scourge of such devastating sum­
mer epidemics as yellow fever 
during the 19th century. And, of 

I course, the lumber industry is a 
* major one throughout the state to 
' this day. 

Unlike other pme-filled states, 
however, during colonial days, 
those pine trees were generaUy 
not exploited fully for the pine 
gum. That resinous substance 
was then very necessary for such 
things as sliip-caulking. But ship­
building had never be'̂ n much 

' pursued in colonial Louisiana, 
i and the extensive pine forests 
' were many miles from New Or­

leans, so pine-pitch as an export 
would not have been so attrac­
tive. Too, until about the middle 
of the 18th century, central 
Louisiana was stiU more a wilder­
ness than anything else. It was a 
virgin land. 

' r 'hp winter of 1766, however, 
\e man did recognize that prof-
xl Its were to be made from pine 
Ij trees without chopping them 
J down. The man was Etienne 

Maraffret Layssard, he who was 
to be named the first comman­
dant of Rapides Post four years 
later, in 1770. To explore possibil­
ities, in December of 1766, Lays-
sard made the long river journey 
from New Orleans to the Rapids 
and by March of 1767, he was 
back in New Orleans, seeking the 
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\a Guide 
Durmg the past 20 years, our 

state's numerous genealogical 
societies have produced an as­
tounding amount of reference 
material based on early docu­
mentary sources. Until now, the 
problem was to learn what had 
been pubbshed and where it had 
been published. At last, Yvette 
Ciuillot Boling has helped to solve 
the problem with her recently 
published "Guide to Printed 
Sources for Genealogical Re­
search in the Louisiana Pari­
shes," over 100 pages amounting 
to a heavily-annotated "table of 
contents" to 14 of the state's 
genealogical periodicals. In addi­
tion to the state society's journal, 
the New Orleans Genesis is in­
cluded, as well as The Genie 
( A r k - L a - T e x ) , The Natchitoches 
Genealogist, and Louisiana Histo­
ry. In Winn Parish, for one good 
example, we learn that published 
materials include cemetery in­
scriptions for Union Springs, 
membership lists for St. Maurice 
Methodist Church (1888-1896) and 
a marriage index from 188.5-1900. 

.•\l section on .sources re­
lating to Louisiana in general in-

ers in Louisiana and Mississippi 
Order this indispensable paper­

back from the author, 4724 A.s-
bury Dr., .lefferson. L a . 70212. $11, 
including postage and handling. 
Mrs. Boling is a Certified Geneal­
ogist and IS editor of the I-ouisi-
ana Genealogical Register, so she 
knows her business. 

Quer> 
Dr. B.B. Ridge, 1335 Van Ne.ss 

Ave., San P'rancisco, Cahf. 94109, 
Seeks date of arrival from 
Sweden of .Josephine Hulda .lohn-
.son. and port of arr ival . Her hu.s-
band was .Justus Monroe Bate-
man of Louisiana and both died in 
Texas in 1933. Ridge reports that 
he's done his census home-work, 
but to no avail . Mr.s. Bateman's 
death certificate does not reveal 
her parents, as it should — the 
only thing known is that she was 
born in Sweden and that her 
brother's name was .John .John­
son. We suggest checking this 
brother's death certificate, hop 
ing it will give the names of their 

parents. And try to find him on a 
federal census, which should 
state how long he had been in this 
country and would also be a good 
clue as to when his sister arrived. 
It IS likely that port of arrival was 
New Orleans, but in the South, we 
also have such places as Mobile 
and Galvezton to consider. Ship 
lists are available for practically 
all ports of entry, but too few 
have been put in order and pub­
lished for easy research. 

The old story about having to 
know the name of the ship on 
which an ancestor arrived in 
order to locate that ancestor on a 
ship list is not altogether true, but 
It IS helpful. It has always seemed 
likely to us that if anyone knew 
the name of the ship, they'd al­
ready know the other details as 
well. 

In a future column, we'll delve 
into such things as naturahzation 
papers and other matters relating 
to newly-arrived Europeans in 
America. ^ 

Two weeks ago. a .sentence in 
this column said that researchers 
should take care m checking "my 
indices." That should have read 
"any indices," including this 
writer's. 

Queries and books for review 
are welcomed. Address: "Titles 
and Tales." The Town Talk, P.O. 
Box 7558. Alexandria 71306. Your 
queries will be published, with 
your address, as space becomes 
available. 

r 


