
Apache Railway: The common-carrier Apache Railway was originally built to handle logs and 
paper products, owned by the Apache Logging Company. The history of the Apache Railway 
begins on September 5, 1917 when construction commenced from a connection with the 
Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe Railway at Holbrook building southward to tap timber reserves for 
a paper mill . A year later, almost exactly to the day on September 6, 1918 the railroad completed 
its line as far south as Snowflake and two years after that in the summer of 1920 the route was 
opened to McNary, a total of 72 main line miles. According to Mr. Adams' information the 
railroad would reach a peak size of 140 miles, which may include several branches and spurs. In 
1924 the railroad was acquired by the Cady Logging Corporation and in 1935 it again changed 
ownership to Southwest Lumber Mills . Finally, in 1960 the railroad was purchased by 
Southwest Forest Industries. The Apache owned steam locomotives but was well-known during 
its diesel years for operating venerable American Locomotive Company products. In 1984 it 
abandoned its line south of Snowflake, reducing its property to 33 miles. The railroad was hit 
hard by the 2012 closure of its largest customer, the paper mill in Snowflake. It is currently in 
bankruptcy with an uncertain future. 
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