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economize in an election year at the expense of the Civilian
Conservation Corps.

Despite a few problems, the year 1936 was a success for the CCC. The
projects completed had reached high levels, all faithfully recorded and
reported to FDR in Fechner's yearly report. It was a proud record,
added to each year, so that in 1942, there was hardly a state that
couldn't boast of permanent projects left as markers in the passage of
"Roosevelt's Tree Army."

Some of the specific accomplishments of the Corps during its existence
included 3,470 fire towers erected, 97,000 miles of fire roads built,
4,235,000 man-days devoted to fighting fires, and more than three
billion trees planted. Five hundred camps were under the control of the
Soil Conservation Service, performing erosion control. Erosion was
ultimately arrested on more than twenty million acres. The CCC made
outstanding contributions in the development of recreational facilities
in national, state, county and metropolitan parks.

There were 7,153,000 enrollee man-days expended on other related
conservation activities. These included protection of range for the
Grazing Service, protecting the natural habitats of wildlife, stream
improvement, restocking of fish and building small dams for water
conservation. Eighty-three camps in 15 western states were assigned 45
projects of this nature.

Drainage was another important phase of land conservation and
management. There were 84,400,000 acres of good agricultural land
dependent on man-made drainage systems, an area equal to the
combined states of Ohio, Indiana and Iowa. Forty-six camps were
assigned to this work under the direction of the U.S. Bureau of
Agriculture Engineering. Indian enrollees did much of this work.

Residents of southern Indiana will never forget the emergency work of
the CCC during the flooding of the Ohio River in 1937. The combined
strength of camps in the area saved countless lives and much property
in danger of being swept away. They contributed 1,240,000 man-days
of emergency work in floods of the Ohio and Mississippi valleys. Other
disasters in which the CCC participated were the floods of Vermont
and New York in 1937 and the New England hurricane of 1938. During
blizzards of 1936-37 in Utah, 1,000,000 sheep were stranded and in
danger of starvation. CCC enrollees braved the drifts and saved the
flocks.

The greatest tragedy to members of the Civilian Conservation Corps
occurred during the Labor Day hurricane of 1935,0ne of the most
violent storms on record. Three CCC camps on the Florida Keys had a
complement of 684 veterans. Less than one-third were on holiday leave
when winds of 150 to 200 miles per hour struck the area, knocking out
connecting bridges and rail lines. A rescue train sent from Miami was
derailed before reaching its destination. The official report listed 44



