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of Califomians were for it. Colonel McCormick, publisher of the 
Chicago Tribune, and an implacable hater of Roosevelt, gave the CCC 
his support. The Soviet Union praised the program...perhaps it saw a 
touch of socialism. A Chicago judge thought the CCC was largely 
responsible for a 55 percent reduction in crime by the young men of 
that day. 

By April 1934, the Corps, now on a firm foundation, faced the 
beginning of its second year with near universal approval and praised 
of the country. This young, inexperienced $30-a-month labor battalion 
had met and exceeded all expectations. The impact of mandatory, 
monthly $25.00 allotment checks to families was felt in the economy of 
the cities and towns all across the nation. More than $72,000,000 in 
allotments was making life a little easier for the people at home. In 
communities close to the camps, local purchases averaging about 
$5,000 monthly staved off failure of many small businesses. The man 
on the radio could, for a change, say, "There's good news tonight." 

News from the camps was welcome and good. The enrollees were 
working hard, eating hearty and gaining weight, while they improved 
millions of acres of federal and state lands, and parks. New roads were 
built, telephone lines strung and the first of millions of trees that would 
be planted had gone into the soil. Glowing reports of the 
accomplishments of the Corps were printed in major newspapers, even 
in some that bitterly opposed other phases of the New Deal. President 
Roosevelt, well pleased with his "baby," announced his intention to 
extend the Corps for at least another year. 

The Civilian Conservation Corps in 1935 began the best years of its 
life. Behind it, for the most part, were early days of drafty tents, i l l-
fitting uniforms and haphazard work operations. Individual 
congressmen and senators were quick to realize the importance of the 
camps to their constituencies and political futures. Soon, letters, 
telegrams and messages flooded the Director's office most of them 
demanding the building of new camps in their states. Eventually there 
would be camps in all states and in Hawaii, Alaska, Puerto Rico and 
the Virgin Islands. By the end of 1935, there were over 2,650 camps in 
operation in all states. California had more than 150. Delaware had 
three. CCC enrollees were performing more than 100 kinds of work. 

Enrollees numbering 505,782 occupied these camps. Other categories, 
such as officers, supervisors, educational advisors and administrators 
swelled the total to more than 600,000 persons. 

Probably the greatest concentration of CCC personnel was in the Sixth 
Civilian Conservation Corps District of the First Corps Area, in the 
Winooski River Valley, Vermont, in December, 1933. It covered a 
front of about 20 miles from Middlesex to East Barre and five miles in 
depth from Montpelior to Wrightsville. Headquarters in Montpelior, 
with 28 work companies and one supply company - 26 white and three 
black and all veterans of the Spanish-American and World War -
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