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agreed there was still work to be done, but they insisted defense came 
first. 

Pearl Harbor had shaken the country to its very core, and it soon 
became obvious that, in a national dedicated to war, any federal project 
not directly associated with the war effort was in trouble. The joint 
committee of Congress authorized by the 1941-42 appropriations bill 
was in session investigating all federal agencies to determine which 
ones, i f any, were essential to the war effort. The CCC, no exception, 
came under review late in 1941. The findings of the committee was a 
surprise to no one. The major report recommended the Civilian 
Conservation Corps be abolished by July 1, 1942. 

The CCC lived on for a few more months but the end was inevitable. 
Technically the Corps was never abolished. It was far simpler for 
Congress just to refuse it any additional money. This the House did in 
June, 1942, by a narrow vote of 158 to 151. The Senate voted twice and 
then Vice-President Henry Wallace, to break the tie, voted to fund the 
CCC. It was a valiant effort, but it didn't work. The Senate-House 
conference committee compromise finished it by concurring in the 
House action in return for $8 million to liquidate the agency. The full 
Senate confirmed the action by voice vote and the Civilian 
Conservation Corps moved into the pages of history. 
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