
ao fax aa man i a concerned. I n abort, the plan of action 
on one of the Holly plots was to take out of the young 
stand of trees a l l which were l i k e l y to die within the 
next f i v e years, or which were l i i e l y to f a l l seriously \ 
hehind their more vigorous neighbors i n growth. Just as 
a farmer ?chops" his cotton or com i n order to thi n out 
the stand and allow the most vigorous plants to come to 
maturity, so the object of thinning-^gxs young f o r e s t 
i s to give the most vigorous trees plenty of room:lnT.lrh.ich 
to grow. I n two respects, however, the thinning of a stand 
of trees d i f f e r s ^om the thinning of a stand of corn. I n 
tha f i r s t place, t r e e s , heing o r d i n a r i l y a "volunteer" 
crop, have come up broadcast, instead of i n c a r e f u l l y spaced 
rows.^ The r e s u l t i s that the work.of thinning the trees 
i s very much l e s s mechanical, because instead of taking 
out three out of four plants i n a h i l l , one must cut out 
one tree here, three trees there, and perhaps h a l f a 
dozen trees i n another place. Forest thinning takes a. 
good deal of c a r e f u l (^bservation of the condition of the 
trees and good, caamon'sense i n deciding which to remove, 
together with an accurate knovrledge of the habits of 
growth of the various kinds of trees being thinned. Second, 
i f too heavy thinning i s done i n stand of trees those 

are not 
which remain/affeoted.^by the shade cast by t h e i r neighbors, 
and as a r e s u l t r e t a i n the lower branches for a long time. 
^ s s a Sranches are of course what make knots i n Ixunher^, 
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