PeETE AND PAT's SWiM REPORT

By Pete Bianucci & Pat North, Swim Commissioners

Is itthe whirling dervish ormaybe
awindmillgonemad? Asmany of you
are already aware, George “No Tide
Rides” Kebbebroke Patrick Freilinger’s
Polar Bear record of 232 miles.George
swam an amazing 255 miles in three
short months. Congratulations,
George. Itis quite an achievementand
arecord that will stand fora long time.
Another notable Polar Bear accom-
plishment is first timer Becky Fenson
racking up 150+ miles, a ferocious ef-
fort. But let us just take a moment to
reflecton those swimmers who stay in
the icy waters for forty minutes
to fill in two squares. They will
make their forty miles with little
fanfare, but they also should be
acknowledged for their stamina
and persistence. And one final
Polar Bear note, North Lake
Tahoe division. On March 4th,
LauraBurtch competed against9
other women for a 150 yd.
splashdash in 41 degree water.
In addition to racking up hun-
dreds of polor bear miles over
theyears, Laura Burtch still man-
aged to come in third place be-
hind a wet-suited winner.

Speaking of wet suits, was that a
wet suit Larry Scroggins sported for
the New Year’s Day Alcatraz swim?
Not quite. Looking quite devil-may-
care, Larry emerged from the icy cold
waters attired in a black tuxedo, white
shirtand tie. Painted on thatis. On the
other hand, Mr. Devil May Care Him-
self—thatwould be Liam Hennessey—
emerged from those same icy waters
visibly shaken. A remarkable athlete,
Liam nevertheless found that swim-
ming withcracked ribs proved a daunt-
ing experience. He still came in 8th
place. And first place with flash bulbs
flashing and cameras whirring was
Suzanne Heim. Graciously, she waited
on the beach to congratulate second
place finisher, John Selmer. A Culi-
nary note, all participants were tanta-
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lized by the smell of pig wafting
through the air.

Dan Osborne, first time partici-
pant and winner of last summer’s
Over 60 Swim, started off the new
swim season by thumbing his nose at
the young’uns by winning the New
Year’s Day Cove Swim. (We will be
verydiscreetand notmention the “old”
Swim Commissioner coming down
late to find that the swim had already
begun.) And always a man of inimi-
table style, Bill Powning backstroked
his smile across the finish line, bring-
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On his way to the North Pole: Geore Kebbe

ing the race to an end.

Once again Mother Nature snick-
ered at Homo Sapiens dolphinae with
their little tide books neatly charting
and circumscribing nature into boxes
and graphs, tides and currents. This
year’s Mid-Winter Gas House Cove
provided a good reminder to us all
that the tide charts are not the Bible,
but rather, a set of probabilities to be
weighed with experience and com-
mon sense. A strong flood should
have lasted long enough to sweep all
the swimmers into the cove, but the
tide changed prematurely. Swimmers
such as Jackie Merovich and David
Broadbear had to fight their way into
the cove. And admirably, we might
add. First one in at 19 minutes was
John Selmer.

Finally, a modest pro-
posal. When Herb and
Eleanor left, they left behind
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! in Lou Marcelli. But now,
- JOEY ANDBABE, THENEXT
GENERATION have flown
their way into the Duckmaster’s heart.
Unfortunately, the sacred ritual of
bonding between a duckmaster and
his ducks keeps getting interrupted by
swimmers and people who want to
row their boats. Now, bonding inter-
ruptus is a serious and often frustrat-
ing matter. So, having consulted with
Al dela Pefia, the Boat House Captain,
Ken Frank, the Rowing Commissioner,
Jon Nakamura, the President and with
the full support of the Swim Commis-
sion, we propose a month’s morato-
rium on swimming and the launching
ofany watercraft. The following dates
are for your consideration: April 15 -
May 15 or May 1 - May 30. Please let
any Board member or officer know
your feelings on this issue.
Quack.
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