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LAY ON THE BAY

an Francisco in the ’30s was proudly
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Ritchie “Shortie” Roberts, owner of the popular
(now long-gone) Roberts-at-the-Beach restaurant at
Ocean Beach and a horse-racing enthusiast, was a betting
man — and an unabashed self-promoter. So it was that in 1938,

Roberts was the catalyst behind one of the strangest bar bets in San Francisco history.

One day, Roberts casually mentioned to William Kyne, a part-owner of Bay Meadows race track,
that he owned a horse that could swim — and swim well. Kyne, naturally, was skeptical, and offered
abet:$1,000 cash, a dinner at Roberts-at-the-Beach, and a bale of hay for the horse — a mare
named Blackie — if the horse could swim across the Golden Gate. Roberts took the bet.

Blackie wasn't a particularly special horse —just a five-gaited mare Roberts had been given
George Giannini, who ran horses at the old Golden Gate Park track in the ea.rly part of the century.
Blackie was no thoroughbred.

But Roberts took the bet seriously, and Blackie began practlce swims off Hunters Pomt indJuly
1938, Just etbmg herin and out of the water was: an ordeal Blackxe was ti
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The Museum of the Cztjy of San Frzmcz s€o is located at 2801 Leavenworth St.in The Cannery Huu S
are Zﬂa m. to 4 pim. Wednesday through Sunday (415- 928 0289). e -

o _“.q'lle‘slack!e bgm-:s, above: Shortie Roberts, right, and William Kyne with the swimming horse. -




