
NAME Louis Gallic ry
(Soest ! |e0Proposed by Business Address

Sal Cannizzaro |
|

Seconded by Cherles Yearer Phone Sih Ceae y. Bivo
i Elected 9 /19 /56 ;

Residence Address| Gani Rrascisce Oye. ALUE
,

Resigned Re-instated a Phone
| 3S K <9)S.F. mire

Suspended Deceased 5 [30/ (998—Occupation Real Est. Sales |

Age 94+
WEDNESDAY, JUNE a) 1998 EBITS CREDITS BALANCE DATE Ex ICE

;

issessments MISCL., '
| San Francisco Chronicle | {

| -S/UvUWME {

1.1257. 50
SAN. wd

;
ifuLy- AUG. sé

Louis Gallic "silver star and two purple hearts. |jov. v¢
| A memorial service for Louis After the war, he was a United Na-

Gallic, a longtime San Francisco | ae ie iets PreeOrcc!real estate broker,will be held Sat-
| CEE ! Dieadurday in San Francisco. Mr. Gallic | _In 1947, he migrated to Califor- |" *'"

died Saturday at the age of 94. | nia, where he worked as a restau- [~ 26 ¢
|

The sonof a traveling business- | ‘@8t manager in Apple Valley, a ; Yewe
man, he grew upat various loca- | high desert town north of Los An- (- Dee

|
tions throughout Europe. geles. Refeae

When Mr. Gallic wasin his 30s In 1951, he moved to San Fran- Jéss“a
* ?

hé traveled to the United States
| cisco and enrolled at Golden Gate |_ peo.

|

from France as a crew member on |

College, where he majored in ac-

the French luxury liner Norman- counting. He graduated ui 1954

die. While the ship was moored at|With a degree in accounting and|° }
| a Hudson Riverpier in New York|Went to work for Heyman Broth- |

°*t

——
| City in 1942, the vessel was badly | &TS, 4 real estate company. TSeer

Historic Water Craft: Lou Gallic ||| damaged bya fire.
! In the late 1950s, he opened his |- Dec

‘

Gallic’s family said the US. ' own real estate firm, Louis Gallic |“; -~ /

government thenoffered thecrew|C® 00 Geary Boulevard. He} Mae
: ‘os d until earlier this year,|_-the opportunity to join the Army|Worke nie >

|

and become citizens, Mr. Gallic ac-
| When he brokehis hip in a fall at |<

cepted. his home.
| After training in South Caroli- | i ifuse by bls ne Men
na and Florida, Mr. Gallic was part | B®, of San Francisco, and a son,|ofthe Allied forces that landed on | @0rdon, of Eugene,Ore.
the beaches of Normandy on June |

_In the 1950s, he joined the Dol- |-

‘ :
| 6, 1944. On July 9, 1944, he was shot | phin Club and swam daily in the De i 27

: 42 bia 7?
while on a patrolin an inland area | bay until the day before he broke 2 1 a ln
of the country. He crawled into a |

his hip on February 24. Pec14 o Uf Aa
| ditch, where he was found by a | The service will be held Satur-|(sux. “15 logiteeee eljeeREPECESNetEETHae Gallic-survived

| pope +|Rea 4k 108
-

|

son St., SF. Contributions to California} | r. Gallic survived the ordeal, That will be 54 years to the day Noda, Ub ces N49 ee 4

Pacific ‘Megical Center Foundation. 3700) crawling back to safety in Allied|after his D-Day landing in France. | 4-4 5 |; Ws
HALSTED N. GRAY - CAREW & ENGLISH | territory. He was later awarded a _ Susan Sward or r

! ja ar ie hat “i7 — 7 cy UW weit Cnn \_\ Low AY J



DOLPHIN LOG SPRING 2004 __~~ Lou Galhe was well into his
nineties when pneumonia put a halt

to his daily trips into the surf. Onc
winter afternoon in the sauna, he
recalled the story of his landing at

Normandy. Because he was a native,
and the only French speaker in his

Lou.” His next step dropped him

into water over his head, and with

more than 80 pounds ofgear; it took

him sometimeto get back to the s

surface. In the meanwhile, a machine

gun had opened up and killed every-
one else in his landing craft. The SS
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company, the sergeant said to him

i
story was told without emphasis.

when theyhit the beach: “After you Merely: this is what happened tome.

Lou GALLIC

Legend surrounds us
at the Club—a single look
at the walls in the Staib or
Sancimino rooms confirm
the stories members tell in
the warm haven of the
sauna or in the sunshine
just outside the weight
room. Thestories told seem
distant and fantastic, em-
bellished by the storyteller
to keep an audience more
entertained, amused, or
rapt. Whenit comes to the
legend of Louis Gallic,
however, the facts go be-

yond any poetic license a
Dolphin tale teller could
take.

The story begins notin the era of
the comparatively bloodless political
and social conflict of today, but in an
era of submarine nets just outside the
Golden Gate, regular blackout alerts
and rationing. In Europe and Asia,
genocide and a brutal struggle over
the destiny of those who survived
dominated. The degree of suffering is
the same inany age, but the sheer scale
of it in those times makesit singular.

A month and three days after D-
Day (June 6, 1944), Allied forces were
pushing the Germans back through
the openfields, hedgerows and small
towns of northeastern France. The Ger-

mans, though tired and desperate,
were fighting a spirited rear-guard ac-
tion. twas during this time that Gallic’s
legend began. The eldest corporal in
his unit, he had landed in Normandy
with fellow members of the 9th U.S.
Army, 30th division, 120th regiment.
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Now moving into the St. Lo area, his
unit continued to press forward. The
combat report, by Major General L.S.
Hobbs, follows:

“Technician Gallic, assigned to the

headquarters of an infantry battalion,
was acting as guide for the leading ele-
ments of his company’s column during
an advance. He had moved somedis-
tance ahead of the column whenhe was
confronted by an enemy sentry. Techni-
cian Gallic immediately demanded the
sentry’s surrender, and upon his re-
fusal, shot and wounded the German.
After the column had moved ahead
about fifty yards an enemy machine
pistol opened fire from behind a fence
and severely wounded Technician Gal-
lic in both legs. At this point other en-
emy weapons opened fire and due to
the intensity of the fire the column with-
drew leaving Technician Gallicina ditch
alongside the road.”

"Shortly afterwards someGerman

A Dolphin Legend

by Chris Kelley

troops cameoutof a nearby
house and laid mines in the
road between him and
friendly territory, and in

spite of being wounded,
Technician Gallic closely ob-
served this procedure. Sud-
denly oneof the enemy sol-
diers detected that he was
still alive and brutally fired
twoshotsat him point blank,
hitting him in the neck.
When the Germans had
moved farther down the
road, Technician Gallic pain-
fully pulled himself to the
top of a hedgerow and
dropped over into an adja-

cent field. Eluding pursuit, he pro-
ceeded through enemy groupsofsol-
diers through three fields and con-
tacted friendly units. Although his
woundswere becoming more painful,
he refused to be evacuated until he
had given complete information re-
garding the activities of the enemy.”

Quiet and unassuming when
asked about his combat experiences,
he shruggedoff his actions of July 9,
1944: “I did thesameas anyone would
have in that situation.” The actions
Gallic took upon his return home
would need similar understatement.

Flownback to England immedi-
ately after his heroism in France, he
wassent to a specialized hospital in
Washington, D.C. Most of the senior
physicians there recommended that
Lou's most severly wounded leg be
amputated, but a young doctor from
Colorado saved the leg and oversaw

(Continued on page 8)

Lou GALLIC
continued from page6
Lou's recovery. Lou was then deco-
rated with the SilverS tar, several other

Dolphin Legends: Lou, Mineko, and Cecco

citations, and was honorably dis-
charged from the Army. The hero
briefly returned to St. Lo area as an
official for the United Nations Relief
and Rehabilitation Administration.

He then returned to New York,
where he methis first wife, Dorothy.
Looking through the newspapers of
different cities for career opportuni-
ties, he noted that the Los Angeles
Times was the thickest. Concluding
that such a volume of information
meant there was more career potential
there, he and Dorothy journeyed to
the City of Angels. His theory proved
notfar from the truth.

He began working asa restaurant
manager in Apple Valley, north of Los
Angeles. Their son, Gordon, was born
shortly thereafter in 1947. The deter-
mination he had shown in war carried
over to civilian life, and his boss was
impressed. Lou had other plans, how-
ever, wishing to gain a college degree.
His boss tried to keep him at the firm
with an offer of a raise, but the future
Dolphin would not be swayed. He
enrolled in the accounting program at

Golden Gate University in San Fran-
cisco.

These were difficult yet successful

years. Lou worked asa bookkeeper for
the White House department store at

night, taking his
classes by day.
The family was
aided in part by
an Army pension.
With equal parts’
of effort and G.I.
bill dollars, Lou
graduated in 1954
and began work-
ing for Heyman
Brothers Real Es-
tateasasalesman.
His rise in the firm
wasrapid, though
there were under-
lings there who
disliked reporting
toa boss
with a

thick, “un-American” French
accent.

An avid ice skater and
}

regatta sailor for muchofhis fig
life, Lou’s interest turned to
swimming, and he joined the

Dolphin Club in September
of 1956. Shortly afterward.
he began another new ven
ture—his own real estate
firm. Louis Gallic Company
was formed in 1957. The firm
was integral to the develop-
ment of someof the first hous-
ing in Foster City, California
Though his business de
manded long hours, he made
swimming in the cove and
spending time at the Club a

priority.
f

Watershed events con-
tinued into the autumn ofhis
years. He was ina life-threat-
ening caraccidentin 1965 and
was divorced from Dorothy
before the decade was over.
Shortly afterward he met
Mineko, a very happy acci-

dent. “Wejust walked into each other's
life one day.” she recounts. The two
shared some of the most joyful years of
their lives together. She accompanied
Louto the clubfor his daily swimfor
thelast 25 years, regardless of mood or
weather. She recently was by his side
as he fought through to another suc-
cess, recovering from hip replacement
surgery and then pneumonia. How-
ever, at the age of 94, the man’s un-
quenchable spirit moved from this
world to the next.

Lou Gallic’s story and spirit con-
tinue to inspire here and now. Succeed-
ing underfire from a desperate enemy,
creating a goodlife for himself and his
family, building and maintaining a suc-
cessful business, he remains a legend
for this and future ages. As long as
there is a Dolphin to remember and tell
others, this remarkable man and his
storywill remain bright and vibrant.

Gallic's Medals, left to right, first row: Silver Star, Purple
Heart, BronzeStar; second row: World WarII Service, Euro-

pean Theater of Operations with Battle Star, Good Conduct
Medal, American Campaign; third row: Infantry Medal, Unit
Citation for Division Regiment, and Combat Infantry Medal.
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