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as well as British) had entirely abandoned the neigh-
borhood of thie Rapids, I left the command of camp
Meigs with gen. Clay and came here last night. 1t
‘i’ with the greatest satisfuction, ¥ inform you, sir,
that I have every reason to believe, that the loss of
the Kentucky troops in killed on' the north side of
the river does not exceed fifty. On the 10th and
“11th inst. I caused the ground which was the scene
of the action and its environs to be carefully ex-
amined, and after the most diligent sear¢h 45 bodies
only of our men were discovered—amongst them
was the leader of the detachment col. Dudley. No
other officer of note fell in the action. ¥ have strong
reason to believe that a considerable number of the
Kentuckians effected their retreat up the river to
Fort Winchester. " ‘General Proctor did net furnish
me with a return of the prisoners in his possession,
although repeatedly promised. His retreat was as
precipitate as it could properly be, leaving a num-
ber of cannon ball, a new elegant sling-carriage for
c.nnon, and other valuable articles. 'The night be-
fore his departure two persons that were employed
an the British gun-boats (Americansby birth) desert-
ed to us. The information they gave me was very
interesting—they say that the Indians, of which
there were from 1600 to 2000, left the British the
day before their departure in a high state of dissa-
tisfaction, from the great loss which they had sus-
tained in the several engagements of the 5th, and
the fuilure of the British in accomplishing their
promise of taking the post at the Rapids. From the
account given by these men, my opinion is confirm-
od of the great superiority of the enemy which were
defeated by our troops in the two sallies made on the
5th inst.  Thatled by colonel Miller did not exceed
350 men, and it is very certain that they defeated
200 British reguiars, 150 militia, and 4 or 500 In-
dians. That American regulars (although they

were raw recriits) and such men as compose the|.

Pittsburg, Penn. and Petersburg, Va. volunteers,
should behave well; is not to be wondered at—but
that a company ot militia should maintain its ground
against feur times its nuinbers, as did capt. Sebres
ot the Kentucky, is truly astonishing. These brave

- f:llows were at length however entirely surroundéd

by Indians, and would have been entirely cut off,
but for the gallantry of lieut. Gwynne of the 19th
regiment, who, with part of captain Elliot’s com-
pany, charged the enemy and released the Kentue-
kians. Tinclose youa list of the killed and wound-
ed during the whole siege, 1Tt is considerably larger
than 1 had sapposed it would be when T last wrote
to you—but it is satisfactory to know that they did
not bleed uselessly—=but in the course of success-
ful exertions. The retuin does not embrace those
1ho fell on the N. W. side of the Miami.

Vou will also receive herewith a monthly return
of the troops at camp Meigs for the last month ;
the comnmunication with the other posts being cut
ofl; the returns were not received. A copy of gen.
Cligy’s veport to me of the manner of his executing
» for the attack on the enemies. batteries, is
¢ forwarded, by which it will be seen that
ions were perfectly understood, and the
t.cility with which they might have been exe-
apparent to every individual who witnessed

Indeed the cannon might have. been
ked, the carriages cut to pieces, the magazine
4 and the retreat effected to the boats with-
out the loss of aman, as none were killed in mli}jag

‘the butieries, so complete was the surprize.

An cxtensive open plain intervenes between the
river and the hill upon which the batteries of the ene-
my were placed ; this plain was raked by four of our
eighteen pounders, atwelve and asjx. “Theen Iy,

even before their guns were spiked, could not have
brought one to bear on it.. So perfectly secured was
their retreat that 150 men who came off effected it
without loss, and brought off some of the wounded,
one of them upon the backs of his comrades. The
Indians foliowed them to the woods, but dared not
enter into the plain: ( : i

I am unable to form a eorrect estimate of the enc-
my’s force. The prisoners varied much in their ac-
counts ; those who made them least, stated the re-
gulars at 550 and militia at 800 ; but the numbers of
Indiaus were beyond comparison greater than have
ever been brought into the field before ; numbers ar-

rived after the siege commenced. I have caused®

their camps on the south-east side of the river to be
particularly examined, and the generul opinion is,
that there could not have been fewer on that side

than 1000 or 1200 ; they were indeed the efficient.

force of the enemy. '

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of
'your favors of the 14th, 18th and 28th ult. and 4t
1nstant. . 4 k

I am sorry fo inform you that mpjor Stoddard died
the night before 1left the Rapids, of a lock-jaw, pro-
'duced by a slight wound from a fragment of a shell
which struck him on the thigh. Several have died
in this way from their great and unavoidable expo-
sure to the cold ; but perhaps there never were so
many instances of desperate wonnds being likely to
do well. :

The gallant captain Bradford will recover.

Ishall go irom here to Upper Sandusky, and shall
take my station at Delaware or Franklinton until the
troops are assembled. General Clay who commands
at the Rapids, is a man of capacity and entirely to
be relied on.

I have the honor to be, with great respect, sir, your
humble servant,

. WM. HENRY HARRISON.
The hon. Jorx ArMsTRONG,

‘Secretary at War.
Return of the killed and wounded in the siege of
Camp Meigs, and the several sorties of the 5th inst.

U. 8. Ardilery 1 killeds
U.S. Infantry 39 do. 90 wounded, aggi'regate 129
. do. 1 5420

U. S. Dragoons 3 do. 17 - do.

Kentueky milit. 30 dos 42 do. total 7%

Ohjo mihtia 3 do. 8 do. do. 11

12 month’s vol. 2 do. 29 do. do. 3t

Dewchment of

Infantry of thcl- 3 do. 3 do. do. 6

United States, J —=— — —
‘Total killed 81 total wounded 189 total killed & wounded 266

Remanks—Majs. Stoddard and Hukill—the form-
er died of his wounds, the latter slightly wounded.
Sixty-four of the above were killed in the sorties,
and one hundred and twenty-four wounded : the ba-
lance, eighty-one, killed and wounded within the
fortified camp. o xd. 0. FALLON,
. Acting Assist. Adjt. General.
Copy of a letter. from Gen. Clay to Gen. Harrison.
Canrp at Fort Mziss, May , 1813,
S1a—O0n the 5th inst. about 8 o’clock, A. M. des
scending the Miami of the lake about midway the
Rapids, with 1200 of the Kentucky troops in 18 flat
bottomed boats, I was met by captain Hainilton and
a subaltern, who delivered me (as he said) the or-
;}ers of major genersl Harrison to the following ef-
oot

“You must detach about 800 men from your bri-

gade, who will land at a'point I will shew about one
or one and half miles above the Fort, and T will con-
duct thiem to the British batteries on the left bank
of theriver, They must take possession of the ene-
my’s cannon, spike them, cut down the carriages,
and return to their boats.” ()
Observing that the British force at their large bat-

‘teries was incongiderable, but that their main forct

“and execute general Harrison’s-orders on the left

- route.
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was at tie old garrison, about one and a half miles
below, on the same side of the river; that the Indi-
an forceswere chiefly on the right bank of the river.
“The balance of the men, under your command,
must land on the right bank, opposite the first land-
g, and will fight their way through the Indians to
the Fort,” observing that the route thus to be taken
would be shewn by a subaltern officer there, in com:
pany with capt. Hamilton, who would land the Pe-
rogue at the point on the right bank, at which ‘the
boats would land. ‘ g
The order of descending the river in boats was
the same as the order of march in line of battle in
solid column, each officer taking position according
to his rank. Col. Dudley, the eldest colonel, led the
van, and in this ordér the river had: been descended.
As soon as capt. Hamilton had delivered these or-
ders, being in the thirteenth boat from the front, I
divected him to proceed immediately to col. Dudley
and order him to take the men in the 12 front bouts,

bank of the river; and post his (capt. Hamilton’s)
subaltern on the right bank to conduct myself with
the men in the six rear boats to the Fort. I ordered
the 5 boats in the rear to fall in a line and follow me.
High winds and the rapidity of the current drove 4
of the rear boats ashore in the attempt to fellow on
according to order, where they remained a short
time, sufficient however to detain them half or 3
quarters of a mile m the rear. To land according
to order, T kept close along the rightbank until op-
posite col. Duadley’s landing. There [ found no guide
feft to conduct me to the Fort as capt. Hamilton had
promised. I then made an attempt to cross the
river and join col. Dudley, but from the rapid cur-
rent on the falls I was unable to land on the point
withhim. Being nearly half way across the river,
and the waves running too high to risk the boat
then driving down the current sidewise—veered
about the hoat and rowed the best way we could to
save our boats. My attemipt to cross the river to
col. Dudley, occasioned all the hoats (I presume in
the rear of me) and which were then out of hailing
distance, to cross over and lund with col. Dudley.
Having been defeated in a landing on the left, we
then endeavored to effect one on the right, even
without a guide: But before alanding could be ef-
fected we received a brisk fire from the enemy on
shore, which was returned and kept up on both
sides. And I was in this unavoidable situation com-
pelled to muke to Fort Meigs with no other force
than about 50 men on board (the other boats being
still in the rear) and to receive the enemy’s fire un-
til we arrived under the protection of the Yort. Col.
Boswell’s command (except the men in my hout)
having landed to join col. Dudley, were, as [ hive
been informed, ordered by captain Hamilton imme-
diately to embark and land on the right hand shore
about amile above the Fort, and prepare to fight his
avay through to the garrison.

T'he celonel embarked, landed as he conceived at
the proper point, pursuantto captain Hamiltow’s or-
der, and was forming his men in order of battle,
when he was met by captain Shaw, and ordered to
march into the garrison at open order, the ‘safest

When my own boat landed we were met by two
men who took charge of the boat as we understood
to bring her under the protection of the fort batteries.
Believing our baggage to be thus made safe, we for-
bid our servants to carry any portion of it, but loaded
them with cannon balls which they bore to the fort.
Our baggage was however taken by tne Indians in a
very short time after we Jeft the boat. Upon receiv-

brought spikes to spike the enemy’s cannon. To
which he replied he bad plenty. S
1 am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, -
GREEN CLAY, 7Zirig. Gen.
His excellency major-general Hirmison. =
P. 8, Captain Hamilton on delivering the orders of
general Harrison, observed that the project of Jand-
inng and marching a portion of tlie ticops on the
right bank was to draw the attention of the Indians,
and by thus engaging them afford an opportunity to
the garrison to make a sally, and by a circuilous |
route surprize and carry the batteries and cannonof
the enemy below the fort on the right bank.
v GREENCLAT, BoG
‘A true copy. G, CROGHAN, Wid-de-camp! -
Extract of o letter from major-general Dearborh to
the secreiary of war, dated Niagara, JMay 3.
“As nearly as I have been able to ascertain, the
loss of the enemy in the late affair of York amount-
ed to one hundred killed, two hundred prisciiers
and three hundred wounded. I have not been able
to ascertain precisely the amount of the militia put
on their parole—I presume it could not be less than
five hundred. There was an immense depot of na-
val and ‘military stores. York was a magazine for
Niagara, Detroit, &c. and notwithstanding the im-
mense amount which was destroyed by them, we
found more than we could bring oif. . Gen. Sheafle’s
baggage and papers fell into my hands ; the papers
are a valuable acquisition. A scaze was found in
the executive and legislative council chamber, sug-
pended near the speaker’s chair in company with
the mace, &c.” : :
Extract of a letter from a feld officer in tle forcé
which landed at York, to the deparvtmens of -war.
“The column of attack consisted of the 6th, 15thy
16ih and 21st regiments of infantry, and a detacl-
ment of the light and heavy artillery. Major Fot-
syth’s corps of riflemen, and lieut. col. M‘Clure’s
corps of volunteers acted on the flanks. There was
a long piece of woods to go through, which offered
many obstructions to our heavy ordnance. As was
expected, we were there annoyed on otw flanks by
apart of the British and Indians, with a six pouti-
der and two howitzers. One of the enemy’s batte-
1.5 aceidentally blew up, by which they lost fifty
men of the 8th regiment. A part of our force wus
detached from our column, as it came into the open
ground, who carried the second battery by storni.—
The troops were halted a few minutes to bring up
the heavy artillery to play on the block-house. Ge-
neral Sheafle, despairing of holding the town, or-
dered fire to be put to the magazine, in which
there were five hundred barrels of powder, miny
cart loads of stone, and an immense quantity cf
iron, shells and shot.. The explosion was tremcen-
dous. The column was raked from front to rear.
General Pike and his three aids, and 2350 officers.
and men were killed or wounded i the colunmm.—
Notwithstanding this calamity and the discomfiture
that might be expected to follow it, the treops guve
three cheers, instantly formed the colimn and marched
on towards the town. Gen. Sheafle fled and left his_
papers and baggage behind him.  About sixty regu-
lars accompanied him, leaving their wounded in
every farm-house. They acknowledge the loss of
three hundred killed snd wounded. Their {uiree,
regulars and militia, consisted of 1000 men. We
took between four and five hundred prisoners.”
Extract of a letter from Stephen . Moore, captaiy
of the Baltimore Volunicers, to lis brother in (s
city, dated Niagara, 5th Jiay, 1813.
‘I last wrote you from the Harbor, stating that I

g theorders of captain Hamilton, T ssked if Le had
.

was then about to embark with oy company, toge.

g




