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HISTORY

THERE is little doubt but that lawns are as old or older than civilization. Even
the cave dwellers must have parked their Dinosaurs out front and come to know
that, if the animals ate off the tops of the grass, the grass grew better and stayed
green. Perhaps the first lawns were started that way, and thus began the instillation into
man of an admiration for green fields that is so universal among the human race.
After the Dinosaurs came sheep and goats, which were somewhat better, too, be-
cause the wear and tear on the grass was not so much. It was not until the Greeks had
invented the scythe, and put it into use, that grass really came into its own and became
the thing of beauty and joy that is possible for it to be when properly grown and cut.
However, to cut a sizeable yard with the scythe and get a good job was no mean
accomplishment. It took a lot of time. No one but a slave had that much time and,

when the slaves gave out, men began looking around for something with which to do the
job faster and with less labor.

EARLY DEVELOPMENTS

In the early 1800’s came the development of the reaper, which was essentially a
machine for cutting grass after grass had grown tall.

The first lawn mowers made, naturally, were of the sickle-bar type. While they
were satisfactory for tall grass or grains, they weren’t so good for short grass—so the in-
ventors began looking around for something else. One inventor invented the whirling
circular blade, like a circular saw, with the flat surface presented to the ground, the
width of the swath equal to the diameter of the disc. He had a whetstone placed against
the cutting edge of the disc to keep the edge sharp at all times.

FIRST PATENTS

The first patent issued from the patent office appears to be to Peter Galliard, a resy- -
dent of Pennsylvania, in 1812, but it was forty-four years before Aultman & Miller ap-
plied for and obtained a patent upon a mower having two wheels, an adjustable cutter
bar and revolving reel—all the essential parts of the present-day machine.

Of course, there were lots of new, trick designs brought out, but they seemed unable
to catch on with the user public. Few of them contemplated giving the user more than
a machine with one or two freakish attachments or some queer way of adjusting the cut-

ting elements, while they were deplorably weak in the important parts like the reel, reel
bearings or cutter design.

YEARS WITHOUT CHANGE

Thus, the industry ran on for years without much improvement, even though the
manufacturing art had improved by leaps and bounds. One firm boasted in their cata-
logue that they had not changed the design for forty years; therefore, their users could
surely get parts whenever they needed them.

In those forty years many things had happened to this country of ours—the auto-
mobile, the aeroplane, stream-liners, accounting machines, radio, telephones, rayon and a -

thousand other things came into common use, replacing machines and materials formerly
used for the same thing prior to their conception.
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