
Alonzo Steele, a wealthy merchant, banker and 
manufactur er, built this handsome Italianate 
home in 1871 as a single .. family dwelling. S ele 
sited the frame house at the top of a hill over­ 
lookin g the business district and, in the dis 
ranee, one of his businesses, Craver & So le 
Oater the location of the Spaulding Manufactur­ 
ing Company). He spared no expens in the 
ornate design elements or on the materials used 
- perhaps because his business interests also 
included a lumber yard. 
Steele died in 1899, collapsing as he walked 

home from the train depot after a business trip .. 
("He went to his heavenly home on his way to 
his earthly home," his obituary stated.) 

Subsequent owner Charles Morse changed 
the house into a duplex (numbered 802-804 
High), which it has been ever since. (Morse 
lived at 904 High, also on today's tour.) 
The duplex features intricate cornices, heavy 

brackets and straight-sided arched windows. 
(The house is one of the few Italianate homes 
in Grinnell that still have the characteristic 
arched windows. Two blocks north, at 1008 
High, is a home with vestiges of original win­ 
dows similar to these.) 
The house is dominated on th front by a 

pair of high foyer windows with geometric 
(Continued on next page) 
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