JrinnellPs Great
3,55 Fire Of 188¢

Farty-four years i§'not a very
long time in the history of a com-
nunity hut'it is long enough so
that most of the pesple who were
settlers here at the time of the
great fire have passed out of ex-
istence.

The fire which destroyed pretty

near all a business block of Grin-
nell started at noon Jan. 12, 1889
It was supposed to have been
started from a spark from a Roeck
Island engine which was switch-
ing on the track south of one of
the grain elevators. A pretty stiff
wind was blowing and almost in
!seconds after the fire caught on
he roof the efevator was in
| lames and it swept across Com-
'mercial street and was attacking
the buildings facing south. The
first buildings to be taken by the
ames were The Herald office and
‘he Miles hardware storé which
were directly in The path of the
flames. These buildings were
shingled with pine shingles and
the fire spread with wonderfu!
rapidity. Before the flames had
“een brought under control all the
buildings on the east half of the
“ock were ablaze and the fire wae
rapidly spreading to the buildings
south of Commercial street =and
2a5t of the elevator.

Companies from Marshalltown
ind Brooklyn brought relief as
;000 as possible but that part o
‘he town was toomed,

A good supply of water and the
activity of the local and visiting
| firemen saved the block to the
‘north of Fourth avenue and some

f the buildings on the south side
of Fourth avenue. The stores were
amptied as rapidly as possible and

nost of the contents were carried
‘nto the park by willing hands.

The fire started at noon and in
-wo hours that part of the town
vas either in ashes or just smok-
‘ng ruins,

The few people now who lived

' he sparks from an engine.

‘n Grinnell at that time remember
the devastation which the firc!
wrought. It was believed as 1T
itated before that the fire startec
‘rom a spark from a passing en-
yine and later suit was brought
7y some of the business men in ar
rffort to prove that this was true
t was shown reasonebly conclus-
ive that there was little or no fire
1t the elevator at the time it broke
out and that an engine was switch-
‘mg back and forth at the time the
Tre started. RBut to prove that
he sparks from an engine cause:
‘he fire was a different proposi- |
“ion and about a week was spen’ |

-G Ie suit against the KOock isianc
ailway company in an effort to |
4ow that the loss was caused by

But it was not provea and the
*ompany was not required to pay
iy damages for losses. The con-
tents of the stores were taken out
‘nto the park and almost immedi-
ately rough board buildings were
[ vat up and people who had stores
| m the east side of the block were
{ ngaged in deing business in what
{rame to be known at “Oklahoma
' low." Oklahoma row was so
ramed from the new state of Ok-
‘ahoma which had just been open-
»d up to settlers and the buildings
were put up so rapidly that the
aew lumber buildings very much
-esembled the buildings in the|
»ark.

It would be impossible to name
1l the stores that located in the
marlke but the entire west side of
‘he park was a complete town oc-
~upied by the new buildings. Most
1otable were the Herrick hardware
store, the Proctor jewelry store, a
zlothing store, restaurants, and so
forth. Also the justice office of
Squire Chafee was in this row.

Some of the buildings destroyed
were never rebuilt. Most notable
was the Miles hardware store
which occupied the southwest cor-
ner of the block. The fire was the
most disastrous event which had
YZappened in Grinnell since tae
syclone. There was not sufficien!
insurance to cover the entire los
wut following the fire the brick
‘ront which now faces the park
was made by the architect as onc
~ontinuous front and it has beer
in existence for forty years
Among the buildings destroyed
was the Secaman restaurant,
the office of the lumber company

ind a number of smaller buildings

Setween Commercial street and the

reilroad. !

At the time of the fire Commer- |
~ial strect was one of the mos! |
popular in town. There were|
stores on both sides and all doing
a2 good businass. Commercial
street was a very narrow street|
and immediately after the fire
oeople owning property- on botn:,
sides contributed part . their |
own property to mden the ﬂtreet
and that is how Commercial strectl
came to be more than an alley.

Buildings put up on Commercial |

street immediately after the fire l[

ere the old Herald office an’-

Chu.fee block. Both of which buud-

1ngs are now in use.




