REMEMBERING THE CIVIL WAR

With so many Civil War veterans in Ganges Town-
ship, Memorial Day (first called Decoration Day be-
cause it was the day the graves were decorated with
flowers) was always celebrated with enthusiasm.

Treva (Miller) McKeown, whose grandfather, Adam
Miller, was both a Civil War veteran and a member
of the Ganges band, wrote: “About the years 1906
to 1912 Civil War veterans were guests of honor at
the Memorial Day services at the Ganges Methodist

(Above) The parade to the cemetery forms
about 1907 in front of the Ganges ME Church
on 68th St. (now the Blue Star). In the back-
ground. is the old Ganges Union School which
was razed in the 1950s and replaced with a
one-story brick building. The white clapboard
Methodist Church burned in 1929 and was
also replaced in brick.

(Right) Veterans and others surround the Gan-
ges Civil War monument in Taylor Cemetery
that was first dedicated in 1906 for Memorial
Day services. At the far right Major William
H. Dunn, formerly of the 10th Michigan Cav-

alry, sits on a horse.

Remembering When feature is the creation of the
Saugatuck-Douglas Historical Society. This weeks
feature was written on a Civil War topic as part of
this year’s museum exhibit “Lincoln’s Ready-Made
Soldiers: Saugatuck Area Men in the Civil War.” The
exhibit will open Saturday, May 29 and run through
October. The SDHS museum is located on the west
side of the Kalamazoo River at the foot of Mt. Bald-
head, and is open daily, noon to 4 p.m. until Labor
Day, then on fall weekends. There is no admission
charge.

In addition, special presentations featuring various
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Church. After the benediction and tributes to those tired
old men. and a program of local talent, including the
reading of the “Gettysburg Address,” all who cared to
“marched” to the Taylor Cemetery.

On one such occasion that I remember vividly Major
W. H. Dunn, a veteran cavalry officer, decided to ride
a horse in the procession. As the assemblage was being

organized, Major Dunn rode up on a fine looking well-
groomed horse. Everything went well until the horse
became excited and thrashed about and became unruly.

View from Baldhead 1874

Our History

For a few minutes much concern was felt for the elderly
rider, and all those standing nearby, but with the good
horsemanship of Major Dunn, and the aid of several
men, the horse was quieted down. The procession fi-
nally started with the accompaniment of our local Fife
and Drum Corps, consisting of George Gaze on the fife,
Marion Pressler on the bass drum and my father, Ber-
trand Miller, on the snare drum. After reaching the cem-
etery the children placed the lilac and snowball bouquets
on the graves of veterans.”
By Kit Lane

Major Dunn ca 1863

historical topics will be presented at the museum on
Tuesdays and Saturdays, 11 a.m. to noon, beginning
June 21.

We welcome your comments on Remembering When.
Call 269 857-7901, email us at sdhistory@accn.org or
write to Box 617 Douglas, Mi 49406. SDHS histori-
cal images can be seen on the SDHS web site at www.
sdhistory.com and all historical photos are available for
purchase in print sizes up to 12x17.

Our historical image database is growing through
your contributions. We scan your old photos—you
keep the originals—and we then provide you with a
CD of your digitized images.




