
New Exhibit 
Reveals the 
Dangers of 

Lake Michigan 
Lifesaving

See the rare c. 1854 
iron Francis Lifeboat
One of only two surviving 

crafts left  in the entire 
United States of America

During the winter of 1870-
71, Great Lakes shipwrecks 
claimed the lives of 214 people. 
Back then, before the es-
tablishment of railroads and 
highways, the lakes were busy 
with cargo ship traffic. 

The destructive power of 
Lake Michigan’s storm-tossed 
waves is legendary. But the 
greatest danger to sailing 
vessels was the shore: rocks, 
sandbars and harbor walls. In 
fine weather, a captain could 
handily steer a craft into a 
narrow harbor mouth, but with 
a 30-mile-per-hour cross-
wind the task was more akin 
to threading a needle while 
standing on a pitching deck. In 
a storm, any ship stranded on a 
sandbar was smashed to pieces 
within hours, much to the hor-
ror of the people — sometimes 
friends and family — watching 
helplessly from the shore. 

What could be done? If 
there were heavy onshore 
winds, a rescue ship stood 
a good chance of also being 
stranded. Only small boats 
could reach vessels wrecked 
close to the beach. So the bur-
den of life-saving fell to teams 
of six to eight “surfmen” who 
would row out into the storm 
in their small life-boats.
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TRAGEDY!
Steamship Chicora Sinks

Captain Edward George Stines 
and entire crew feared lost 

Message in a bottle from Engineer McClure 
washed up in Glencoe, Illinois! A cruel hoax?

SHIPWRECK!
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Visit the Saugatuck-Douglas History Museum  735 Park Street, Saugatuck   At Mt. Baldhead Park   Free Admission  269-857-7900  Hours listed on page 2.

Message found:“We have lost all hope. She has gone to pieces. Good bye.”
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The Chicora, a passenger 
and freight wooden steamer, 
should not have been on the 
lake in the first place. She 
had already been taken out of 
service for the winter. Lake 
Michigan was well respected 
for its suddenly changing and 
potentially deadly conditions. 

But 1895 was not an typical 
year. Cold, wet weather in the 
central plains brought a late 
wheat harvest and poor ship-
ping conditions. Undelivered 
flour piled up at mills on the 
western shore of Lake Michi-
gan. Mill owners grumbled 
of eliminating the steamship’s 
cross-lake shortcut and switch-
ing a longer, but more reliable 
all railroad route.

So the Chicora was put back 
into service for a January run. 
She broke through 10-inch ice 
in the St. Joseph, Michigan 
harbor on the way to the load-
ing dock. A call was put out for 
a crew but few were willing to 
sign on. Short of men, Captain 
Edward C. Stines took his 23- 
year-old son on the voyage.

The Chicora departed in 
warm calm weather on Sunday, 
January 20 and landed at Wis-
consin about 5 p.m. She spent 
the next 10 hours receiving all 
the flour the vessel could hold 
and sailed again at 5 a.m.

Meanwhile, back in St. Jo-
seph, John H. Graham, one of 
the transportation company’s 
founders, was unable to sleep. 
He checked the barometer. 
It read an astounding 28, the 
lowest reading he had ever seen 
and a sign that the weather 
would turn ugly. He rushed 
to the dock to stop his other 
ships from leaving the port and 
sent a telegram to the Chicora. 
But the message arrived too 
late! The Chicora had already 
departed. 

Monday, January 21, 1895 
was a day of rapidly changing 
weather. Temperatures plum-
meted from 50 degrees at 9 
a.m. to 28 degrees at 11 a.m. 
By 3 p.m. a full-blow bliz-
zard had struck. The Chicora 

should have arrived in St. 
Joseph around noon but there 
was no sign of the ship that 
day or the next. The ship was 
reported overdue and tele-
grams were sent up and down 
the Michigan coast to alert all 
harbors to keep a watch for the 
vessel. Unfortunately, the bliz-
zard made viewing from the 
shore impossible. 

When the blizzard subsided, 
a dozen men from Saugatuck 
ventured out on the ice and 
found pieces of the Chicora’s 
decking, oars and both masts 
frozen into the ice about 3/4 
mile from shore. The trail of 
wreckage stretched from Sau-
gatuck to South Haven. 

Hope succumbed to despair. 
A memorial service was ar-
ranged for the lost men. But 
then, the quiet of the Sunday, 
February 3, afternoon was 
shattered by the telegraph tap-
ping out a message:

HULL OF A VESSEL 
BELIEVED TO BE CHICORA 

IN SIGHT OFF SOUTH 
CHICAGO WITH 14 MEN OR 

MORE ON BOARD.

Impossible! Churches and 
houses emptied as the people 
gathered around at telegraph 
office to learn more. A tele-
gram at 4:50 from the Chicago 
Fire Department read:

THE BOAT IS WITHOUT 
DOUBT THE CHICORA AS HER 
NAME CAN BE READ THROUGH 
A FIELD GLASS FROM SHORE.

The telegraph continued to 
click out messages:

A TUG HAS GONE AFTER 
THE MEN. 19 HAVE BEEN 
SIGHTED ON HER. THEY 

EXPECT TO GET THEM OFF 
BY MORNING.

Find out what happened 
next, about the mysterious 
message in a bottle, and what 
ultimately became of the 
Chicora in the book Storm, 
Fire, & Ice: Shipwrecks of the 
Saugatuck Area available at the 
Saugatuck History Museum, 
The Old School House, or at 
www.SDHistoricalSociety.org.

Visit the Old School House History Center, Back-in-Time Pathway and Lifeboat Exhibit  130 Center Street, Douglas  Free Admission  269-857-5751  Hours listed on page 2.

An oft-repeated tale is that 
as surfmen headed out into a 
howling gale to aid a founder-
ing ship, a bystander on the 
dock yelled, “You will never 
make it back!” The life-boat 
captain replied, “The book 
only says we have to go out. It 
don’t say nothing about com-
ing back!” This story typifies 
the bravery of the surfmen who 
were the forerunners of the 
United States Coast Guard. 

The Francis Lifeboat
Born in Boston, Massachu-

setts in 1801, Joseph Francis 
grew up hearing about the 
frequent shipwrecks in Boston 
Harbor. The increase in ship 
travel during the 19th century 
multiplied the occurrence of 
shipwrecks. The heavy wooden 
lifeboats in use at the time 
were inadequate for the task. 
They could easily capsize, be 
smashed against the shore, or 
for lack of proper maintenance 
be found unseaworthy just 
when they were needed. 

To solve this tragic prob-
lem, Joseph Francis devised a 
strong, lightweight and nearly 
indestructible metallic lifeboat. 
In 1847, to mass produce these 
boats, he invented an hydraulic 
press to stamp out the hulls 
from one thin sheet of metal. 
The finished parts were coated 
with molten tin, then zinc (in 
an early form of galvanization) 
and riveted together.  

The Francis lifeboat was 
touted in the 1851 Harpers 
New Monthly Magazine, “The 
seams of the metallic boat will 
never open by exposure to the sun 

and rain, when lying long on the 
deck of a ship, or hauled up on 
shore. Nor will such boats burn. 
If a ship takes fire at sea, the 
boat’s iron can never be injured 
by conflagration. Nor can they be 
sunk. For they are provided with 
air chambers in various parts, 
each separate from the others, 
so that if the boat were bruised 
and jammed by violent concus-
sions, up to her utmost capacity 
of receiving injury, the shapeless 
mass would still float upon the 
sea, and hold up with unconquer-
able buoyancy as many as could 
cling to her.”

The craft was considered so 
effective the U.S. Life-Saving 
Service sent 48 of these boats 
to Great Lakes locations. 
Saugatuck received its 26-foot 
boat between 1853 and 1860. 

Joseph Francis went on to 
invent many innovative lifesav-
ing boats and in 1890 he was 
awarded the Congressional 
gold medal in recognition of 
a half century of saving lives. 
From 1850 to 1854 alone, 
more than 2,100 passengers 
were rescued by his inventions.

You are invited to view a 
rare, recently restored Francis 
lifeboat at the exhibit Rowing 
Them Safely Home: Lifesaving 
and Shipwrecks on Lake Michi-
gan at the Old School House 
History Center in Douglas. 
While there preview the 1.16 
acre “Back-in-Time” Pathway 
that will eventually include 
learning stations, a rhodo-
dendron garden and a Mt. 
Baldhead viewing platform.

Published by the Saugatuck-Douglas Historical Society so we may... ... understand our past, preserve the quality of our community life, and shape our future.
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Bear sighted on Mt. Baldhead
Popular Scenic Viewpoint Not Without Perils

Get connected

May Francis Heath, Saugatuck’s first historian, 
recounts the following tale of a schoolteacher’s 
encounter with one of the area’s wild citizens.

Constance Bingham, teacher at the Loomis 
school, had a great desire to climb Mt. Baldhead. 
Miss Bingham could find no one to accompany 
her so she bravely went alone. The ferry man 
rowed her across the Kalamazoo River and di-
rected her where to go. After several attempts she 
reached the top of the dune, took in the spec-
tacular view, and headed down toward the beach. 
She encountered a little mound where an Indian 
child had been buried. This must have stuck a 
sentimental chord within the teacher because 
she paused to gather wild flowers and fashion a 
wreath to adorn the grave. After a rest she began 
the long climb back up the west side of Baldhead. 
She rested again at the top and reported that she 

sat musing over the Indian grave and how she 
would recount the day’s events to her pupils.

While thus occupied the bushes beside her 
began to crack and snap and a black “something” 
thrust its head through the branches and gave an 
ugly grunt. Miss Bingham, too startled to even 
look back, with well directed bounds lost no time 
in getting to the foot of Baldhead. She was ter-
ribly frightened, imagining that all the animals 
of the forest were chasing her, so she ran at high 
speed to the ferry, arriving there in such a shaking 
and frightened state that she could not speak. The 
kind old ferry man advised her to hurry home. 
She did exactly that and the next day Mr. Mor-
rison and a party of men discovered a black bear,  
—the largest ever seen in the area— roaming on 
Mt. Baldhead.

In the end Miss Bingham had quite a story to 
tell her students.

May Francis Heath’s Early Memories of Sau-
gatuck, Michigan 1830-1930 is full of tales from 
Saugatuck’s early days. Copies are available at the 
Saugatuck History Museum or at www.SDHis-
toricalSociety.org

Brave Souls who survive a climb to the top of 
Mt. Baldhead can commemorate their achieve-
ment with souvenir “I Climbed Mt. Baldhead” T-
shirts available at the Saugatuck History Museum 
... along with bottles of cold water. Benches in 
the museum garden are a great spot to catch your 
breath and enjoy a splendid river view.

The Saugatuck-Douglas His-
torical Society is an all-volunteer, 
non-governmental, not-for-profit 
501(c)3 organization with mem-
bership open to all.
Joining the Society is a delightful 
way to meet people who love the 
Saugatuck-Douglas area and learn 
about the forces that shaped this 
region. Monthly member meet-
ings, newsletters and events will 
connect you with the community.

 
Saugatuck-Douglas  

History Museum
735 Park Street, Saugatuck, MI 
49453 (in the Pump House building 
on the west bank of the Kalamazoo 
River at the foot of Mt. Baldhead) 
OPEN from noon to 4 p.m. daily 
from Memorial Day to Labor Day 
and on weekends after Labor Day 
until Halloween.

 
Old School House 

History Center
Back-in-Time Pathway 

Lifeboat Exhibit 
130 Center Street, Douglas, MI 
49406. OPEN daily 11-2 a.m. and 
5-7 p.m. from Memorial Day to 
end of August.

Contact the Society at:
P.O. Box 617, Douglas MI 49406 

www.SDHistoricalSociety.org 
269-857-5751

Join the

Avenue Q | June 22 - July 15
A Triple Tony Award Winning Laugh-Out-Loud Comedy 
Music & lyrics by Robert Lopez & Jeff Marx. Book by Jeff Whitty. Based on an original concept by 
Robert Lopez & Jeff Marx. Directed & choreographed by Kurt Stamm.

Bonus Track Week: 4 Days Of Hot Music & Comedy!
 The Good Lovelies | July 18
 Marcus Monroe | July 19 & 20
 BeauSoleil avec Michael Doucet | July 21

Our Sinatra | July 27 - Aug. 12
A Superb Tribute To Old Blue-Eyes  
By Eric Comstock, Christopher Gines & Hilary Kole. Conceived by Jack Lewin. Directed by Kurt Stamm.

Boeing Boeing | Aug. 17 - Sept. 2 
A Brilliant Bedroom Comedy  
By Marc Camoletti. Translated by Beverley Cross & Francis Evans. Directed by Kathryn Markey.

Tickets and more information at 
www.sc4a.org or 269.857.2399 

Professional Equity Theatre in Downtown Saugatuck

�

�

Building a
great community 
one household

at a time!

Building a
great community 
one household

at a time!
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





Specializing in making 
your home beautifully 
match your decor 
preferences, lifestyle 
and budget.

Nancy Woods
269.720.9516
info@revamptoday.com

Sherry Coupe, Realtor, Greenridge Realty 
Saugatuck/Douglas Office 
Office: 269-857-8414  Cell: 616-836-2250 
email: scoupe@greenridge.com  fax: 616-494-8513 

Hope you enjoy exploring our area’s history.
Call me to make Saugatuck/ 
Douglas a part of your future.

2” 

HistSocGOLF  (3 7/8 x 2” … Calling Card size)  
 
Run in Historical Chronicle 2012 

Contact:  Jim Jeltema, Sr., 269.857.2000 ext. 112  jj@clearbrookgolfclub.com 

Clearbrook 
Open Daily   Phone 857-2000   Just North of Saugatuck 

Since 1926 in the style of America’s 
original resort country clubs … 

Updated now with NEW greens, drains, 
paths, fairways, and turf …  

 

You’ll like the  
NEW CLEARBROOK 

& The Grill Room serving year-round 
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In the 1870s, Singapore — 
sited down river from present-
day Saugatuck — was roaring, 
just like its namesake city-state 
in Asia. The devastating Great 
Chicago Fire in October 1871 
fueled a huge demand for 
lumber. Singapore, surrounded 
by forested land, was eager 
to provide. An October 1871 
issue of the Saugatuck Commer-
cial reported that the harbor 
shipped 3,232,000 feet of 
board lumber; 2,207,000 lath; 
252,000 cords of wood; 2,169 
railroad ties; 5,000 barrel staves 
and 20,000 barrel headers. 

But by 1875 most of the eas-
ily-accessed pine forests were 
cut down. Even the fore dune 
that separated Singapore from 

Lake Michigan was stripped of 
what little tree covering it ever 
had. Without the vegetation 
to stabilize the sand, the dune 
gradually blew inland on the 
prevailing west wind and was 
encroaching on Singapore.

As the sand piled up, 
the once vibrant town be-
gan to fade. The mills were 
dismantled and shipped to 
virgin forested lands up north. 
Whole houses were put on 
sleds, pulled by horses down 
the frozen river and placed on 
new foundations in Saugatuck 
(where they continue to serve 
as residences and shops). Other 
buildings were dismantled and 
recycled. But the largest struc-
ture, the boarding house, often 

derisively called “The Astor 
House,” was too large to move. 
During its final decade, a fish-
erman named James Nichols 
inhabited the structure. As the 
ground floor gradually filled 
with sand, he moved to the 
second floor. When the sand 
level reached the second floor 
windows, he moved to the top 
floor. When the sand began 
blowing down the chimney he 
moved away.

Singapore is one of the best 
known ghost towns of Michi-
gan. Read the entire story in 
the book Lost & Found: Ghost 
towns of the Saugatuck Area, 
available at the Saugatuck 
History Museum or at www.
SDHistoricalSociety.org

Singapore swallowed by dunes
Lumber Boomtown Lived Fast and Died Young

An 1869 photo of Singapore shows two bustling sawmills and the schooner “O.R. Johnson” ready to transport 
lumber across Lake Michigan. The inset photo shows the J. Hamel cottage, circa 1936, nearly devoured by sand.

In 1856 the drawbridge at 
Mary Street crashed into the 
Kalamazoo River, taking with 
it a horse and carriage and 
two elegantly dress ladies. The 
entire party floated down river 
until they were pulled to safety 
by diligent bystanders.

The following year the Vil-
lage of Saugatuck established a 
chain ferry. The original ferry 
was a flat, barge-type boat 
called a “scow”—large enough 
to transport wagons, horses, 
and eventually automobiles. 
An underwater chain con-
nected the ferry to its east and 
west bank landings. The chain 
passed through the ferry’s 
hand-cranked winch mecha-
nism to draw the ferry from 
shore to shore. A ferry man 
presided over the operation, 
but a boy called the “cranker” 
usually supplied the muscle. 
The ferry was (and remains) 
one of the most photographed 
scenes in Saugatuck. While the 
ferry launch site remains where 
it always was, the current vessel, 
with its white “gingerbread” 
ornamentation, was introduced 
by R. J. Peterson in 1965. 

A popular outing from 
Saugatuck is to take the chain 
ferry across the river and climb 
the stairs to the viewing deck 
on the top of Mount Baldhead. 
The especially vigorous can 
then leap down the dune face 
and emerge at Oval Beach. 
Folks interested in a more 
restful excursion can, after 
disembarking the ferry, pause 
a moment to consider the 
bench placed in memory of Jay 
Myers, a beloved ferry man, 
and then stroll North along 
the road. It’s a short walk to 
the gardens at the Saugatuck-
Douglas History Museum.

chain Ferry replaces 
failed drawbridge

Authentic stern paddlewheeler

±1½ hour narrated cruise of 
Saugatuck’s harbor, Kalamazoo 

River and Lake Michigan.

Saugatuck’s finest scenery, a live 
narration, beverages/snacks for 
kids & adults, and restrooms. 

Don’t miss our glorious sunset cruises!

716 Water Street ’ 269-857-4261
www.SaugatuckBoatCruises.com

All cruises are subject to permitting conditions.

Enjoy
Refreshing

and 
Relaxing

Excursions 
for all Ages

SaugatuckSaugatuck

Scenic Cruise
a

on the

STARSTAR of

BIG FUNSM

ALL TOWNS

Saugatuck 

Douglas

Saugatuck/Douglas-Area Business Association (SABA) 

Find out what’s

BIG FUN
today or any day!

Event calendar and 
area information at

www.saugatuckdouglas.com
or call 269-857-1626

FREE 
All Day 
Delivery
857-1041

322 Culver Street 
Saugtuck

 “Historically Great Pizza and Prices”

www.ScootersCafeAndPizzeria.com

Large 1-Topping Pizza 
and a 

2-Liter Coca-Cola Product

$15.99+tax
Coupon expires 9/15/2012

Please bring coupon when ordering. This coupon 
cannot be combined with any other offers.

Medium 1-Topping Pizza, 
Small Order of Breadsticks 
& 2-Liter Coca-Cola Product

$15.99+tax
Coupon expires 9/15/2012

Please bring coupon when ordering. This coupon 
cannot be combined with any other offers.

Any Large Specialty Pizza, 
Large Salad and a 

2-Liter Coca-Cola Product

$26.95+tax
Coupon expires 9/15/2012

Please bring coupon when ordering. This coupon 
cannot be combined with any other offers.

Secure N Safe, llc
Alarm Systems 

Installation, Servicing 
& Monitoring

Quality systems designed to fit your needs.

Contact Elliott Sturm
269-561-2305 or 616-405-0635

SECURENSAFE.VPWEB.COM

Se
cu

re N Safe

Romantic Getaways for Two in the Heart of Saugatuck
247 Butler Street   888 857-8109
www.hiddengardencottages.com  
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beach time
Visitors have always loved 
our beaches. In the 1890s, flat 
bottomed, canopied excursion 
boats picked up passengers 
in downtown Saugatuck 
and steamed them out into 
Lake Michigan. The boats 
beached near the shore but 
the final distance to the beach 
inevitably soaked the visitors 
wool attire. An alternative 
route was to take the ferry 
across the Kalamazoo River 
and climb over Mt. Baldhead. 
The construction of the Mt. 
Baldhead staircase make the 
climb a little easier. 

Swimsuit styles may have 
changed but the pleasure is still 
the same: soft, golden sand; 
warm sun and the sounds of 
waves striking the beach. Don’t 
miss the glory of the sun sink-
ing into the water in an Oval 
or Douglas Beach sunset. 

The Saugatuck-Douglas 
Historical Society had 
published many fine books 
of local historic photos. 
Copies are available at the Sau-
gatuck History Museum or at 
www.SDHistoricalSociety.org

Every wonder why it’s 
called Oval Beach? 
The name came from the 
original shape of the parking 
lot built in 1936. Today, Oval 
Beach is ranked one of the best 
beaches in the nation.

WGVU Productions will be 
presenting a series of hour-long 

documentaries highlighting cities 
and towns throughout the Great 

Lakes State, beginning with 
Saugatuck/Douglas.  The partners, 

along with local historians, will 
tell the stories that define the 

Saugatuck/Douglas community.

32 years ago
I moved from England to the United States.

I loved it.

10 years ago I moved from Los Angeles 
to Saugatuck.

I loved it even more.

I had one regret ... that I didn’t do it sooner!

Don’t make my mistake and wait any longer 
to buy your dream vacation property, or full-
time residence enabling you to experience 
the “Lake Effect” year-round.

Allow me to provide you with the kind 
of real estate professionalism that quite 
literally puts an accent on care and customer 
service, because I understand it’s not just an 
Englishman’s home that is his castle ...

Ph
ot

o 
©
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rin
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Stephen Mottram
(616) 350-5700 (cell) 
(269) 857-8030 (office)

steve@shorelinerealtors.com

All Saints’

Episcopal Church
Come worship at our historic 1871 carpenter gothic church.

Sunday Holy Communion 8 a.m. and 10 a.m.
Saturday Summer Holy Communion 5 p.m.
Always open for prayer, meditation and visitation.

On the corner of Hoffman & Grand Streets Saugatuck, Michigan
269-857-5201

Father G. Corwin Stoppel, Rector

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞



The Saugatuck-Douglas Historical Chroniclewww.SDHistoricalSociety.org 5

Town “invaded” by artist-types!
Art Triumphs Over Saw Mills and Steam Ships

Back in the days of the first 
European settlers, the Sau-
gatuck-Douglas area was little 
more than a fur trading post 
on the bank of the Kalamazoo 
River. But soon entrepreneurs 
built saw mills to harvest the 
rich area forests. Ports were 
built to ship the lumber to 
growing urban centers like 
Chicago. As the forest was 
cleared, farmers took over, 

many planting fruit orchards. 
The saw mills declined and 
were replaced with factories to 
produced fruit baskets, barrels, 
crates and shingles. By the 
1890s, steamships regularly 
transported fruit and wood 
products to the cities and on 
the return trip they brought 
something new: city folk eager 
to escape the noise, crowding 
and pollution of urban life.

To those visitors, the 
Saugatuck area looked like a 
paradise: green, quiet, un-
tainted. Among these visitors 
were artists who were attracted 
to the rustic towns, the sweep-
ing dunes, the opportunity to 
paint plein air, meaning “in the 
open air” like the Impressionist 
painters of Europe. Before the 
Impressionists, serious paint-
ing was done in a studio, rather 
than outside, directly observing 
the way sunlight lit the subject.

Summer art colonies sprang 
up. The forerunner of Ox-Bow 
held its first classes in 1910 
and purchased its present loca-
tion in 1920. Numerous other 
art schools and studios opened 
their doors.

Today, the Saugatuck-Doug-
las area justly promotes itself as 
the “Art Coast of Michigan.” 
The fur traders, saw mills and 
steam ships have all faded away 
and only art remains. All Passes 
- Art Alone Endures

Learn more in the book 
Painting the Town: A History of 
Art in Saugatuck and Douglas 
available at the Saugatuck 
History Museum or at www.
SDHistoricalSociety.org

VIEW  LOCAL ART
The Old School House houses 
a fine collection of local art. 
The second floor gallery is 
open to the public when the 
building is open. See page two 
for Old School House hours. 

 2012 Young Scholars 
While you’re at the Old School 
House this summer you might 
notice some earnest young 
people about. They are the 
2012 Interns: Chad, Dustin, 
Greg, Mary and Jordan. The 
Young Scholars program 
matches the Society’s local his-
tory presentations and events 
with college students eager for 
“real world” experience.

An Ox-Bow art class, packed up and ready for a day of outdoor painting.

The nursery is situated on the old play-
ground beside our 146 year old 2-room 

schoolhouse in a beautiful rural setting of 
cows, blueberry fields and working farms 
between Saugatuck/Douglas and Holland. 

We specialize in perennials for sun and shade, 
culinary & ornamental herbs, dwarf conifers, 

flowering shrubs and vines, peppers from sweet to 
hot, heirloom tomatoes and patio vegetables. Re-
ceive expert cultural information and advice from 
owners/growers/designers Lee & Kay VerSchure. 

Professional Garden Services also available.

WESTVIEW FARMSWESTVIEW FARMS LL
C

Retail Garden Center NurseryRetail Garden Center Nursery
Est. 1983 

At Historic Westview School 
(1866)

4051 60th Street, Holland, MI 49423
Call for current retail hours.

www.ourplantsgrow.com
616.396.8858

If you would understand anything,  
observe its beginning and its development. 

— Aristotle

Lake Michigan Dunes 28x31 

Carl Hoerman
1885-1955

One of Saugatuck’s best-known landscape painters

Born in Bavaria, Hoerman studied at the Royal Art School 
in Munich before immigrating to the United States in 1904. 
Hoerman gave up his Chicago architectural practice and moved 
to Saugatuck in 1919. He built the Chalet Studio and Art Gallery 
on Pleasant Street in Saugatuck (now a private residence), 
provided illustrations for May Francis Heath’s Early Memories of 
Saugatuck, and was responsible for the remodeling of All Saints’s 
Church in Saugatuck and the River Guild Gallery (now the 
Button-Petter Gallery) in Douglas. 

B u t t o n - P e t t e r  G a l l e r y
161 Blue Star Highway Douglas Michigan 49406

269-857-2175
Summer Hours: 11 to 5 daily

A Fine Art Dest inat ion S ince 1966

B u t t o n - P e t t e r  G a l l e r y

Friday Night
Open Studios

269-857-5811

OX-BOW
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Freeze of 1906 Devastates Crops
Every peach tree killed from the Indiana line to straits of Mackinac

Peaches are not native to 
Michigan, yet the first Sau-
gatuck settlers found unkempt 
peach trees growing near a 
crumbling, abandoned fur 
trader’s cabin about a mile east 
of Douglas. 

By the late 1850s, estab-
lished settlers were growing all 
manner of fruits for home use. 
Many had fifty to a hundred 
apple trees in bearing condi-
tion. But there was no market 
for this fruit beyond peddling 
to mill hands in Saugatuck. 
Occasionally a passing ship 
would buy a load of fruit, or 
anything else edible, to trans-
port to other coastal towns. 
No settlers depended on their 
fruit as a commercial crop 
and paid little attention to its 
cultivation. 

In the early 1870s, three 
Ganges settlers went to inves-
tigate the thriving peach in-
dustry in St. Joseph. They were 
sufficiently impressed with the 
possibility for financial gain 
that each planted 1,000 trees, 
about half of which were of 
the Crawford variety, and the 
others were mostly Oldmixon 
Freestone, Smock and the 
optimistically-named variety 
Stun the World. 

Local peach growers enjoyed 
some years of success. Fruit ex-
changes busily graded, packed 
and shipped fruit for local 
farmers. Steamships ferried 
fruit from Saugatuck and Pier 
Cove to Chicago and Mil-
waukee. A factory opened in 
Douglas to feed the voracious 
demand for baskets and crates. 
But other years the peach crop 
failed due to disease, frost 
damage, or overabundance 
that drove down prices. 

The Big Freeze
On October 10, 1906, the 

temperature dropped to a 
brutal 6 degrees above zero. 
Everywhere, peach trees, still 
full of sap, froze and died.

Some of the peach orchards 
were eventually replanted, 
but with increased competi-
tion from growers nearer to 
Chicago and Milwaukee, the 
peach was no longer a major 
crop. Apples, a slightly hardier 
fruit, were favored. Cher-
ries, pears, plums, currants, 
gooseberries and quince were 
also cultivated along with 
raspberries and blackberries, 
which had always grown wild 
in wooded areas. Rhubarb 
was commercially grown to 
a small degree and could be 
found in every backyard patch 
in the springtime. Strawber-
ries emerged as a major early 
summer crop. Blueberries did 
not make their commercial 
debut in West Michigan until 
the 1940s.

Today, farm stands are 
bursting with delicious locally-
grown fruits and vegetables. 
And, just as in the past, 
Michigan fruits are not a sure-
fire crop. Enjoy fresh-picked 
Michigan produce at every 
possible opportunity.

Mom’s Peach Pie
Haven’t had a really good peach pie lately?
Try this straightforward recipe that lets 
the glory of a Michigan peach shine.

Pastry for a 2-crust 9” pie
2 cups sliced peaches
2 level Tbsps minute tapioca
1 cup sugar
Sprinkle of nutmeg
1 Tbsp butter
1 tsp lemon juice

Put the peaches in an unbaked pie shell. Mix the tapioca and sugar 
and pour over peaches. Sprinkle with nutmeg. Dot with butter and 
drizzle over the lemon juice. Cover with an upper crust and bake at 
400°F. until bubbly and brown, 50-60 minutes.

If you’re a fan of local food, history or cooking, consider The Village 
Table: A Delicious History of Food in the Saugatuck-Douglas Area. This 
richly-illustrated book explains the food ways of our special micro 
climate and includes recipes and menus, old and new. Copies are 
available at the Saugatuck History Museum or at www.SDHistori-
calSociety.org.

Offering over 450 jars of spices & teas, 
related accessories, and great gifts.
Check out our new larger location at 103 Butler!

•••••••••••••••••••

•••••••••••••••••••

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

A Culinary Walk
The Secrets Behind the Storefronts of Saugatuck and Douglas

This three-hour walking tour offers a culinary peek into the 
village food and village life with many tasting stops. Shop-
ping is encouraged with exclusive discounts. Perfect for all 
ages with plenty of shady benches along the way.

A Delicious Drive
Colorful Area Farms and Creative Artisan Producers

The Drive changes with the seasons and features the faces 
behind the “farm-to-fork” movement on the lakeshore. For 
lunch, we enjoy an exclusive “chef ’s table” at Fennville’s Salt 
of the Earth and savor the region’s freshest ingredients. 

Reservations Required

269.857.1700 8 www.hungryvillagetours.com
Tours begin at the Saugatuck Center for the Arts

Fridays
June 1 - October 5, 2012
8:00 am - 2:00 pm

Mondays
July 2 - August 27
3:00 pm - 7:00 pm 

Saugatuck Center for the Arts
400 Culver Street  269.857.2399

Locally-grown produce  baked goods 
in-season food and flowers

Get
‘d

310 Blue Star Hwy, Douglas • 269-857-EATS • ZingEatDrink.com

“CASUAL DINING AT IT’S FINEST”

11 CENTER STREET
DOUGLAS,  MICHIGAN

269.857.4240

EVERYDAYPEOPLECAFE.COM
FACEBOOK: EVERYDAY PEOPLE CAFE

GRAND RAPIDS MAGAZINE WINNER  
FOR BEST RESTAURANT

Waterfront Dining
Elbo Room Bistro

880 Holland Street, Saugatuck, MI 49453
www.elboroombistro.com • 269-857-8646

Breakfast, lunch & dinner • Open 7 days from 8 am to 10 pm.
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In 1909 the western Michi-
gan fruit industry was still 
reeling from the big freeze of 
1906. Saugatuck businessmen 
realized their future economy 
would be based on summer 
vacationers. Competition for 
these visitors was keen, so 
businessmen decided to build, 
down by the Kalamazoo River, 
a dance pavilion of such size 
and grandeur that people 
would speak of it with awe far 
and wide.

Completed in 1909, at a 
time when most homes lacked 
electric lights, the Big Pavil-
ion’s “5000 colored incandescent 
lights in its high arches made a 
scene of dazzling splendor which 
cannot be described in words and 
has to be seen to be appreciated. 
The red, white, blue, green and 
amber lights were switched on 
and off as the occasion demanded 
and the dreamy waltzes and 
lively two steps were affected as 
much by the lights as the music 
provided by a ten piece orchestra.” 

Steamboat service from Chi-
cago initially brought a steady 
stream of revelers. But as styles 
changed, the Big Pavilion’s 
allure faded. The addition of 
movie theaters, roller skat-
ing, bars and restaurants only 
slowed the inevitable decline.

On the morning of May 6, 
1960, telephones began ringing 
all over town. The message was 
the same, “The Pavilion is on 
fire!” By the end of the day, the 
mighty dance hall was reduced 
to a pile of smouldering rubble.

Explore the probable causes 
of the fire in “The Big Pavilion: 
The Brightest Spot on the Great 
Lakes” available at the Sau-
gatuck History Museum or at 
www.SDHistoricalSociety.org.

LOVE HISTORY?
These great exhibits, presentations 
and events celebrate local history. See  
page two for venue hours & locations.

Saugatuck-Douglas  
History Museum

A Village Patchwork exhibit: 
Photographs, artifacts and stories 
uncover the mysteries of daily life 
in the Saugatuck area.
Supermap: Giant, interactive map 
allows the viewer to select a topic 
to explore. Great for kids. 

Old School House  
History Center

Monthly Meetings: Second 
Wednesday of the month at 7 p.m. 
Presentation of local history topics 
followed by refreshments. 
Tuesday Talks: Tuesdays, 11 a.m. 
in July and August. A person of 
expertise will share knowledge of a 
particular local historical subject.
Model Circus Display: Ani-
mated, miniature circus, 7/11-23.
NEW! Rowing Them Safely Home: 
Lifesaving and Shipwrecks on 
Lake Michigan exhibit: View a 
restored circa 1854 Francis metal-
lic lifesaving boat, surrounded by 
Lake Michigan shipwreck and 
life-saving stories on display.  
Back-In-Time Pathway: Soon to 
be West Michigan’s newest garden 
experience, the Pathway will 
feature a rhododendron garden, 
children’s garden, sensory garden,  
peach orchard and Mt. Baldhead 
viewing station.
Supermap II: Encore presentation 
of the popular giant history map.

All Around Town
Walking Tours of Saugatuck
Douglas Social Trolley Tours 
departing from Beery Field: 6/28, 
7/12, 7/26, 8/9 and 8/23.
Heritage Festival & Homes 
Tour: Saturday, September 15. 
Dine Around: Saturday, October 
13. An evening of food and fun. 

More information at  
www.sdhistoricalsociety.org

landmark Big Pavilion burns
The Brightest Spot on the Great Lakes Destroyed. Cause of Fire Unknown.

Michigan calvary Captures Jefferson Davis, President 
of the Confederate States, dressed in his wife’s cloak
Lieut. Col. B. D. Prichard, from nearby Allegan, is depicted in 
this fanciful (and fabricated) capture scene that shows Jefferson 
Davis cowardly fleeing Union troops in a woman’s dress.

Get the real story in Lincoln’s “Ready-Made” Soldiers: Saugatuck 
Area Men in the Civil War, available at the Saugatuck History 
Museum or at www.SDHistoricalSociety.org.

The Big Pavilion, at right, stood south of the present-day Coral Gables.

the

Butler 
Pantry

Offering the very finest 
in cookware and gadgetry 
for the modern chef.

119 Butler Street
Downtown Saugatuck

269-857-4875  

Special Offer
Bring in this ad for

$10 OFF Orders of 
$50.00 
or more

Est. 1977

brew-ti-quing [brü-teek-ing]
verb (2012) :

1.  To shop 175 quality antique booths, then recharge 
(within our building) at the Saugatuck Brewing 
Company for great food and drink!  

REPEAT AS NEEDED!

Live music every 
Saturday night! 

(269) 857-7222 
www.sbrewing.com 
2948 Blue Star Hwy, Douglas - next to Blue Star Antique Pavilion

Saugatuck Brewing Company

• Microbrewery
• Family Friendly Pub
• Singapore Room
• Brew Your Own!

If You Can’t Drive And Need Drivers 
License Evaluation, Call Me.

Terry Burns
Get yourself back in the driver’s seat!

616-355-2525
616-403-0427

Join us for these hip, intimate musical performances 
by national names and rising stars.
Jazz, cabaret, folk, pop in our 55-seat Performance Studio.

Mondays, July 9 - August 27, 8:00 p.m. $15.00

Saugatuck Center for the Arts
400 Culver Street | www.sc4a.org 
269.857.2399

Summer in 
the Studio

at the SCA

131 mason st.,  
saugatuck, mi 49453 

www.groovypaws.com  
269-857-1227

Dogs and people welcome.

15% OFF
15% off purchase of 
any pet accessories, 
toys, treats & food.

Expires 12/31/2012. Cannot be 
combined with any other offers.

Pet food, treats & 
accessories–all proudly 

made in the USA.

It’s about pride...

#2102183388

NEW CONSTRUCTION ~ REMODELING ~ DAMAGE REPAIR ~ DESIGN WORK

269.906.5004 or email pat@omurphy.com
www.patrickmurphyhomes.com

Lakeshore Chapel
“The Little Church in the Woods”
Non-denominational. Established 
in 1904 - Placed on the National 
Register of Historic Places in 1997. 
Services held at 10 a.m. Sundays 
in July and August. Sunday 
School available. Located at the 
corner of Lake Shore Drive and 
Campbell Road.   (269) 857-1908
www.LakeShoreChapel.org
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BIG DOUGLAS BARREL MISSING
Locals and visitors alike shocked and mystified to discover old friend gone.

The unique barrel-shaped 
structure on Center Street west of 
the Blue Star Highway has been 
called by many names—The Barrel 
of Fun, The Root Beer Barrel or 
simply The Barrel. The Barrel was 
built to be a hot dog and root beer 
stand in 1950 by entrepreneurs 
Chuck Decker and Harold Kelley 
from Flint. Constructed of first 
grade redwood to exactly duplicate 
a common barrel, it stood 17 feet 
tall and 17 feet wide at the middle 
and was erected with no nails, no 
glue and, at first, no steel bands.  
One hundred and twenty five 
tongue and groove, tapered boards 
(staves) were fitted into steel bands 
at the top and bottom. 

During its heyday in 1950s and 
1960s, the Barrel was ringed with 
the cars of beach goers hungry for 
frosty mugs of Mason Rootbeer  
and foot-long hotdogs. Carhop 
service was accompanied by the 
latest rock and rolls hits via WLS 
radio. [Read the Barrel’s history at 
www.tinyurl.com/7c9hosp]

By the mid-’70s, the times had 
changed and this local icon of 
roadside architecture had shut its 
hatch-shaped doors. 

The Barrel stood forlornly for 

Read Barrel stories on the Barrel Blog www.douglasrootbeerbarrel.blogspot.com 
Add your own Barrel memories by sending them to SaveTheBarrel@gmail.com

Saugatuck has a long history 
of being mobbed by summer 
fun seekers. Already in the 
1890s, visitors were piling off 
of crowed steamships at the 
Saugatuck docks. When the 
Big Pavilion dance hall opened 
in 1909, the flood of visitors 
became a torrent. 

The unprecedented scale of 
the youth invasion that began 
in the late 1940s took the town 
by surprise. Beaches, bars and 
hotels were packed, huge traffic 
jams resulted in periodic clos-
ing off of town entrances, and 
the local police court went into 
overtime. Saugatuck became 
known as the weekend “Ft. 
Lauderdale of the north” for 
Midwest college students.

Through it all, Coral Gables 
— located on Saugatuck’s 
riverfront boardwalk — has 
remained one of the area’s most 
popular hot-spots. The struc-
ture was completed in 1906 
and had many different owners 
and attractions. 

In the 1920s and ’30s, the 
“Crow Bar” night club was 
the hopping place to be. The 
hotel once offered a water taxi 
to take vacationers directly 
to the beach. As the Hotel 
Saugatuck, the venue boasted a 
“German orchestra.” 

In 1958, Tom Johnson 
purchased the (then) Hotel 
Saugatuck and renamed the 
place the Coral Gables Hotel 
and Restaurant. Throughout 
the ’60s & ’70s, the Gables 
hosted a wide variety of en-
tertainment events, from the 
Saugatuck Jazz Festival to the 
Chippendales dance troop. 
Numerous big name bands 
traveling through the Midwest 
have made Coral Gables one 
of their stops. In the 1980s 
the Gables became sponsor of 
offshore power boat races.

The Coral Gables is no lon-
ger a hotel — the rental rooms 
were closed in the early 1970s. 
But in addition to the bar and 
restaurant, today the Gables 
includes a coffee shop, dock 
slips, children’s amusements, 
and scooter/jet ski rentals. 
Mike Johnson, the son of Tom 
Johnson, continues the family 
business. The third generation 
of Johnsons, now school-aged, 
occasionally set up a summer 
lemon-aid stand on the side-
walk in front of the building. 

the next 30 years. As the structure 
sagged, rumors of its demolition 
or collapse swirled. Then, in the 
fall of 2011, “POOF” the Barrel 
disappeared. The only traces re-
maining were a few rotten boards, 
a couple of cement blocks, and 
two rusty beer cans on a circle of 
barren dirt. Aliens? Looking for a 
return ship?

No! Members of the Sau-
gatuck-Douglas Historical Society 
organized under the name of 
“Friends of the Barrel” had care-

fully dismantled the structure. 
The on-going restoration process 
can be viewed at the Old School 
House workshop/garage.

You can help! “Friend” the 
Douglas Barrel on Facebook. A 
donation of $150 will sponsor 
the restoration of one of the 125, 
sixty-year-old redwood staves. To 
order a retro-cool “Save the Bar-
rel” T-shirt, volunteer your time 
or services, donate or simply ask 
questions, email SaveTheBarrel@
gmail.com.

As The Hot Town Gets Hotter, 
the Coral Gables stays cool

Above: A newspaper ad from 1905 promises that “work will be begun ... as soon 
as the lumber arrives.”  Below, an artist’s rendering of Crow Bar nightlife.

Weekly rental during summer. 
Rest of the year - 3 day minimum.
Sleeps 4-6. No smoking or pets. 
Visit us on:  Facebook, HomeAway,  

or www.fargazepoint.com

For info contact: The Yoders
 269-857-4327, cyoder@tds.net

Far Gaze PointFar Gaze Point
1931 Family Cottage 

Fully Modernized, Walk to Town

“Rose Mont” 
1904

“Rose Mont is situated on 
the bank of Lake Michigan 

and is an ideal place to 
spend a vacation.”

108 years later, it’s an 
elegant, romantic resort.

Rosemont Inn 
Resort 

83 Lakeshore Drive
Across from Douglas Beach 

1-888-767-3666
www.rosemontinn.com

Saugatuck Drug Store
Celebrating 100 years in 2013!

201 Butler St. Saugatuck, MI
Corner of Butler and Mason 

269-857-2300  q  fax: 269-857-1874

Don’t miss the Soda Fountain  
in the back of the store!

Saugatuck Drug Store is a corner drug store 
from years gone by. Complete with all the 
technology of today but with that old time service.

More than just a drug store, Saugatuck Drug 
carries a full line of prescription medications as 
well as gifts, cards, souvenirs, clothing, beach 
supplies, toys for young and old. Kites fill our 
ceilings with color! Stop in, say “hello” and enjoy 
the tradition of a corner drug store.

Sit on down.
There’s plenty of time...
Sit on down.
There’s plenty of time...

220 Water Street, Saugatuck, MI 49453 – 269-857-2162
Entertainment schedule at www.CoralGablesResort.com

•	 Il	Forno	Restaurant:	
Legendary pizza, steaks 
and seafood.

•	 Crow	Bar:Pool tables, DJs 
and the hottest dance floor 
in West Michigan.

•	 Bootleggers	and	the	Tiki	
Bar:	Live entertainment 
every weekend in season.

•	 The	Corner	Bar:	
Lunch and dinner on the 
waterfront level.

•	 The	Annex	Coffee	Shop:	
Fresh baked goods and 
Palazzolo’s Gelato... 
plus	the	Annex	Piano	
Bar	at	night.

•	 The	Dog	House:	
Rides, Sparky’s bouncing 
house, bungee trampoline 
and climbing wall for kids.

•	 Honest	Mike’s	Jet	Ski	
and	Scooter	Rental.

•	 Docks	and	slips.

A lot has changed since 

Coral Gables first 

became Saugatuck’s 

destination for fun... 

but the BEST has 

stayed the same.

50 years later, still the place to be.


