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1 “NATURE CAN BE CRUEL’
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Still another was a first-generation American, twice
recovered from heart attacks and still working the farm
started by his Yugoslavian parents.

Two more were a generation apart, separated by 34 years
but working side by side, delivering newspapers one
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All five people died
Sunday in the wake of
thunderstorms that battered
West Michigan — flooding
roads, knocking out power to
thousands, and spilling
sewage into lakes and rivers.

An Eaton County woman killed by
an overturned RV was the state’s sixth
death.

“Mother Nature can be cruel some-
times,” said Holly Johnson, a Spring
Lake woman who saw the emotional
aftermath of one of the accidents.

The victims:

m Clarissa Green, 51, and her nephew
Dean Taylor, 17, both of Grand Junc-
tion, were delivering The Grand Rap-
ids Press early Sunday when their car
plunged into a 50-foot ravine created
by a flash flood that washed out Lake-
shore Drive in Saugatuck Township.

® Around 1 p.m., 76-year-old farmer
John Pekich was found by the Ottawa
County Sheriff’s Dive Team near 112th
Avenue, south of Lake Michigan Drive.
Police believe Pekich was tending to
an old-fashioned dam that was being
overrun by rushing waters.

® An hour later, 26-year-old Chad
Dushane was driving with his fiancee
near his family home in Spring Lake
when a tree limb crashed atop his car.

m Just 20 minutes later, Ursula Swid-
winski, 53, was walking to the pole
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Shocking sight: Crystal Cummins is comforted by her husband Jeremiah, right, while her brother, Jeff Williams, looks
at the washed-out section of Lakeshore Drive south of Douglas that claimed the lives of her aunt and cousin. Clarissa
Green, 51, and her nephew, 17 year-old Dean Taylor, both of Grand Junction, died early Sunday when their car fell into

a ravine created by flash flooding.

MORE
= Family’s warnings came too late, A2
= No relief for flooded Midwest, B6
= Festival interrupted, not stopped, Bl
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your grandmother’s A four storm-related accidents in
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mllve and Dean Taylor, 17, of Grand
Junction: Car plummets into ravine
L£com < after road washed out.
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goods in an expanded k 3. Just after 2 p.m. Chad Dushane,
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www.mlive.com/grpress Douglas 4. 2:20 p.m. Ursula Swidwinski, 53,
Conklin: Tree falls on her. Another victim: Chad Dushane was driving in Spring Lake with his fiancee,
Kathleen Tyer, when a tree limb fell on his car, killing him and injuring Tyer.
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