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HISTORY OF SAUGATUCK'S VILLAGE HALL

lR 1868, the Villago ot Saugatuck vyas
incorporated by the Board of Sup€rvisors ol
Allegan County, An incorporation census
counting 831 residents was taken on January
8, 1868 and in 1869-70, the villag€ was
rsincorporatsd by an act ot the lsgislature.

The tire depanm€nt was organized in
January, 1871 and the lire houss stood on
Mason betws€n Butler and Wat6r Stroets. A
b6ll and somo €quipmsnl was purchas€d and a
call went oul tor volunisors. On Octobor g.
1871 Fennville and Holland bum€d to the ground
on the same day as the great llre in Chicago.
Saugatuck was spared, leading to a greater
awareness ol fire fighling. Two hundred pajls
wero purchasod and distributed around town.

lmpetus for th€ construction ol a new
lire house, council chamber, hall and lock uo
cam€ on July 7, 1879 wh€n it was dotermined
that the old lire houso waa too small to
accomodate the fire equipment. The fire house
clmmitl€e decided to bsgin construction which
was almost compl€led in 1gg0 at a cost ol
$824.33. The builders wero Amos H. Gardner,
James c. \ryilliams, and Ralph C. Brittain;
suppliers were John Nies, Daniet L. Berber ard
John Pri€st. The jail was movod trom its old
location to the northwest corn€r of the tirst
tloor in th€ new tire hall.

In 1873, th€ fire equipmont consistod ol a
$2000 Babcock ongine which proved a failure.
By 1881, the engine company was composod ol
32 members with a hand pump€r and ho€s cart
replacing the engine. Amos H. Gardn€r was
foreman and J.P. Hancock was in cha4e of the
8 msmber hose company which was equipped
with hook and ladder. Chief engineer ot the rke
d€partment was John Wilson.

The council chamber was snterod from a
double set ot outsids steps which led to lho
s€cond floor. These were removed in 19Og and
an int€rnal slaircase built in tho northeast
comer, with a door that led to the oulsido, The
building was redesigned and renovaled in 1926.

by noted local artist Carl Hoerman. who
crealod a new entryway wilh the distinctivs
pillars that wo soe today. The bell was
replaced by a siren , and the bell rope which
always hung at the ontranca, disappeared
lorever. Cost of this work was $1,682.65.

h 1929, a baaemsnt was dug and the jail
moved downstairs. Romains and burial articles
trom a Nativo Amorican comstary wero
€xcavated in the prooess of this work. (The
early s€ttlers had also buriod their dead h€re
until Rivo]side cemotary was creatsd in the
1860's.) Cost ot digging the bassmsnr and
building a loundalion under ths structure was
$1,185.00. ln 1949, ths jail was moved to the
public wod(s building, The tire dspartmsnt l€tt
in 1954 when a new fire house was comglsted.
The police departmont eventually opensd an
otfice in the public works building.

The Saugatuck Art Association ooened an
art gallsry in the council chamber in 193i
highlighting Saugatucfs long tims contribution
to ths arts.

Tho intorior, where the lirs hall had
boen, was remodled in 1957 to accomodate ths
clerk's otfioe, Chamber of Commerce, public
rest rooms and lounge, serving visitors to the
art €xhibilions. In more recgnt years lhe police
dspartment oflica and lock up has rotumed.
Ths Chamber of Commerce was relocalgd and
their otfic€ was usod by the lntorurban, which
provides the arsa,s public bus service. Tha
nsed tor a second lloor fire exit was sarved by
a nsw staircaso at lhs rear ot the building.

Saugatrck bscame .a city in the summor of
1984. In 1988 local architect Richard Rudich
was hirod to tsdesign the interior. Modem
offices tor the clerk, lreasurer, polica, mayor,
and city manag€r wero provided. The work
was comploted in spring 1989 at a cost ot
$175,125.00. On Juty 19, 1990, the buitding
was listed on Michigan,s State Register ol
Historic Sites oompleting 1 1O years of
continuous use.
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PROGRAM

WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS

HTSTORY OF SAUGATUCKS VILLAGE HALL

PRESENTATION OF THE MICHIGAN STATE
REGISTER OF H]STORIC SITES CEFTIFICATE
TO THE MAYOR, THE HONORABLE DAVID MOCINI

UNVEILING OF THE MARKER

REFRESHMENTS

CHARLES J. LORENZ

MICTIAEL S. SWEENEY

ROBERT JOHNSON,
PRESIDENT OF THE

SAUGATUCK.DOUGLAS
HISTORICAL SOCIETY

DOROTHY LANGHORST

SAUGATUCK.DOUGLAS HISTORICAL SOCIETY
DEDICATION CEREMONY COMIIIITTEE

DOROTHY L^ANGHORST, CHAIRi'AN
GOLDIE KLEINHEKSEL
KAY KRAUSE
INGE NIMROD

JUDY OBERHOLIZER
PEG SANFORD
JEFF WILCOX



Saugatuck Village Presidents

LEADERS THROUGH THE YEARS

Horacs D. Moore
John B. Bacon
Stephen A. Monison
Ran&lph Densmore

lssac Wilson
Daniel L Barber
Untsfod B. Coates
Horace D. Moor€

Alfred B. Taylor
James G, Williams
Wallacs B. Griffln
James G. willlams

Daniel L. Barber
Frank A. Winslow
John F. Henry
Jam€6 M. Pond

FredWade
Samu€l Re€d
Fred Wade
John H. Poar

John Koning
John H. P€at
Henry Bird, Jr.
Walerman G. Phelps

Willian R. Takken
Frank J. Comsbck
Clarencs Wade
William H. All€n

1 8 6 8 - 1 8 6 9
1 8 7 0
1 871
1872

1873-' l87 4
1 8 7 5 - 1 8 7 6

1877
1878

1 8 7 S
1 8 8 0
1  8 8 1
1882

1 8 8 3
1 8 8 4 - 1 8 8 5
1 8 8 6 - 1 8 9 2
Nov,, 1892

1 8 9 3 - 1 8 9 6
1 8 9 7 - 1 8 9 8

1 8 9 9
1 9 0 0 - 1 9 0 1

1902
1 9 0 3 - 1 9 0 4
1 9 0 5 - 1 9 0 6
1 9 0 7 - 1 9 1 0

1 9 1  1 - 1 9 1 2
1 9 1 3 - 1 9 1 4
1 9 1 5 - 1 9 1 6

1 9 1 7

Clarence Wade
Watoman G. Phelps
Claronce Wade
Joseph Zwemer

Clarence A. Lynds
Herman E. Kreager
Clarence A. LynG
Frank W. S€wers

Frank J. Comstock
Francis E. Force
Clar€nco A. Lynds
Frank Wicks

George W. Wright
Roscoe Funk
Lynn Mccray
Richard Hoffman

Julius Van Oss
James Chrislenson
De Forest Doomer
Wayne Entsmingor

Saugatuck

1 9 1 8
1 9 1 9 - 1 9 2 0

1921
1922

1923
1 9 2 4 - 1 9 3 3
1 9 3 4 - 1 9 3 5
1 9 3 6 - 1 9 3 8

1 9 3 9
1940-1942
1 9 4 3 - 1 9 4 9
' |  950.1  95  1

' |  952-  1  955
N o v . ,  1 9 5 5 - 1 9 5 6

1 9 5 7 - 1 9 6 0
1 9 6 1 - 1 9 7 0

1 9 7 1 - 1 9 7 3
197 4-1577
1 9 7 8 - 1 9 8 3
June, |  984

City Mayors

GeraldO'Connell July,1984-Nov., 1985
Margaret Sanford 1985-1.987
Robert Berger 1987-1989
Da/id Mocini 1989 to date
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ROBERT JOHNSON,
PRESIDET{T OF THE

SAUGATUCK-DOUGLAS
HISTORICAL SOCIETY

DOROTHY LANGHORST

S A U G A T U C K

The crand Rapids press

_ Saugatuck City Ha['s desisra-
tlo..l .as a Michigan historical-site
wul b_e recognized officially Sun-
oay anernoon during a dedication
ot a marker that denotes that fact.

The ceremony - to begin at 2 D.
m. - is being hosted bv the SauEi-
tuclvDouglas Historicil Societv:

Guest speaker for the everit is
Michael Sweeney, founder of the
loca.l historical societv. The lll-
year-old hall received ihe desiena-
tion in July from the Michisan llis-
torical Commission,

KAY KRAUSE
INGE NIMROD

PEG SANFORD
JEFF WILCOX

wELcoMEANDrNrRrr"1iTi,l""Tfl"l"i"X*#,.1,*:
freshments will also be serv6h.

HTSTORY OF SAUGAT

PRESENTATION OF THE MICHIGAN STATE
REGISTER OF HTSTORIC SITES CERTIFICATE
TO THE MAYOR, THE HONORABLE DAVID MOCINI

UNVEILING OF THE MABKER

REFRESHMENTS

SAUGATUCK-DOUGLAS HISTORICAL SOCIETY
DEDICATION CEREMONY COMMITTEE

DOROTHY LANGHORST' CHAIRMAN
GOLDIE KLEINHEKSEL JUDY OBERHOL1ZER

_ City Hdl had originaltv been
built in_1880 as the to.wn.s-Vil.tage
Hall. The communitv switchdd
from a village form of Eovemmentro crty status in lgg4.

At one time, the hall also seryed
as the site for the town,s firehouse
and lockuD.

The hali was first redesiqrred rn
1926 by local artist and aichitecr
Carl Hoerman. His work led to the
creek Revival entrywav, with four
white pillars, that rbma'ins todav

In 1988, the interior of the tiall
was renovated - under the direc-
tion of local architect Dick Rudich- to better accommodate citv qov_
ernment operations

Today, the building's frrstflooris
occupied by the city offices and po-
uce department. Citycouncil meets
on the second floor.
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(h  l . l l av  19 ,  1991 ,  a t  2 :Oo  p .m.  ,  a  marke r  ded lc t r t l on  ce remony  and
unve' i l inEl wl ] f  tarke place at Saugatuckrs Vl l lage/Cltv lJal l  which was
l i s ted  on  the  l l l i ch lgan  S i i t a te  l ?eg l s te r  o f  H l - s to r l c  S l tes  on  Ju l v  19 ,  199O"
The l l - f  year olr l  structure has served as eouncl l  chanber,  hal I ,  f l re house
and lock-up since l -€lBO "

Chairperson of the proAr:rn ls l " {rs.  Delbert  Lan6lhorst  : rnc1 guest
speaker 1s l { r .  l l l lchael $.  $weeney, who w111 present the historv of  the
bu i i d ing  f ron  } � l s  ex tens i ve  resea rch  o r r  t he  s :ub . j ec t .

fn 19ot3, the f l rst  ma. jor change came rvlren the double set of  stalrs
were removed fron the front of  the bul fc ' l inq. ldoted local-  art lst  and
archi tect ,  Carl  l loe r"r . ran, rvas asked to redeslgn the bul ld lng in 1926,
le,ading to the cl lst lnct lve Greek Reir | ral  enttywaS' vr l  th the four whlte
p i l l a r s  tha t  we  see  today .

l l he  bu i fd lng  has .  been  used  as  an  a r t  ga11ery ,  l ounge ,  po l l l ng  p lace ,
Chz rmbe  r  o f  Commer .ce  o f f l ce ,  v i l l age  c le rk rs  o f f i ce ,  t rau l t ,  pub l l c  res t
] "ooms ,  po11"ce  c lepa r tmen t ,  c l i spa tch  o f f l ce  fo r  t he  pub l l c  t ranspor ta t l on
system, and the meet ing place for manlr  organizat ions includlrrg the
the Saug:r  tuck- I )ougla s Histor lcal  Soclety t th lch ls sponsorlng this fest lve
o c c a s l o n .

In 1984 Saugatuck, l4 ichlgan became a cl tv and four years fater the
inter ior of  the structure was upEjr{rded to accol ' lodate ci t ; r  government.
f t  was  r .edes igned  by  Oh icago  a rch l tec t ,  l l l cha rd  Rud lch ,  and  l s  more
beau t l f u l  t hcn  i t  he rs  been  l n  i t s  en t l re  h l s to ry  hous lng  modern  o f f l ces
fo r  o f f l c i a l s  o f  t he  C i t r r  o f  Sauga tuck .

The Sauga tuck- Douglas Hlstor lcaf Soclct-rr  cordlal fy lnvl tes the
publ ic to at tend the decl lcat lon ceremonl l ,  at  1O2 But ler Street,  Saugatuck,
Michirxan. Refreshments wi l f  be served l runedlately fol lowln6l  wl th the
bu l l d lns  open  fo r  v lew lns .


