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NOVEMEER I4EETIN6

Wednesday,  Novemben 13,  l99 I
7 : 3 O  P . M .

Saugatuck  C i ty  Ha l1
Saugatuck ,  Mich igan

THE INFLUENCE OF FAILFOAES ON WESTEFN IVIICHIGAN

FobeFt  C.  N4eyeFs,  CuFator  o f  the  IB39 CouFthouse Museum in  BerF ien  Spr ings ,
M i , ,  w i I I  s h o w  s l i d e s  a n d  t a l k  a b o u t  t h e  h i s t o n y  o F  b o t h  s t e a m  a n d  e l e c t F i c
ra i l  l i nes ,  Covet^ ing  the  per iod  Fnom the  mid- I8OOs to  the  present ,  he
yu i l l  show how they  aFfec ted  mig ia t ion ,  g rowth  -nd  deve lopment  in  Wester -n
M i c h i g a n ,

M| . .  Meyers  has  been ihe  cunaton  o f  the  Counthouse s ince  1981.  He ho lds
d  B . A .  i n  H i g t o r - y  F n o m  A l m a  C o l l e g e  a n d  i s  c u n n e n t l y  p u t - s u i n g  a  l v i ,  A ,  i n
f r i s to ry  From Western  l ' , i i ch igan Un iver 's i t y .  The au thor  oF iwo book fe ts ,
ha  is  do ing  TJse: | .ch  on  Lh :  TweIF th  N4 ich i=an Vo lun teeF InFaht .y .  wh lch  waa

- -  - - - r  s o u t h w e s t  M i c h i o a n .

Kay KFause and Jane V-n  U is  w i l l  be  our  hos iesses  FcF the  even ine .

PROGFAN4S

Our  October  pnogram was a  taeat  Fon a l l  who a t tended.  S tand ing  Bear -  was
inFormat ive  and in te res t ing  in  h is  knowledge o f  Ind i r rn  lo r .e .  Accompan ied
by  h is  s is teF and four "  d rummens,  he  showed us  dances  o f  the  Potawatomis
end exp la ined much o f  the  symbol ism oF h is  Inc i ian  c lo thes .
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Chn is tmas Par ty  For  member 's
Oberho l tzen .

Ar .ch i tec tuna l  o | .esenta t - ion

et  the  home oF E i I1  E  Judy

! J  u E f  L d ,  , l ] r  r u '  >  u

Fishtown by Chuck Lonenz

To be announced

The Four' Seasons of Saugatuck by Flobeft KFause

F l e p a i n i n g  O l d  P h o t o 5  b y  N a t a l  i e  L e i n k u h l e n
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NOTE CAFtrS AND TAPES

Oun note  cands  w i l l  be
I  a l  - = F . - l c  = n r l  o n ' , o  I  n r o c '

The tape5 made by  Michae l  Sweeney w i l l  a lso  be  ava i lab le  a t  the  meet ing .
r r - e  c o s L  l s  : b t u . u u  p e r  t E p e .

WELCOI4E

New Members :  Joan E James Stube,  Wi l l iam and Joyce Pet te r ,  Genev ieve  and
Stan ley  Dn igo t  and L i l I ian  Da lman.

F lenewa ls :

mp- f in -  nn t \ /  +q  nn  For .

they  meke v , /ondenFu l  s toc< in ;  s tuFFers .

Look ing  For  an

a n d B x I O F o r '

PHOTO ARCHIVE

o l d  p i c t u n e  o r  p e r s o n e l i t y
P h - f - q  - - n  h F  F a . n - . 1 ' , - e d

$IO.OO.  A l low 30 days  Fon

Fnom th is  a rea? Check  oun ca ta log
fn  EWo s lzes  -  J /2  x  5  fon  s< .uu

N4EET YOUF BOAFD

Flober t  Johnson,  PFes ident  o f  the  Saugatuck-Doug las  H is to t ' i ca l  Soc ie ty

At  5e  years  o ld ,  T  am unvravet - ing  in  my ph i losophy oF I iFe  wh ich  oF course ,
is  an  ou tg fowth  o f  my younger  days  oF growing  up  in  Fond Du Lac ,  Wiscons in ,
a  med ium s ized ra i l r 'oad  centeF w i th  modenate  manufac tuF ing .  I  s tan ted  l iFe
on JL ]ne  9 ,  Igag in  l4 i lwaukee,  WiscoF ls in ,  as  mother -  Fe l t  gneater  conF idence
w i t h  t h e  h o s p i t a l s  i n  t h e  l a r g e r  c i b y .  M y  F a t h e r - ,  a s  a  c i v j l  e n g i n e e r  w a s
employed in  the  cons t ruc t ion  bus iness .  MotheF was a  soc ia l  worke f  end a
housewiFe.  The t ime was no t  good in  our  countTy  es  we vJene in  the  h  ' " igh t  oF
the  deFress ion  oF '?9 .  I  was  the  youngest  oF th ree  w i th  two o lden s is tens ,
Dor .o thy  Hess ,
when dad,  who had jo ined the  Nava l  F leserve ,  was  g iven the  opFor tun i ty  For
ec t ive  du ty  as  a  L t .  Commander  in  the  C iv i l  Eng ineer ing  CoFps oF the  Navy .
Drd  chose an  ass ignment  to  the  AFmy A i r  Base a t  S t .  Thomas in  the  V i r l in  Is lands
urhere  we moved ln  the  Fa l l  oF  1939.  I  was  in  the  6 th  gnade a t  the  t ime
Ear ly  in  194I  ,  a l l  oF  the  serv ice  Fami l ies  wene sh ipped home and mother " ,  N4ary  Ann
a - r d  I  a r n i v e d  o y  b o a t  i n  N e w  Y o r k  e a r l y  i n  t h e  S p r i n g ,  w h e r e  w e  w e r e  m e t  b y  o u n
aunts  w i th  wanm win ter  c lo thes .

l r e ,  mo the r ,  Many  Ann  and  I  moved  to  Mad i son ,  W iscons rn
where  I  a t t ended  Wi=cons in  H lgh .  l r ' l e  r ema ined  assoc la ted
w i th  Mad i son  un t i l  1947  when  I  gFedL ta teC  F .om h igh
schco l  .  Dad  Le f t  t he  Navy  aF ten  Wor ld  Wan  I I  and  t c l ok
u p  n e s i d e n c e  i n  M i l w a u k e e ,  a g a i n  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e

T I i  w-el =j- hnmp Fh-l Frfended

Marque t te  LJn i ve r ' s i t y  i n  l ' 4 i lwaukee  whe r -e  I  g rad -

u o l e d  a s  a  c i v i l  e n o i n e e T  i n  1 9 5 3 .

and Many Ann Cur t i s ,  The Fami ly  leF t  Fond Du Lac  in  1939
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My caneer  s tan ted  w i th_ the  Boe ing  A i . rp lane Company in  1953 in  Seat t le ,
wash ing ton .  Er len  w i l r iams and r  were  mann ied  in  1953.  oun daughten ,  ry . , . , -
was bor.n in Seattle in 1955, John in Seattle in lgEA and Sharon in Minot,
Nonth Dakota in 1963. As a tnansient engineen, we continued moving around the
U.  S .  un t i l  1985 when 

' ,e  
mnved tb  thd .Fami ly  home _  ,  the  porch ;s ,  wh ich  we

convented to a Bed E BneekFest that we oFe.ate today. The ponches was built in
lA97 by by gnendFathen strictly as a summen home. We have winter.ized pant oF
the p.Lace Fon oun penmanent abode,

My intenest in histor-y and genealogy sparked my appetite in the Fecent few
year's as r ponde. the record' 0F the rocal aFea, pier- cove, and considen the
growth, chenges and development in just this ritt le aFea, r Feel a stFong
need to  examine,  know and p .esenve th is  ] i t t te  ins ign iF icant  p iece  oF our -  ear -En,

rn Januar'y ou. featured Boa.d r'4emben wirl be pat Dewey wirson, Vice-pnesident.

THIS ANO THAT

N o v e m b e r . 9 - I O

v

Hononing Veter.ans Day, there wil l be enteFtainment and
d isp lays  in  the  no tunda a t  the  Mich igan L ib rany  and
His to r ica l  Centen  in  Lans ing .  (S I7)  373_3559.

Novemben 17-19 The Michigan .Al.Liance Far the CofisErvatian oF Cufiunal
Heritage is holding e conFenence on pFeser.vation oF
N4ich iUan,s  cu l tuna l  her i tage a t  the  Henry  Ford  Museum/
GneenFie ld  V i l Iage in  Dearbor .n .  (3 I3 )  833_7gao.

November ae The Michigen Library Histonical CEnter. in Lansing hosts
" S i I v e r  B e l l s  i n  t h e  C i t y . r '  ( 5 I 7 )  3 7 3 _ 3 8 5 9 .

Novemben aa-a3 The Michigan Capitol Committee, the Buneau oF HistoFv and
the  l4 ich igan H is to r . i ca l  Commiss ion  sponsor  "Cap i to l  L6rns :
Leann ing  From the  Restonat ion  oF the  Mich igan Sta te  Cap i to l . , ,
t5L7 ) 373-55e7 .

Novemben a - Februany 1994. Visit the Impr.ession Five Science N4useum ir
Lans ing  foF the i r .  exh ib i t  on  Leonar .do  Ba V inc i .
(5r7) 4A5_e1$



Berrien County Historical Association, Inc.
7839 Courthouse Museunt

S e p i .  1 0 ,  1 9 9 1

Pat Dewey W1lson
P,0. Box 939
Saugatuck, 11l 49453

Dear Pls. Wilscn,

I am looking forwand t0 preseniing a program 0n railfoads for the saugatuck Historical society
0n Wednesday, Novemtrer 13, Although the program i9 olm0st ent'irely about Berrien County
roilroads, l'll try to put in some materiai about railroads in the saugdtuck area, Enclosd are
some fliers ab0ut other programs avaiiable from our rnuseum i jf yoi should.find something
you pfefer to the rallroad pnogram, jusl let me know.

You had asked {or a ljt1le pefsonol informaiion for a news felease, s0 here goes:

I have been the cunator 0i the 1 839 Courthouse lluseum sjnce I 981 , lholda B.A. in history
{rom Aima College at Alma, fljchigan, and am curren y pursuing a 11.A. in history from
western flichigan universitv. I am the authof 0l two booklets, HislorEsl "ilelches ol gerhn
t?e/r/,r{ volumes 1 and 2, and numefous articles ut lf Ehr_t?dn Hislarlmagazine. Curren y, I
am doing feseanch for an article ab0ut the Twelfih llichigan Volunteer Iniantry, which was a
Civil War regiment from southwest f jchigan.

I am also an acljve member 0{ Twin City Players (a conrmunity theater company jn St. Joseph,
Nichigan) and lhe Fort St. Joseph f"lilitia (a Revolutronary War re-enactrnent ifoup in Nil;s,
tl ichigan ) , and serve 0n the board of direclors 0f the Four F lags Area c0uncil ori Jour 1sm,

I hope this rnfoimation will be 0f aosistance for yOur publlcity. I am enclosing o phclograph 0f
o Pere llarquette Railroad locomotive in downtown colorna, ca. 1910. lf you could arrangd to
have this one rstufned \yhen I 'm t.here for the proqram, I ,d apprecl6te it. lfyouhaveany
questi0ns, please cal l  me al 471- 1202

Besi reoards.

Roberl C. f'1yers
Curator

tJ.S.31, P.O. Box 261, Berr- ien Springs, MI 49103, 616/47I-1202


