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THE WINNER—Jobnny Ruiherford
waves (o those assembied at the
olis Motor Speedway afier he was declared  The Borg-Warner trophy, symbol
the winner of the 197 Indianapalis 500 N"ng Day Classic, is behind
(AP}

Electronic-Pacer System
Receives Raps From Foyt

said & preliminary check of real joke," said ane USAC of-

mile race on Sunday. Rutherford won the
ruin-halted race after 102 laps (255 miles),
of the
Ruther-

INDIANAPOLIS (AP) —

“Nobady seems o like i very  the computer totals found no ficial
misch," Frark DelRoy sakd of  irregularities. The pacer lights are &
the electro-pacer system at Binford [s known as a unique and complex system
Indimapolis Motor Speed- proponent of the pace car of sequential lights arowd
way. “They’ll have o take 8 system over the pacer, al- the 2\rmile speedway that
clase ok it it before next though he sces drawbacks are to pace all cars
year o see i its really doing  with both. in the race at uniform
the job" The pace car is used at  speeds, like
It wouldn't disappoint most ovaltracks. That system hour, under cont
100 many people if the pacer allows the field to bunch up tions such as caution
#ystem s gone by next year's behind a caution car or pace periods.
Indianapolis 500 car during controlled situa- Each counts up to
“The theary behind the tions. nine in visible dighs, then
pacer is fairness’ sasid  IMS officials maintain resets lo one. If a car starts
DelRoy, U.S, Auko Club Tech  it's & system that unfairly the pacer system at, say, lour
nieal Director, “But I's Justa  erases an advantage some- When the system is activated,
theory. It's pretty hard to po-  one might have built up. Pro- the driver must slow the car
lice properly.”" ponents argue: “That's rac sufficiently so he doesn't
Delitoy was one of the E pass

thing for anything
ut the system,

a fajor squabble

over  whether winner
jord_cheated
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y, owner of two ¢ars in

L4

:

Foyt,
"
Pt
By
suaded.
will
-
rain. People are in & big
hurry to get in out of the rain,
- SN L5 L
e bac n et cars, ey
get impatient and argumen-
tative and then we them
In here,” Hanna ’
Because of the overcast
oy gy o
rign umalyasocieed
with the annual classic were
absent
“But what we missed In
terma of heat-related prob-
‘I—.nmﬁz:i--
"al injuries,” said
Aside from the usual cuts and
‘brulses, pationts were treated
far broken bunes,
ulation and two mikd heart
attacks.
The s share

== ™" Rutherford Wins 102-Lap,

255 Mile Race At Indy

IOINAPOLIS. (AB) — “I, 4 ng commd. by
enough, (hings eventually come back your way,” s
Johany Rutherford. But A.J. Foyl must be starting lo
‘wonder,

Rulberford, washed out of & shot &t a second straight Indi-
anapolis 500 triumph last year, was into victory Sunday
by the same kind of Midwestern thunderstorm that had left
b ummlmmmddgmmlm

And Foyt, a veteran of 19 of these Memorial Day classics,
came up short once again in his bid for an unprecedented

Indy champlonship.
untimely it stop that

Unser.
ah
time, pull inko the pts at

the wrong time. Alter going nose-tonose with Rutherford

brough the A Iap, bé pule n e 8 e charge during the
the , he was a full 36

R ord.

Standing on the l all the way, he shaved that margin
1o ol 6 ks The s Fels e

And when they di

while Foyt
with

bad timing contribut-
ord of improperly widen-
iag that preceeded the

by couple of secands,
a ot fewer than the final 13-second margin. “Rutherford
1 are friends,” Foyt said, “but

said

ing to his defeat. He oce

ing his lead duriag the yellow caution
in delay.

Foyt said he was running second

right is right and wrong s

Rutherford, though, wasn't exactly buying Foyt's
“You do everything you can to win," he said. “T didn’t
and A.J. knows it and the timers and scorers agree with
me.”

claim,
cheat

from the $lmillin purse, said—not all thal convinc- :
ingly—that his ralt e fnish was, *A bollow vicwry.” Bat f3ce ended, undor Cuticn,
he acknowledged; " think I'm pretty lor(unate Uhat the race

was stopped. | think If it had gone on, 1 coukd very well have
lost, IL"" the

could have, indeed. When the race was halted, Foyt
tor a broken sway bar. And with the track vir-
i ried out after & wait of better than two hours, Foyt was.
ready for ber.

But as Rutherford later put it, “Sometimes the
you and someimes you eat the bear, I feel kind of
AJ, but 1 look forward to giviag him a chance to win it next

yer.

It's been nine years since Fayt got the last of his three
victories. Since theo an awful ot of things have gone wrong
at this old bricl 3

This year's rainout, by far the shortest Indy ever run,
was (he third to be hit by a Midwestern storm in four years. In
1973, a race marred by f ‘and delayed for two days by
rain, the classic ended in the previous low of 332%-miles. That
race was won by Gordon Johncock, who finished third this
time around. Last year's 435-miler belangetto Bobby Unser,
who this time came in 10th among the 27 cars still running at
the end.

bear eats
sorry for

‘That group of 27 was one of the few things that weat right.
It was the largest field ever to be running at the end of Lhe
since the previous high of 3 in 1911, the year the 500 as

tim

ish came
skidded to the infield and stepped
ne.

mhurt from
dropouts were rookie Spike Gehlhausen,

hausen, all with mechanical problems.
Following Johncock amang the top finishers were Wally
lenbach, Pancho Carter, Tom Soeva, Al Unser, Mario

h,

Andretti, Salt Walther and AYs brother, Bobby.

The race drew an estimated 400,000 fans, & crowd which
polce and Spesdway offic
£, I it e vikest show ever put on bt s Rserlord
put It
11 they dida'tlike this race, they don't know what racing
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down-
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Rutherford, who figures to pick up more thn s200,000 Deaten

als called the largest in Indy histo- ,
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Pearson World
600 Winner,
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