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single and young men employed in hard and dangerous work in
early industries and shipping meant considerable heavy drink-

ing and rowdy behavior. This was a social issue that eventually

ca. 1890. The large number of

led Miss Anthony’s attack on the taverns.

described by one newspaper as “the youngest and shortest po-
lice chief in Michigan” is third from left. Saugatuck police were

credited with planning a campaign which closed down a mo-

Russell Collings,

on the lower level of the dance hall, the Big Pa-

vilion. During the 1950s and into the 1960s the area became very popular
with college-aged kids, especially during spring break and on holiday week-

ends.

The busy saloons during the lumbering era assured
Saugatuck a reputation for fun — even after a visit from
prohibitionist Susan B. Anthony put a temporary damper
on things in 1879.

But the legendary days of Saugatuck as a good time place
began during World War II, when it was declared a liberty
port, and into the 1950s when the spirit of revelry contin-
ued. Then a national news magazine declared Saugatuck
“a hot town” which didn’t help. After a particularly rau-
cous Memorial Day weekend in 1952 created a public out-
cry to “buy back the streets,” Joe Dempski, a former big
city policeman, was hired as police chief to enforce the
trathic, parking and liquor ordinances. Things gradually
calmed down, although there were still long lines of people
waiting to get into the bars, and crowds of underage visi-

tors getting into mischief.

torcycle gang attempting to organize at an area bar. Initiation

of new members required a demonstration of reckless driving,

stealing gasoline, and a fight with a chosen victim.

ments,

by nine.”

In the phraseology
itself, ““The Rebels,” a two-county
gang of black - leather - jacketed
toughs, have ‘“‘hung
leather and are home every nigh

wrole

of the gang

Sauga-

finis on
the kind of case that has stymied
many metropolitan police depart-

up their

In fact, due to the harassing tac-
tics of Colling, Deputy Maurice
Herbert and South Haven
| Police, the gang

State
ever had a

| chance to get fully organized.

| Colling, 24 years

Jackson Prison
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old and 5 feet,
six inches tall, said the jailing of
ll\l_.'rr leaders {)f;«,the” :
| flight of a third definitely marked
the end of the gan
Mark Johnson, 28, of Holland,
ow is serving a 2-4 year term in
for parole viola-
tion. Vester E. Ross, 18, is serv-

g's activities.

Ny

ing a 45-day sentence in Allegan
County Jail for furnishing beer to
minors. A third left the state.

Colling said the Rebels, who
ranged in age from 17 to 24,
never numbered more than six in
full membership, with about a
dozen pledges from Holland, Sau-
gatuck and Fennville, in Ottawa
and Allegan Counties, awaiting
final initiation. He said most of
the members were drawn from
southern families who came as
migrants and settled down.

(Gang members wore a black
leather jacket with “Rebel” em-
blazoned on the back, and under-
neath, a capital ““T"—for trouble.
Colling said the pledgees had to
pass three tests to join.

gang and the| To earn the right to carry the

gang’s basic weapon, a heavy skid
chain, an initiate had to pass a
reckless driving test. Then he
could add a pair of dice to the
grip of his chain by stealing at
least 100 gallons of gas, using the
siphon hose ttlat was also part of
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the gang's equipment,

The pledge earned his leather
Jacket by passing the third test,
roughing up someone chosen by
the leaders. One husky Fennville
youth, handy with his fists, was
the victim of two such tests.

The gang made its headquarters
at a truck stop cafe near Sauga-
tuck. Colling and South Haven
State Police both got their first
hints of trouble brewing in early
March.

Colling and the troopers imme-
diately started a program of con-
stant harassment, After Ross’
arrest, Colling said Johnson and
another member tried to make
a deal for his release. Colling
refused them, but learned a lot
about the gang and its activties.

When Johnson was arrested, he

was armed with two knives, and |

a young girl with him carried
another, A .32 caliber revolver was
found hidden near where officers
first jumped him. The girl is now
on probation from Allegan Juven-
ile Court.

\Little Saugatuck Police Chief Whips Toughest Kind f Cds >

SAUGATUCK (Special) — Short
on years and Stature, but long on
|courage and know-how,
tuck’s boyish Police Chief Russell
Colling this week

And now Colling, perhaps the
nation’s youngest andy smallest
police chief, can again devote his
evenings to earning the last six

hours of credit for his degree i
police administration from Michi
gan State University.

[t was as an MSU student tha
Colling, a native of Wahoo, Neb.

first came to Saugatuck in the
summer of 1957 as part of hisg

police course training.
He so impressed Saugatuck offi

cials that they asked him to

become chief when Donald Te

Avest resigned In June of 1958.

Colling passed up his last -vea

on the MSU campus to accept the

“unique challenge” of a tow
which, with a population of abou

1,000 most of the year, becomes

ten times as large in summer,
By mid-June, Colling and Her
ber will be joined by six mor

officers. He will be directing three

radio patrol cars and a harbo
patrol boat, and his complain
book will read like the blotter o
any metropolitan police force.
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One classic case was a Volkswagon, which was lifted into
the Village Square in Saugatuck where it was fitted snug-

ly between two trees. The police didn’t have time to drive
those they arrested to the nearest jail in Allegan, so the Jus-
tice of the Peace set up court in his house on holiday week-
ends where the arresting otficer would take the accused “to
court.” If found guilty the fine could be paid on the spot.
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