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IIIE PARKHOUSE
888 HOLLAND STREE'I; SAUGATUCIC

The Pel4g oqners of the Park House, will be our hosts for the evening and will conduct a
tour of this historic house. The prograrrl entided "Frnily History - Wtrat Did Thel' !s
WithGrandnr,a" uill be presented byJoan Philllps. This talkongenealogr, will include an
intnrduclirm to genealogy and anecdotes from Mrs Phillips onm research. Cone jnin us!

NEIB'MEMBERS

\ illctrne to ou' new rrrcrnbers - Dr. & Mrs Martin Rabel, Renrn & Ralph Birkholz
Anne Wiley Patricia Derey & Stan Wilson

BY-IAWS/MEMBERSHIP LIST

If 1'ou wish a copy a the Society By{asa - *rey rrny be obtained from Del langhorst at any nreetirg.
VF are prleased to include a rremhership liS in this issue of the Ne.ra,slefier.

HISTOFJCAL SOCIETY OF MICHIGAN

The Socie$ harsjoined the Historicat Society of Ivlichigarr \.tlE receive the Michiqan Historical Revie\e:
the serr"aruuraljourrnl of X{ichigan history as uell as the Chroncile an illtrstrated fe.ature rrnga,ine
puhlished sir tirrps a year- These will tre availabrle at the rneetirg in March.

The I'dichigan Historical Society is cosponsoring a forurn on Historic Preser vation Issues. Our regi€nat
fonrn *il! be held on March I l, 1989 at the \4brrens Gty Ctub . 254 E" Fulton SL, Grand Rapids, MI.
Tire forum will be held lionr g to 4. The regi$ration fee is $15.0 and includes lunch. Contact Narrcy
Gcxxiruaq 6164517'187 or Grd Tatsch,857-2919 fon resi$rationform

NETgSLETTERCREDIT

Fcr the pastl5 nnnths the Satgahrck-Dorgtas Historical Society Nen*letter tns been t5ped by Jo6
Phillig, This rrnnth she braved learnirg how to r.rse a new comFrter pogram to trirg you &ris special
Marcir issr.re. Our thanks to Joan for her hard uork! (This credt raas rvitten by your Presi&nt, Gnd.)



UDRARYOFI,TIC}IGAN

. , iVlichigan's new State Historicai Muser:rn and Archives opens on March 6th trith a ueekJong'' 
ceiebntiur The followirg article appeared in the Grand Rafids Press.

Lihrary of Michig* opens near Capitol
Constance Crump
cEnd Rapids Pr€ss News Se.vice

I-ANSING - The Ubrary of Michigan's
beautiful new home officially debuts in
March. But eager beavers can get a preview.
The $36 million, 312,000 square-foot build-
ing is already open, a few blocks west of the
CaDitol.

rlJtemating bands of plain and horizontal-
ly ridged limestone rise above a granite foun-
dation. The interior is flooded with light from
bands of horizontal windows. Its setbaaks re-
call the proportions of Art Deco architecture
or stepped Aztec Pyramids.

Home to museum, archives, loo
Desigled by William Kessler & Associates

of Detroit, the building is home to the state
historical museum and archives as well as
the library. Two wings hold offrces, galleries
and library stacks, surrounding a soaring
atrium incorporating a white pine - Michi-

, gan's state tree - in the center of a sculpted
mosaic pool representing the Great l-akes.

- Established in Detroit in 1828 (nine years
i, before Michigan became a state), the library
: moved to Lansing when the Capitol-wbs
, built. It was housed in a series of makeshift
:, quarters until 1951, when an a$onist set a
: fire which gutted the building. The library's
:; contents were scattered among various re-

positories until being reunited Iate last year
in the new building.

The building's contents are as imposing as

The 836 million building
officially dcbuts in March.

its container. It's the first building construct-
ed under state legislation requiring that a
percentage of the construction budget be set
aside for art.

The Commission on Art in Public Places
' chose the many sculptures and murals with a
budget close to $800,000: $250,000 from the
construction budget plus grants from Dayton
Hudson Corp. ($35,000 for tapestries) and
the Kiesge Foundation ($500,000 for the atri-
uln pool).

Detroit artist Richard Kozlow's forest mu-
ral highlig[ts the librar]/s stairwell. In the
grand atrium enty, niches offer seating be-
neath Sergio De Giusti's bas reliefs.

In the archives reading room, a striking
metal collage sculpted by Ann Arbor artist Al
Hinton conFasts mral and industrial Michi-
gan with oxidized curves and interesting tex-
tures. And the building holds the official
state s€al.

The library's stacks soar frve stories under
an arched glass arcade. Cobalt blue table
lights will be installed in the main readin8
room, just one ofthe frve shades ofblue used
throughout the building to symbolize the.
Great lrkes."Libraries don't need windows, but their
patrons do," said Kessler during a recent
tour of the building. "So there are windows

to enjoy the view and daylight in the reading
nooxs."For a state library it's atnazing, with 27
miles of shelves, 5 million pieces of inforrna-
tion. A computer catalog ties it into all the
libraries in the state."

It holds a huge library for the blind, which
mails out 500 tapes daily, free on request. A
225-seat auditorium will serve as a public fo-
rum.' 

Kessler's tour led through the still-to-be-
completed Bur€au of History's history muse-
um, where wor*ers are shooting for a March
6 opening.

To$'ering artificial pine trees - the largest
fabricated trees in the world, Kessler said -
a beautiful mural of fall colors and a geologi-
cal map of the state frll the foyer,

A stake fort sits next to a replica of the first
state capitol, Its imposing Doric columns and
wavy old glass invite viewers into rooms of
exhibits. Other rooms hold paraphernalia of
Michigan in the Civil War, a working sawmill
and a replica of a lumber baron's elaborately
decorated Queen Anne mansion.

Kessler's favorite exhibit, a mock-up of an
Upper Peninsula copper mine, wiu hold a
model of the larg€st copper nugget ever
found. The original is in the Smithsonian In-
stihrtion Naiional Museum. A coppery sheen
coats the fiberglass rocks of the mine shafts.

The library and archives are open Monday
through Friday from 8 a.m. until 6 p.m.
W€ekend hours are planned, pending the ad-
dition of staIf.

REQUEST FOR SI}iGAPORE PHCIOGRAPHS

The Scrciety has been approached as a resource to fird photogradis or infornntion about the buried
corrrrunit-v of Sirgapore. ilIichigan If you can help by providirg inforrnation please cail Gndi or Terry
Tatsch, 857-2919. Thanli vou
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BY-IAWS/MEMBERSHIP LIST

If you wish a copy a the Society By{-arm - they rrny be otrhined from Del langhorst at any rneetirg'

llF are plece1 io include a rrembership liS in this iss'e of the Ne'sletter.

HISTCIRICAL SOCIETT OF MICTIIGAN

The Society hasjoined the Historical Society of Michigan tr16 receive the Michigan Historical Revieu''

dr" -"'6*;*l jolrrnt of Michigan historl; as uelt as tfp Chroncile an illustrated feahrre rnagazine

prttt;=rua six tirirs a year. These 'dll trc available at *re rneetirg in March'

The X.tichigaar Historical Society is cosponso-ring a forurn on Historic Preser ration Issues' Our regiorral

tor,,,r,r.iU"nenAao"fVfo*rif,iSS,g"ith"$bt;*city Club,254E"FultonSL,GrandBapids'ML
Tle fbrurn will be held tro;9;4. The regi$ration fee is $15.00 and includes lunch. Contact Nancy

Gur,inpn 6l6'4j5lZ787 orGnd Tatsch, 857-2919 for regisfration form

NETYSLETTERCREDIT

Fcr the pastl5 rrnntB fte sa€ahrck-Dougtd Historical society Ne*sletter has been tped b-v Joat .
phifi 

' 
This rmnth she brav& harnirg fow to ue.a new corrsrter pogram to tring you thirsspecial

h4arch issue- Our thanl{s toJoan for lrer-hard $prk! (This credt uas uritten by your President' Grxtr')

for I'ac*iwql rQO

- Dr. & Mrsr Martin Rabel, Rerrn & Ralph Birkholz'
Anne !\'iley Patricia Deqey & Stan Wilsoa


