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THE CHRISTMAS BACKLOG.
( ln  Ota  P ioneer  Inc ident  vc rs i . f i cd . .  To ld

rTwas molern  f i f t y  yeare  ago,  they  eay ,
lThen o1d Tonr Brorn was livlnr d.own thi e
Too iv&o old f,udga Brownt s fatber - Judge
Long wayr f ,rgm bcinr onc of our big mcn;'
But w&s as blg a boy, for seventccn,
As any tbat the baokwoods cver s6eni
fa1l ae a eapl ing, musElcd 1lke a horsa,

way;'
was thcn

Hc ewung a broad-eJe f i i th an enginers forcc.
01d ton, hle f ,ather, vr*e a grin old. bladei
ldighty l i t t1e wagts o| wolds hc madc.
Hc sald but oncc whatorer he had to say -
And thoee who kne$ him l-et hlm havc his way.

Tom - thc Juriee. vou know - wae not a fool ,
And ncver croEe6d- the old manr s household iule;
And €o, when on a bowllng wlnter night,
the  fo lke  were  s i t t ins  in  the  f i res lde  l iEh t
(And d .o ia ,  l i t t l c  e ls I ,  because,  you sce ,
Old Ton waa rather chl11y cornpany),
And when the fire bcgaa to burn dowu low,
And the o1d. man comnrandcd youn6 Ton, rrGo
And bring thc back1og," you nay bet hc w6nt,
Aod to tbc 1og his stalwart ehouldcrs bcnt.
No mattcr *het i tE weight, his load hc bore
Itr i thout a grr jple, to the cabin door.
Eut always stoppcd, before he laid i t  dolm,
To say  r r l rvc  b rought  thc  back log , r r  tO o ld  Brosn,
l lho nevcr sls.ckad hle dlscipl inc, but Baid:
rrThen put i t  on thc f ire and go ' to bcd. I t

And so things wcnt unti l  that Christmas Evo'.Jlih€n Ton y'las seventcen; f do believe
fl iat Santa Claus wae st i l1 a forcigncr then,
L,castwisc ln these part6, for the o1d gray mcn
Like Judge BTo$,"I nevcr ta]-k about thc toys
And thinge o1d Kringle brought when they were boye.
we11, aryhow, the f ire was burning bright,
And al l  were sit t ing round i t ,  on that night,
Ae qu ic t l y  as  usua l ;  bu t  Tomrs  mind .
i ias f i l1cd with thougtrt e of an unplcasant kind,
therc lay thc backlog now outside the door,
gucb aG young Ton had never bfaced bcfore -
Trunk of a giant of the forest trces,
It  might hava been a load for Herculee.
Tom had helperL haul i . t  fron the woods that day,
AnaI cvcr eincc had. wondcred what to say
ivhen the inexcrable suanons ca.nc
To give the raaamoth t inbcr to the f1ame.
Stl1l more perplexed hc grcw; the f ir€ burncd lotvt
too eoon he hcard thc dreaded mandate: [Go
And. brlne thc lacklos'r -  you mav bet hc wcnt -
But rtwad to f lee thE wholc nrci l loamcnt.
He kncw that prcteBt would be worse than vair. .
Abeurd ae for- a rock to melt in raia:
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He nerer  wou ld  dare  to  nec t  h ie  fa ther re  faco
Til1 hc could put t l rat backlog in t ts place.
$o off hc startcd througb thc enowy night;'
Bcga.n bis f ortrmc 'rith that sudden f light;
Tramped forty ni les tha.t night acroaa thc rvoocs;:
Reached. town, becamc a etorc c1cak, pcddlccl goodE;'
Thcn studied ls.w, got hlgher evcry yoar,
Untl1 ha got to be trJedgc Brownrrr up hcrc.
l l te11, ten years paEsed, and as thc country grew,
Judgc BTora kcpt growing with l t  upw&rd, too,
TIU hG w&s knoen a$ong the blgg68t. ncnt
Ia nanc and body, that one hca-rd of thcn.
But ln that t inc hic mcnory often etraycd.
Back to the old hone he ha.d bctaayod -
Or fcl t  hc bad - and sonatlmcs hc would dare
To ask of nclgbbors for thc o1d. folks tharci
Wondcrcd how tbey condidcxGd bis hlgh famc,
0r 1f thcy cvcr spoke hls truant. nane,
And thought hctd l ike again to go and say! '
' r f  lva brougbt tha backlog, fathern!r the o1d qay,
And hea,r thc woxds the old. men alwaye eald:
rr Then put l t  on thc f i !€ ,  and go to bcd. t t

At lcngth, with nany a. qucar, rolsgiving wrack,
the Judge rcsolved that i :c would venture back,
Aad f i1lcd a slcigh of morc than conmon size

. -.. .*i!ii-tb.-*.lrlc,ga-*tor+e;, *-*b|..-(':bd gcdtp-ts-"i:rf -surgriBc;

For I  twag the day ptecedint Chrietmas Day -
Just tcn ycare since young Tonr had run anay.
r lw&s cvining whcn he reached tf i r  o1d cabin hone;
Hc Bar  the  f l re l i .gh t  f l i cker in r  in  th€  roon,
And felt  a rugh of nccmollcs round hle hcart '
Which boundcd ln hie brcaet lehcn, wlth & start,
!{e saw the cld. backlog lylng by thc d"oor,
Just yrhere l t  1ay ten Chrletmas Eves before.
Thc Judgc etole eoft ly to the wind.ow-psnc -
Forgot his falne and was a boy aga.in
T/hcn, in her sa$e old country-spun att ire,
He saw his old fro dh0r,: :el t t ing by the- f i-Te,
And just acrosa the lcaplng, Etdblng blazc,
Hls father, grina aB in his younscr days.
Both how gronn gxay,.,  they nus€d tbcre al l  alono,
As caln as i f  they nercr had irad a son.
Tha Judge stecped back; his streagtb had doubly grown
glnce he had left  that couple therc a].one.
He raised the 1og; tbe rnonstrous load he bore
Without a murnur to thc cabln d-oor,
And thrcw it  cpen widc, thcn pauscd to says
rr l tvc brou$ht tbe backlog, fathcr,tr  the old way.
Hie nothor emllcd: the old man nevc! tuuadd
His eyc6 from vberc tho einklng fagots burned.
r rYourve  becn a  long t lnc  gc t t in r  i t ,1 '  he  e& id
r rNow put  i t  on  the  f  l r c  and go  to  bed, r l
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