Review of
Achievements




THE DUNES | Saugatuck’s magnificent landscape
is the centerpiece of the area’s attraction for
residents and visitors alike. It supported the
native pine forests that enabled early logging
settlements. Today, along with expanses of

Lake Michigan shoreline, it provides splendid
recreational opportunites for people of many
interests and ages.

preservationist

changed little.




THE BARREL | Since 2010, the Society
has been involved in an effort to
preserve the beloved Root Beer Barrel
(ca. 1952) originally located on Center
Street in Douglas. An excellent example
of the roadside architecture of the
“automobile age,” preserving the barrel
means keeping memories alive for many
area residents and visitors.

Leslie (Christenson) Such, who worked as a carhop in the 1960s
recalled providing “curb service,” carrying trays of frosted mugs of
root beer and foot long hot dogs out to cars as people stopped on
their way back from the beach.

SUMMER SCHOOL OF PAINTING | For more than100 years students at Ox-
Bow have had the opportunity to study with prominent American artists
in the pastoral setting of the Ox-Bow grounds. The former Riverside Inn
remains the social hub of the campus with various purpose-built studios
stationed throughout the wooded dunelands and beside the lagoon.

population numbers around
5,000. Add to those the tens of



membership includes over 700
full-time and seasonal residents,
the blend of which adds a uniquely
cosmopolitan flavor to the local
culture. The surrounding, largely
rural, Allegan county ranks below
average in per capita income

and has been designated by the
Michigan Council for the Arts and
Cultural Affairs as an “underserved
county” with regard to the
availability of arts and cultural
opportunities.




MUSEUM &

Members socialize and sample
hors d’oeuvres as they preview the
2006 “Raising the Roof” exhibition.
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EXPRESSING GRATITUDE FOR MANY JOBS WELL
DONE | Congregating in the History Center gallery,
volunteers enjoy the annual Fall “Thank You” chili
supper that was cooked and served by the Board
as an expression of gratitude for the many hours of
work and intellectual capital that volunteers have
put forth in service to another successful season.










THE BOAT HOUSE | A highlight of the History
Center’s Back-in-Time Garden is the purpose-built
Boat House, permanent home to the Society’s rare
restored 19th Century Francis Lifesaving Boat.
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STREETSIDE HISTORY | Local history
goes for high design. The History
Center’s street entrance gets design
attention from the best of Michigan’s
designers.

0ld School
House History

Called Ox-Bow” exhibition. Likewise, “Pie:
A Slice of Pure Michigan” and “Small
Towns, Big Picture” were corollaries to
the“Everyday Life” theme.




PROGRAMS

STANDING ROOM ONLY | A sampling of our 20
monthly and Tuesday Talk programs for 2014, which
drew a cumulative attendance of more than 1,500.

BURIED HISTORY | “Ghosts in
the Graveyard” was the October
2014 Monthly Program in which
the History Center Players told
lively stories of local characters
of the past.




Garden grows, so does its programming. In 2014 the
Garden was the scene for the Center’s first “Root
Camp.” Dressed in period clothing, kids engaged in
garden planting, played traditional schoolyard games,
wrote scripts, listened to shipwreck stories, and more.

AWELCOME SPLASH OF SPRING COLOR | John Migas,
member both of our garden committee and the Azalea
Society of America, presented a Tuesday Talk on the art
and appreciation of azalea and rhododendron growing.




PUBLIC TELEVISION PARTNERSHIP | In 2011 the
Society’s board initiated a collaboration with
WGVU Public Television of Grand Rapids for

the production of “The Saugatuck and Douglas
Story”—the first in WGVU’s “Michigan Hometown
Stories” series to be aired throughout Michigan.

NEWSPAPER PROJECT | The Saugatuck-Douglas
Historical Chronicle is a free “back-in-time”
broadside newspaper with lively stories that
encourage readers to seek out local sites. The
paper was conceived by the Society as a vehicle
to attract new audiences for local history.
Advertising sales support the publication as
well as the Society’s general operations. Over
20,000 copies are distributed annually.







EXHIBITIONS &

story telling. By offering regularly-
changing exhibitions, audiences
revisit to discover additional
meaningful interpretations of our
collective past, hence the Society’s
motto:

“History Lives Here.”

Annual Museum exhibits are
augmented by complementary
exhibitions, produced by middle
and high school students, who
provide fresh ways of interpreting
the past. The Society collaborates
in producing arts and humanities
related exhibitions at the
Saugatuck Center for the Arts.




1994 | THE BIG PAVILION: THE BRIGHTEST

SPOT ON THE GREAT LAKES | The Society’s first
exhibition in its new museum in the Pump House
featured the waterfront dance hall (1909) that
put Saugatuck on the Midwest’s vacation map,
bringing thousands of people of all classes, many
by giant steamships from Chicago, to experience
the modern big-band phenomenon.

1995 | DOUGLAS: THE VILLAGE OF FRIENDLINESS.

A history of Douglas with text, photographs,
artifacts, architectural models and a giant mobile
of “village portraits.” This exhibition charted the
“Douglas Renaissance” of the 1980s, marking
the renewal, restoration, and economic growth of
largely abandoned Center Street.

1996 | WISH YOU WERE HERE: POSTCARDS
FROM THE PAST | A postcard sent home was the
preferred form of “social media” for much of the
20th century, and the sights and good times of
the Saugatuck area offered many possibilities
for messages back home. Today the cards tell

us about what was “cool” then and hint at what
travel life was like.

1997 | PAINTING THE TOWN: A HISTORY OF ART

IN SAUGATUCK AND DOUGLAS | Attracted by the

scenery—the vast dunes, lakes, and woods that
stretch along Lake Michigan—by 1900 artists
were coming in droves. They established an art
colony and several painting schools, rapidly
making Saugatuck a famous venue for “plein
air” landscape painting. (Accompanied by the
book, Painting the Town. A Century of Art in

Saugatuck and Douglas, see p.21.The book and
exhibit were featured in the article “Art as History”
in Michigan History Magazine, May-June 1998.)

1998 | HEROES, ROGUES, & JUST PLAIN FOLKS
Saugatuck and the surrounding area have had an
uncommonly diverse and interesting population
including writers, diplomats, shopkeepers,
engineers, dancers, ferrymen, and television
personalities. The exhibition’s 72 biographical
narratives provide an understanding of the
community. (Accompanied by the book, Heroes,
Rogues, & Just Plain Folks, see p.21.)
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1999 | RAISING THE ROOF: THE BUILDINGS AND
ARCHITECTURE OF THE SAUGATUCK AND DOUGLAS
AREA | For many people, “Reading” buildings is

a way of connecting with the past. Using high-
quality photo documentation, building models,

and architectural artifacts, this exhibition was a
complete social and spatial history of the villages.
(Accompanied by the book: Raising the Roof: A
History of the Architecture and Buildings of the
Saugatuck and Douglas Area, see p.21.)

20001 LOST & FOUND: GHOST TOWNS OF THE
SAUGATUCK AREA | Some towns die and leave
behind only the ghosts of history. This exhibit
separated fact from myth to honor ten area ghost
towns and what became of them. Particular attention
was given to the buried village of Singapore at the
Saugatuck harbor, often referred to as “Michigan’s
Pompeii.” (Accompanied by a book of the same title,
see p.21.)



2001 | OFF THE RECORD: THE PHOTOGRAPHS

OF BILL SIMMONS | Based on one of the finest
collections of photographs of mid-century
America, these photographs offer a unique window
into small-town America. (Accompanied by a book
of the same title, see p. 23.)

2002 | STORM FIRE & ICE: SHIPWRECKS OF
THE SAUGATUCK AREA | With emphasis on the
great Chicora disaster of 1895, “Storm, Fire, &
Ice” looked at 36 maritime tragedies and some
amazing acts of heroism connected to the busy
Lake Michigan port of Saugatuck. (Accompanied
by a book of the same title, see p. 23.)

2003 | SNAPSHOTS: A SAUGATUCK ALBUM
Essays and photos give voice to the thousands

of people who came to these shores, interacting
with each other and with nature as they looked
for fortune, good health, social freedom, and good
times. (Accompanied by a book of the same title,
see p.23.)

2004 | TALES OF THE VILLAGES:

A SAUGATUCK- DOUGLAS STORY BOOK | From
lakeshore children who collected pennies to build
a chapel, to Burr Tillstrom’s puppet show days,
this exhibit told tales of nine local residents.
(Accompanied by a Tales of the Villages Coloring
Book, see p.23.)

2007 | THE ART OF CARL HOERMAN: AN EMIGRE’S
VISION OF AMERICA | In collaboration with the
Saugatuck Center for the Arts. Hoerman (1885-
1955) was a well-known Saugatuck plein air artist
and architect. His personal vision of the Arts and
Crafts Movement reflected his German heritage.
This was the first retrospective of his work.

20051 LINCOLN’S “READY MADE” SOLDIERS:
SAUGATUCK AREA MEN IN THE CIVIL WAR

With emphasis on newly discovered letters and
autobiographies, this exhibit told the story of
Saugatuck men who fought in the American Civil War.
(Accompanied by a book of the same title, see. p. 23.)

2006 | RAISING THE ROOF: THE SECOND STORY I This
exhibition posited that architecture can reveal many
layers of sometimes common, often unique history

of our villages. A notable component was stories and
drawings about local places by Saugatuck Middle
School students. (Accompanied by the book, Raising
the Roof: A History of the Architecture and
Buildings of the Saugatuck and Douglas Area—
Rev. Ed., see p. 23.)

2007 | WALLS TALKING: STORIES OUR HOUSES
TELL | Featuring over 40 “house stories,” including
room reconstructions that told of three very different
lives—a single farmwoman, a local artist, and a
famous American muralist. The exhibit featured 27
stories by Saugatuck Middle School students.
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2008 | MOMENTS IN TIME: THE ARTIST AS
STORYTELLER I Paintings, lithographs, and drawings
told about Saugatuck life in a way rarely recorded by
photographers or writers, featuring the reconstructed
studios of two well-known artists, William Olendorf
and John Norton. (Accompanied by a portfolio of

13 prints and drawings from the exhibition and the
book, History By Camera. Saugatuck and Douglas
Photographs. 1870-1970, see p. 23.)




2009 | SUMMERTIME: A CENTURY OF LEISURE
AT THE LAKE MICHIGAN SHORE | A ground-
breaking exhibition that considered the history
of “summertime” through artifacts, images,
stories, and photographs—from steamships full
of funseekers to fishing, boating, beach culture,
swimsuit fashion, cottage life, and sexual
liberation. A scale model highlighted the story of
the famous Big Pavilion dance hall (1909-1960).
The exhibiton featured a display of “Postcards
from Home” by high school art classes. The
“Summertime Post Office Station” yielded over
300 summertime postcards drawn by young
visitors. (Accompanied by the book, The Big
Pavilion: The Brightest Spot on the Great
Lakes, see p.23.)

2009 | BLAST FROM THE PAST | Saugatuck Middle

School 6th graders wrote historical fiction and built
models to tell summertime stories for a concurrent
exhibition staged at the Old School House

History Center.

20101 A PASSION FOR PAINTING: REDISCOVERING
A CENTURY OF ART IN SAUGATUCK-DOUGLAS

A collaborative project with the Saugatuck
Center for the Arts. 33 paintings illustrated the
range of work that has made Saugatuck synony-
mous with art and art history in the Midwest,
including names such as Frederick Fursman, Albert
Krehbiel, Ellen Lanyon, Louis Redstone, and Thomas
Eddy Talmadge. (Accompanied by a lecture, “A
Passion for Painting,” September 16,2010.)

20101A PLACE CALLED 0X-BOW: 100 YEARS OF
CONNECTING ART, NATURE, AND PEOPLE I The first
exhibition of the history of America’s longest existing
art colony/school. The 0x-Bow Summer School at
Saugatuck was founded by rebellious artists from
the School of the Art Institute of Chicago in 1910. The
exhibit featured work from French plein air painting
to American abstraction, Ox-Bow’s artists and its
social scene, and ceramic garden sculptures by
Saugatuck High School art students. (Accompanied
by the book, A Portrait of Ox-Bow, Architecture,
Art, and Artists.)

2011-12 | A VILLAGE PATCHWORK: EVERYDAY LIFE
IN SAUGATUCK AND DOUGLAS | A look at “off-
season” village life and the villagers who engaged
in work, school, church, civic life, and much more.
Saugatuck High School art classes interpreted
local life in the manner of Joseph Cornell-style

box art, using artifacts from the archives, with
accompanying stories. (Accompanying book, The
Village Table: A Delicious History of Food in the
Saugatuck-Douglas Area, see p.23.)

2009 | SIGNS OF THE TIMES: HISTORIC SIGNS
FROM THE SAUGATUCK AND DOUGLAS AREA
A collaborative project with the Saugatuck
Center for the Arts. Using 24 signs as markers
of time and place, old signboards chronicled the

commercial past, telling of places lost in time, ways

of work, and everyday social and economic life.
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2011 | PIE: A SLICE OF PURE MICHIGAN

A collaboration with the Saugatuck Center for
the Arts. “Pie” was a colorful story of how fruit from
local orchards made its way to distant markets and
the unlikely path from piemaking to art, in which a
large, abandoned pie factory was transformed into a
venue for the performing and visual arts.

2012 | SMALL TOWNS, BIG PICTURE. THE BILL
SIMMONS PHOTOGRAPHS: SAUGATUCK-
DOUGLAS, 1941-1960 | A collaborative project
with Saugatuck Center for the Arts. Time-Life
photographer Bill Simmons took nearly 3,000
photographs of the villages of Saugatuck and
Douglas between 1939 and 1960. Lost for decades,
the 31 over-sized Simmons images provided a
unique window into Mid-century Michigan life.

2012 SMALL TOWNS, BIG CHANGES. An exhibit
of 72 drawings by Saugatuck Middle School 6th
graders at the History Center, with a book of oral
interviews by the same title.

2012 | ROWING THEM SAFELY HOME: THE STORY
OF SHIPWRECKS AND LIFESAVING ON LAKE
MICHIGAN I The restored 1854 Francis Gallinipper
life saving boat is surrounded by display panels
and a 47-by-9-foot mural of the 1895 wreck of
the steamship Chicora as a permanent exhibition
in the Boathouse. Featured at the opening of

the Shipwrecks exhibit was the Saugatuck

High School 12th Grade Advanced English Class
production of their play, “Mutiny Aboard the Ship
Milwaukie, 1842.”

2012 | SHIPWRECKS, HEROES, AND SCALLYWAGS
Saugatuck Middle School 6th Graders combined
historical fiction writing with local shipwreck
stories, artwork, and model building.

often surprising—interpretations
of the past. All of our exhibits

are planned, written, designed,
and produced by members

of the community, bringing

about innovation and personal
investment in heritage
preservation.
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201211936 MINIATURE CIRCUS | The story of model
circus building, featuring the rare authentic 1936
scale model A. G. Barnum’s circus with over 200
moving parts was witnessed by 1,085 visitors during
this 10-day exhibit at the History Center.

2013-14 1 DUNELANDS: FOOTPRINTS ON THE

SAND Stories of nature, man, and the stewardship

of our area’s spectacular dunelands. Featuring a
panaoramic photograph by James Cook and hanging
beach-debris sculpture by artist Ted Reyda.

2013 | MT. BALDHEAD EXHIBIT | Saugatuck Middle
School 8th Grade project, “History as Poetry.”

2014 1“ROOT CAMP” | A week in the History Center
Garden and Boat House learning about local history.




The Village Table

The Delicous History ofFoo nte Saugatuck-Douglas Area

including recipes and menus, old and new

STACVONSOR RN DIITAENE}

Our publications list has grown to
more than a dozen titles.
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Heritage
Education




Heritage
Preservation:
Participatory
History

SIMMONS PHOTO COLLECTION REDISCOVERED | Lost
for half a century, an important collection of nearly
3,000 photographic negatives of Saugatuck (1940-
1961) by Time-Life photographer William Simmons
were retrieved, digitized, archived, and indexed,
culminating in the exhibition, “0ff the Record” and a
133-page book with 150 of the images.

For many volunteers the
mystery, complexity, and
creative inguenuity in the act
of salvaging historic objects

is a way of embracing a sense
of place and time. Each one of
these projects was managed by
members of the community.

ROOT BEER BARREL SAVED | A beloved Douglas
landmark and significant example of mid-century
American roadside architecture, the barrel (1940s)
was scheduled for demolition when volunteers
stepped in to rescue, restore, and return it to public
use.




Recognition &
Awards

The Village Table
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Financial
Highlights

ents/additions

the History Center

House

istory Center properties




Activities supported by a grant from

and




