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fire 50% contained

Unexpected rain
‘helps firefighters

‘The Associated Press

Flames continued to
the tinder-dry ridges of the Sanm
Cruz. Mountains on Wednesday as
rain and cooler temperatures al-
lowed sooty firefighters to contain
halfofa 13,800-acre blaze that kept
4,500 people from their homes.

The 1,553 firefighters working to
stemtheﬁremthe area of Los Gat-
os and the Lexington Reservoir
gained 50 percent containment
Wednesday night, according to Dick
Maulvin of the California Division
of Forestry.

They were aided by overcast

 skies and about 20 minutes of unex-

pected rain that fell over the fire
area Wednesday-afternoon. . - -

“The . fire has been less  active,
enabling us to get our crews in clos-
er,” said CDF spokesman Jim Bliss.
“We’re taking advantage of the
weather and

ﬁmpro!_:ablycausedbyanarsomst

Bliss cautioned that the fire
could take up to two weeks to put
out.

ElsewhereintheW&st, "
crackledthdown in f1000 }o&agog,
.sending the largest force o g
efighters ever gathered scrambling
in new directions.

“We are experiencing hghtning,
with ‘about 1,000 strikes scattered
all over the West aboyt a half hour
ago,” said Bill Bishop, spokesmari
for the Boise Interagency Fire Cen:
ter in Idaho. “There’s a likelihood
ﬁhﬁ;afewofthosestrlkesdld (start

A)bout 17,000 firefighters were
on the lines Wednesday, i
about 2,000from east of the Missis-
sippi- River- and- 800 who -arrived
from Alaska early Wednesday. Half
the Alaskans were assigned to Ida:
ho fires and half to California-fires,
said Scott Brayton, another spokw

.- we have at-the fire.” man in Boise:
The partial victory was not with- The group made up the largest |
out cost. Maulvin said 63 fire- force of firefighters ever assémbled f
fighters have been injured since the in the United States, Brayton said. |

“They were assemblea in the shor-
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